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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

Confirmations:   

• FWS – On July 31, the Senate confirmed the 
nomination of Sam Hamilton, the former head of the 
Southeast regional office of the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service and a career biologist, to lead the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. 

• Army Corps - On August 7, the Senate confirmed Jo-
Ellen Darcy as the Assistant Secretary of the Army for 
Civil Works.  In this role, she will lead the Corps of 
Engineers.  Prior to this post, she was the senior 
environmental adviser to the Senate Committee of 
Finance, and has also worked for the Environment and 
Public Works Committee. 

EPA:   

• TRI - Preliminary Toxics Release data has been made 
available for 2008, mostly without analysis as of yet.  
Data covers more than 650 chemicals and 23,000 sites.  
See the EPA website for specific information for the 
Mid-Atlantic.  Delaware, for instance, has seen a 
reduction in many releases, perhaps attributed to the 
recession.  

• Nutrient Standards - The EPA’s Inspector General 
reports that the agency needs to “accelerate adoption 
of numeric nutrient water quality standards” under its 
Clean Water Act authority. States cannot be counted 
on to establish and enforce numeric standards for 
nutrients.  

• Stimulus Spending - $80.2 million in federal stimulus 
money has gone to Virginia to make upgrades to 
sewage systems in the Chesapeake watershed; The 
EPA has awarded nearly $87 million in stimulus money 
to New York to help the state and local governments 

finance many of the overdue improvements to water 
projects that are essential to protecting public health 
and the environment across the state; New Jersey 
received $200 million for similar projects. 

• Field Meetings – At a town hall meeting in Annapolis 
on August 11, Chuck Fox, adviser for the Chesapeake 
Bay at the EPA, listened to comments from concerned 
stakeholders, including many local residents, 
representatives from local interest groups, and the 
heads of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and 
Environment Maryland.  This town hall presented an 
opportunity for citizens to provide input to the EPA 
with regard to the ongoing process called for in the 
executive order. For a video of this town hall, please 
see here. On August 13, Fox met with farmers and 
other community members in Frederick, MD.  Fox and 
the farmers discussed EPA’s consideration of the 
reduction of nutrient runoff from agriculture; 

• New Websites - In August, the EPA launched two new 
Chesapeake Bay-specific websites; one that will track 
the progress made on the executive order, and 
another that is dedicated solely to the new Bay-wide 
TMDL.  The draft federal strategy – to be released on 
September 9 – will be published to the executive order 
website.  Stay tuned! 

Grants:   

• NOAA - The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration currently has three national funding 
opportunities open for habitat restoration.  This 
includes the following three programs: 
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• NOAA Coastal and Marine Habitat Restoration 
National and Regional Partnership Grants 
(proposals due Sept. 30, 2009) 

• NOAA Marine Debris Program – Community-
based Marine Debris Removal Grants 
(proposals due Oct. 31, 2009) 

• NOAA Open Rivers Initiative (proposals due 
Nov. 16, 2009) 

• Chesapeake - The Chesapeake Bay Program Office is 
accepting grant proposals for technical and scientific 
support services, i.e. enhanced monitoring and 
assessment of nutrient loading, and water quality and 
living resource data analysis.  Proposals are due 
September 23. 

• Chesapeake (VA) - The Chesapeake Bay Restoration 
Advisory Committee in Virginia is accepting grant 
applications for Chesapeake Bay-related education and 
restoration work.  Proposals are due October 1. 

Superfund: 

• A settlement has been reached for the Superfund site 
in Palmerton, Pennsylvania – a former zinc smelting 
operation.  Five companies will pay $21.4 million for 
cleanup, which includes a land transfer to the 
Pennsylvania Game Commission 

• The EPA has announced that cleanup is complete at 
the Plumstead Township Wilson Farm Superfund site 
in New Jersey.  The site, a former waste dumping site 
for the Thiokol Corporation, will be removed from the 
National Priorities List. 

Interior:  The U.S. Department of the Interior recently set 
new standards for digital wetland mapping that is often 
used by many stakeholders.  This will assist with future 
tracking of wetland losses, particularly in the face of 
climate change. 

Studies, Reports:   

• Chesapeake Bay oysters have been in the news a lot 
recently (NY Times, Washington Post).  In Virginia, 
scientists have had promising success with increased 
oyster survival by building oyster reefs higher than 
usual, away from sediment and disease. 

• The U. S. Geological Survey released a report this 
summer detailing the role of Susquehanna reservoirs 
in sediment and nutrient control, and what a change in 
storage capacity would mean for the Bay. 

•  Also this summer, the Natural Resources Defense 
Council released a report on nationwide beach health.  
Two hundred of the nation’s most popular beaches 
were ranked, with the dirtiest in the Great Lakes and 
Louisiana.  Some of the cleanest, however, were in the 
Mid-Atlantic!

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Water and Wildlife Bills: 

• Duck Stamp:  On July 29, the House Natural Resources 
Committee approved Congressman Dingell’s Migratory 
Bird Habitat Investment and Enhancement Act (H.R. 
1916) to increase the price of the Federal Migratory 
Bird Hunting and Conservation Stamp, also known as 
the duck stamp.  Revenue from the sale of this stamp 
pays for acquiring wetland habitat in the National 
Wildlife Refuge System. 

• Invasives:  Just prior to recess, Senator Cardin 
introduced legislation (S. 1519) aimed at the 
eradication and control of nutria in coastal states 
Maryland and Louisiana in particular.  The bill would 
authorize funding to support state eradication and 
control activities. 

• Dead zones:  In early August, the Senate Commerce 
Committee marked up a bill that would reauthorize 
federal research and into hypoxia-causing algae 
blooms which lead to fish kills and dead zones.  The 
legislation (S. 952) is sponsored by Senators Olympia 
Snowe (ME) and Bill Nelson (FL), and would also 

encourage the development of regional action plans 
for algal blooms. 

• Beach Act:  The Beaches Environmental Assessment 
and Coastal health Act (H.R. 2093) passed the House 
on July 29.  The legislation, sponsored by 
Representatives Brian Bilbray (CA), Tim Bishop (NY), 
and Frank Pallone (NJ), encourages rapid water quality 
testing and public notification through grant-making. 

Climate & Energy:  The Senate is set to recommence work 
on climate legislation upon return from recess, although 
the deadline for this work has recently been pushed back.  
With regard to wildlife interests in climate legislation, 
Senators Max Baucus (MT) and Sheldon Whitehouse (RI) 
have developed legislative language that would establish a 
national adaptation strategy and would set aside some of 
the revenue from cap-and-trade activities for wildlife 
adaptation. 

Chesapeake Bay:   

• Chesapeake Bay Program Reauthorization:  Senator 
Ben Cardin (MD) is currently working on legislation 
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that will reauthorize the Chesapeake Bay Program 
(which was last authorized in 2000).  Options being 
discussed for reaching restoration goals include 
regional nutrient trading regimes and a Clean Air Act 
model.  Special attention is likely to be paid to 
enforcement needs.  The House is also beginning its 
efforts on reauthorization. 

• EPW Hearing:  On August 3, the Water and Wildlife 
Subcommittee of the Senate Environment and Public 
Works Committee held a hearing to discuss the 
Chesapeake Bay Program and inform plans for 
reauthorization.  Topics discussed included agriculture, 
wastewater treatment, and enforcement and 
accountability.  See here for a list of witnesses and for 
a video of the hearing. 

Transportation Bill:  In late July, the Senate approved (79-
17) $7 billion to patch the looming gap in the Highway 
Trust Fund – the House had already approved the funding 
(363-68) (H.R. 3357).  The next step will be for Congress to 
address the full transportation legislation (summary) after 
returning from recess – something that could have a price 
tag of up to $500 billion. 

Budget and Appropriations:  The House passed its final 
spending bill on July 30.  Upon return from recess, the 
Senate is set to pick up its remaining appropriations bills, 
although it is unlikely many will be finished by the end of 
the fiscal year.  Of the Senate’s eight remaining bills, seven 
have already been approved by the Appropriations 
Committee.  All bills that have been passed are still 
awaiting conference.  A continuing resolution will need to 
be enacted in order to cover funding for federal agencies if 
appropriations bills aren’t finished by the end of the fiscal 
year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AGRICULTURE – The Senate bill (S. 1406; H.R. 
2997), which passed the full Senate on August 4 by a vote 
of 80-17, provides more than $949 million to conservation 
operations and $24.4 million for Watershed and Flood 
Prevention Operations. 

 ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT – On July 30, 
the Senate voted to pass its Energy and Water 
Development spending bill (H.R. 3183) by a vote of 85-9.  
The bill provides $34.3 billion for energy and water 
development projects, including $5.4 billion for the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

• Army Corps of Engineers:  The Senate bill includes $5.4 
billion for the Army Corps, which is $280 million over 
the administration’s budget request and $2.6 million 
above the fiscal year 2009 enacted amount.  This 
includes $1.9 billion for Construction, $2.5 billion for 
Operations and Maintenance; the Flood Control and 
Coastal Emergencies category was unfunded. 

Most markups are available for viewing on House and 
Senate committee websites, as floor activity is aired on C-
SPAN.  Details of President Obama’s FY2010 budget are 
available on the White House OMB website. 

Also check out the NEW Northeast-Midwest Institute 
website – we will soon post more information on relevant 
appropriations earmarks and include FY2010 
appropriations charts. 

 

Photo:  Rachel Dawson - Chesapeake Bay Town Hall, Annapolis, MD.  August 11, 2009. 
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