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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

Chesapeake Bay Climate Change Hearing:  On June 23rd, 
two House Natural Resources Subcommittees held a field 
hearing at the Smithsonian Environmental Research Center 
in Edgewater, MD.  Chairwoman Madeleine Bordallo (D-
Guam) of the Insular Affairs, Oceans, and Wildlife 
Subcommittee joined Chairman Raul Grijalva (D-AZ) of the 
National Parks, Forests, and Public Lands Subcommittee in 
receiving testimony from two panels of Chesapeake Bay 
stakeholders (see the Natural Resources Committee 
website for a list of panelists).  Discussion centered on the 
threats from climate change to both natural and cultural 
resources.  Among these were sea level rise, wetland loss 
and erosion, inundation and loss of cultural resources and 
community livelihoods, invasive species, and expanded 
dead zones.  See also: Baltimore Sun article. 

Water Infrastructure:  The Northeast-Midwest Institute 
recently prepared an analysis and state-by-state 
comparison of Clean and Drinking Water State Revolving 
Loan Fund allotments, in light of several legislative and 
regulatory SRF initiatives.  The full report is now available 
on the Northeast-Midwest Institute’s website. 

Also with regard to water infrastructure, the GAO has 
released a report that suggests water infrastructure 

upgrades and improvements could be funded via taxes on 
industry and corporations for water pollutants (items such 
as pharmaceuticals, fertilizers, pesticides, and toiletries).  
This added funding could address the “potential gap 
between future needs and current spending for 
wastewater infrastructure of $150 billion to $400 billion 
could occur over the next decade.” 

Dead Zone in Chesapeake Bay:  The dead zone in the 
Chesapeake Bay is predicted to be one of the smallest on 
record.  A University of Michigan aquatic ecologist 
forecasts the smaller hypoxic area due primarily to 
favorable weather conditions this year. 

White House Report on Climate Change:  In mid June, the 
White House released a report on climate change in the 
United States, claiming that many impacts are already 
occurring and will increase in the future.  Significant threats 
to agriculture and human health are detailed, and the 
report also addresses impacts by region. 

USFWS Announces Stimulus Grants:  The U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service recently announced funding opportunities 
under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act for 
habitat enhancement, restoration, and improvement.  See 
website for more details. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

CWRA:  After weeks of delay, the Senate Environment and 
Public Works Committee cleared the Clean Water 
Restoration Act (S. 787 original text) in a 12-7 vote on June 
18. The version that was passed was a substitute 
compromise amendment offered by Senators Max Baucus 
(D-MT), Amy Klobuchar (D-MN), and Chairman Barbara 
Boxer (D-CA).  The intent of the bill is to return Clean Water 

Act jurisdiction to that of prior to the SWANCC and 
Rapanos Supreme Court cases which subsequently 
narrowed the scope of the Act (background information).  
The committee-passed amendment also includes specific 
exemptions for certain agricultural activities and 
wastewater treatment. The EPW Committee meeting can 
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be viewed here.  The House version has not yet been 
introduced. 

Water and Wildlife Bills:  During the same business 
meeting, the Senate EPW Committee also voted to report 
the following bills favorably to the Senate: 

• Clean Coastal Environment and Public Health Act of 
2009 (S. 878), which is the companion bill to the House 
BEACH Act.  This legislation would impose new beach 
water quality testing requirements and public and 
state agency notification standards.  The companion 
House bill (H.R. 2093) was unanimously approved the 
House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee in 
early June following an amendment by Chairman 
Oberstar (D-MN) to adjust the funding allocation 
increase in the bill to $40 million per year.  The original 
bill sought $60 million. 

• Sewage Overflow Community Right-to-Know Act (S. 
937), which would require reporting of sewage 
overflow instances from treatment facilities. 

• Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation Act 
reauthorization (S. 690), which would increase funding 
for migratory birds and habitats. 

• Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Watertrails Network 
Continuing Authorization Act (S. 479), which would 
permanently reauthorize the National Park Service’s 
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Program.  This bill was 
approved unanimously. 

Other recent developments include: 

• Migratory Birds:  On June 10, the House Natural 
Resources Committee unanimously approved the Joint 
Ventures for Bird habitat Conservation Act (H.R. 2188), 
which would require the Fish & Wildlife Service to 
establish a program to develop a framework for Joint 
Ventures (self-directed, voluntary partnerships) that 
provide financial and technical assistance to support 
regional migratory bird conservation partnerships.  
Congressman Dingell’s (D-MI) Migratory Bird Habitat 
Investment and Enhancement Act was not considered. 

• National Fish Habitat Conservation Act:  On June 16, 
the House Insular Affairs, Oceans and Wildlife 
Subcommittee held hearing regarding the National 
Fish Habitat Conservation Act (H.R. 2565), introduced 
by Congressman Ron Kind (D-WI). The bill would 
authorize $75 million annually for the Interior 
Department to fund fish habitat rehabilitation. The 
funds would go to projects developed in a “joint-
venture” style – implemented through stakeholder 
partnerships much like the existing migratory bird 
program. Senator Joe Lieberman (I-CT) has introduced 
the companion bill (S. 1214), which has been referred 
to the Senate EPW Committee. 

Climate & Energy:  On July 26, the House passed historic 
climate legislation by a vote of 219-212.  Following 
Committee approval of the American Clean Energy and 
Security Act (H.R. 2454) on May 21st, weeks of discussions 
and negotiations ensued between Chairman Waxman (D-
CA) and the other committees with jurisdiction over the 
legislation.  The resulting bill reached nearly 1,500 pages in 
length.  Because there was significant disagreement 
between proponents of the bill and farm state lawmakers, 
a compromise was reached with regard to agricultural 
offsets and the Renewable Fuel Standard prior to floor 
debate on the bill.  House Agriculture Committee Chairman 
Collin Peterson (D-MN) presented the agreement as an 
amendment on the floor.  A summary of the amendment 
can be found here.  Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid has 
stated that the Senate will bring Climate legislation to the 
floor sometime in the fall, but the EPW Committee has 
scheduled a hearing on July 7 to begin their discussions 
regarding climate legislation. 

Chesapeake Bay:  Two bills were announced in June 
relative to Chesapeake Bay restoration and conservation.  
The Chesapeake Bay Science, Education, and Ecosystem 
Enhancement Act (S. 1224) is sponsored Senator Mark 
Warner (D-VA) and cosponsored by Senators Barbara 
Mikulski (D-MD), Ben Cardin (D-MD), and Jim Webb (D-VA).  
The bill would increase the involvement of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration in Bay 
restoration.  A companion bill (H.R. 1771) was introduced 
in the House in March by Congressman John Sarbanes (D-
MD) and is cosponsored by Representatives Frank Kratovil 
(D-MD) and Robert Wittman (R-VA). 

Secondly, Congressman Jim Moran (D-VA) introduced the 
National Capital Land Conservation Act (H.R. 2986) last 
month.  The legislation would establish a new $50 million 
grant program to fund land preservation in the Potomac 
River basin.  For a list of supporting organizations, see this 
article. 

Transportation Bill:  There has been some disagreement in 
recent weeks with regard to the Federal Surface 
Transportation Act; the administration is requesting an 18-
month extension of the current authorization (which 
expires at the end of September), while the House 
Transportation & Infrastructure Committee would like to 
move ahead with the spending bill.  A $500 billion bill 
(summary) has already gone through markup in the House 
Highway and Transit Subcommittee.  Full committee 
markup is expected in July.  The Senate EPW Committee is 
in favor of the administration-proposed extension.  The 
transportation bill has implications for the region in that it 
may provide a vehicle to tackle stormwater runoff from 
highways.  The six Chesapeake Bay watershed governors 
submitted a letter to the T&I Committee expressing their 
desire to see this issue addressed (see Bay Journal and The 
Capital articles). 
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Budget and Appropriations:  House Appropriations efforts 
are currently underway, with most bills having at least 
gone through subcommittee markups.  House leadership 
hopes to avoid having to resort to another omnibus, and 
therefore would like to complete all twelve bills before 
August recess.  In light of this desire, the amendment 
process on the House floor has been limited thus far to 
only a handful of amendments for each spending bill – a 
point of contention between parties.  Senate 
Appropriations has also begun their efforts, and the 
committee has addressed four bills so far, including Interior 
and Environment, and Commerce, Justice, Science. 

 INTERIOR-ENVIRONMENT – The House has 
approved a $32.3 billion appropriations bill for the Interior 
and Environment; the Senate’s full Appropriations 
Committee-approved spending bill lays out $32.1 billion in 
funding. 

• EPA: The House bill funds the EPA at $10.46 billion; the 
Senate bill provides $10.19 billion.  House provisions 
for EPA spending include: $3.9 billion for the Clean 
Water ($2.3 billion) and Drinking Water ($1.4 billion) 
State Revolving Funds (and $160 million for grants to 
communities for water infrastructure); $667 million for 
“Great Bodies of Water,” including $50 million for the 
Chesapeake Bay Program (with $8 million for nutrient 
and sediment removal grants and $2 million for small 
watershed grants), $15 million for the Long Island 
Sound, and $5 million for Lake Champlain; $420 million 
for climate change programs.  The Senate bill funds the 
EPA at $10.19 billion and calls for:  $3.63 billion for 
Clean Water ($2.1 billion) and Drinking Water ($1.39 
billion) State Revolving Funds; and $478 million for 
environmental protection programs focused on 
regional water bodies. 

• DOI:  The House bill funds the US Department of 
Interior at $10.97 billion, and provides $1.636 billion 
for the US Fish and Wildlife Service, $503 million for 
the National Wildlife Refuge System, $52 million for 
the North American Wetlands Conservation Fund, and 
$144 million for fisheries.  The Senate bill funds the 
Fish and Wildlife Service at $1.608 billion, and provides 
$488.6 million for National Wildlife Refuges, $859.7 
million for other wildlife programs, $42 million for 
climate change monitoring, and $419 million for the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

 AGRICULTURE – Last month, the full House 
Appropriations Committee approved a $22.9 billion 
spending bill.  The handful of administration-proposed cuts 
to conservation programs were rejected, including the 
Environmental Quality Incentives Program (although 
funded $20 million below Farm Bill authorized amount), 
Wildlife Habitat Incentive Program, and the Wetlands 
Reserve Program.  Funding to the Resource Conservation 

and Development Program and the Watershed and Flood 
Prevention Operations Program was restored.  Overall, 
conservation programs received $980.3 million, which is 
$72.9 million above the President’s request and $11.9 
million above FY09.  Nearly $4 million is provided for 
Chesapeake Bay and $133,000 for Long Island Sound NRCS 
conservation programs.  The House Agriculture spending 
bill is scheduled to head to the House floor on July 8.  The 
Senate Agriculture Appropriations Subcommittee will likely 
take up their bill the week of July 6. 

 CJS – The House has approved a $64.4 billion 
Commerce-Justice-Science appropriations bill.  The Senate 
bill sets spending at $64.9 billion. 

• NOAA:  The House funds the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration at $4.6 billion, which 
includes:  $400 million for climate change programs; 
$700,000 for Chesapeake oyster restoration; and 
$200,000 for a Delaware River flood warning system.  
The Senate funds NOAA at $4.77 billion, including:  
$551 million for the National Ocean Service; $872 
million for the National Marine Fisheries Service; and 
$430 million for Oceanic and Atmospheric research, 
including climate science.  The Senate bill also includes 
$3 million for oyster restoration in the Chesapeake, $3 
million for climate change research in the Chesapeake, 
and $2.4 million for a Susquehanna River Basin flood 
warning system. 

 ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT – The House 
Energy and Water Subcommittee has completed markup of 
their spending bill, and the full committee is slated to take 
it up on July 7th.  The Senate EWD Subcommittee is 
scheduled to markup their bill July 8th.   

• USACE:  Under the House bill, the US Army Corps of 
Engineers will receive $5.541 billion, which is about 
$400 million above the president’s request. 
Construction is funded at $2.123 billion, and 
Operations and Maintenance at $2.5 billion.  Flood 
Control and Coastal Emergencies requested in the 
President’s budget at $41 million did not get funded. 

Most markups are available for viewing on House and 
Senate committee websites.  Details of President Obama’s 
FY2010 budget are available on the White House OMB 
website. 

Also stay tuned for the NEW Northeast-Midwest Institute 
website – we will soon post more information on relevant 
appropriations earmarks and include FY2010 
appropriations charts. 

Remember – Congressional summer recess is fast-
approaching.  Your Members of Congress will be home for 
in-district work periods from August 3 - September 7.  This 
is a great time to schedule meetings and attend local 
events in your area. 
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