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Welcome to the first edition of the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-
Midwest Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy and 
Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that brevity is always 

appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

Chesapeake Bay Executive Council & Executive Order:  Last 
month, President Obama signed an Executive Order that 
created a new federal leadership committee to oversee Bay 
cleanup.  The EO was unveiled by EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson at the Executive Council meeting of the 
Chesapeake Bay Program at Mount Vernon in Virginia.  
Within 180 days of the signing of the executive order, the 
seven federal agencies will have prepared action reports to 
be compiled into a draft federal strategy.  The executive 
order can be found here. 

Zebra Mussels in Chesapeake Watershed:  On May 24th, 
the Washington Post reports that destructive zebra 
mussels have been discovered in the lower Susquehanna 
River above the Conowingo dam.  The notorious invasive 
species has caused an estimated $5 billion in damage to 
the Great Lakes. 

Congressional Field Hearing in Philadelphia:  Last month, 
Representatives Robert Brady, Chaka Fattah, and Allyson 
Schwartz convened a Congressional field hearing to 
consider the role of federal policy in advancing green 
infrastructure as a means of improving water and air 
quality, enhancing the livability of dense urban areas, and 
creating green collar job opportunities.  The hearing was 
coordinated by the Northeast Midwest Congressional 
Coalition in conjunction with the Northeast Midwest 
Institute.  The transcript of the meeting can be found here. 

Visclosky relinquishes chairmanship:  House Energy and 
Water Appropriations Subcommittee Chairman Peter 
Visclosky will temporarily hand control of the panel's work 
to Representative Ed Pastor, a move that comes amid a 

federal probe of a lobbying firm that has led to subpoenas 
of Visclosky's office. 

USDA releases watershed-based farm data:  For the first 
time, results from the Census of Agriculture have been 
published at the watershed level by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture's National Agricultural Statistics Service.  In the 
new publication, NASS reports selected data from the 2007 
Census of Agriculture according to watershed boundaries 
set by the U.S. Geological Survey.  See this page for Mid-
Atlantic statistics. 

EPA sends stimulus money to the Chesapeake:  The 
Maryland Department of the Environment is making plans 
for $121.6 million in federal stimulus funds.  The 95 
approved projects include drinking water protection, 
wastewater treatment plant upgrades, stormwater control, 
and retrofitting sinks, toilets, and water meters.  The 
funding is expected to create hundreds of jobs.  See the 
MDE website for more information. 

NRCS announces public input meetings:  On May 28, the 
NRCS announced public meetings to gather stakeholder 
input as it initiates its 2011 Soil and Water Resources 
Conservation Act (RCA) strategic assessment and planning 
process.  The RCA report is designed to inform national 
farm conservation policies and program priorities.  
Originally scheduled to expire last year, the RCA was 
reauthorized through 2018 under provisions of the 2008 
Farm Bill.  Public meetings will be held in Bismarck, North 
Dakota on June 15 and in Solomons, Maryland on July 27 
(for more details, see the Federal Register meeting 
announcement here). 

LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

CWRA:  Markup for the Clean Water Restoration Act (S. 
787) has been delayed in recent weeks; however, the 
Senate EPW Committee hopes to tackle this legislation in 

the near future.  The intent of the bill is to return the Clean 
Water Act jurisdiction to that of prior to the SWANCC and 
Rapanos Supreme Court cases which subsequently 
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narrowed the scope of the Act (background information).  
The Obama Administration has stated that this issue is a 
priority; on May 20th, Council on Environmental Quality 
Chairwoman Nancy Sutley, U.S. EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson, acting Army Corps of Engineers chief Terrence 
"Rock" Salt, Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack and Interior 
Secretary Ken Salazar sent a letter to Congress asking for 
resolution to this issue through “a clear statement of 
Congressional intent.”  The House version has not yet been 
introduced.  

Water Infrastructure:  On May 14, the Senate EPW 
Committee approved the Water Infrastructure Financing 
Act (S. 1005) which authorizes nearly $35 billion for 
drinking and water infrastructure projects through the 
reauthorization of Drinking Water and Clean Water State 
Revolving Funds.  Highlights include: 

• $20 billion for the Clean Water SRF and $14.7 billion 
for Drinking Water SRF 

• $1.85 billion for nationwide grant program to address 
combined sewer overflows 

• $60 million yearly grant program for the reduction of 
lead in drinking water 

• $1 million to each state in a revolving loan program to 
address agriculture-associated water quality issues 

• A modernized grant formula which bases state 
allocation of funds on a 2004 EPA survey 

• A new financial incentive for states and municipalities 
to fund sustainable and cost-effective 21st century 
green infrastructure and water efficiency 

The House passed their Clean Water SRF bill (H.R. 1262) in 
March; it authorizes $13.8 billion over five years and leaves 
the grant formula unchanged.  Drinking Water SRF 
legislation has not yet been introduced in the House. 

Water Quality Bills:  The House T&I Committee is 
scheduled to mark up two water-related bills on Thursday, 
June 4th, the Beaches Environmental Assessment and 
coastal Health (BEACH) Act (H.R. 2093) and the Sustainable 
Watershed Planning Act (not yet introduced): 

• The BEACH Act would impose new beach water quality 
testing requirements and public and state agency 
notification standards. 

• The Sustainable Watershed Planning Act responds to a 
report released last year by the National Research 
Council (Urban Stormwater Management in the United 
States. National Academies Press, Washington, D.C.) 
that says radical changes to the EPA’s stormwater 
program are required in order to reverse degradation 
of fresh water resources, including basing permitting 
on watershed boundaries rather than political ones.  

Other recommendations include reducing hard surface 
area and conserving natural areas. 

Climate & Energy:  After four days and 37 hours of markup, 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee approved The 
American Clean Energy and Security Act (H.R. 2454) on May 
21st by a vote of 33 to 25. At least eight other committees 
will also get a crack at the legislation before House floor 
action can occur, which House leadership hopes will 
happen before the August recess.  Of particular interest is 
the role agriculture will play in discussions of offsets and 
biofuels.  Conversations between the House Agriculture 
Committee, House Leadership, and Chairman Waxman are 
currently underway.  Farm state lawmakers have expressed 
dismay at being “left out of the discussion.”  A Senate bill is 
likely to follow completion of the House version.  

Migratory Birds:  Two recently-introduced bills focused on 
migratory birds could affect land conservation efforts.  The 
Migratory Bird Habitat Investment and Enhancement Act 
(H.R. 1916) would increase the price of the duck stamp by 
$10 which would help with the cost of land acquisition for 
migratory bird habitat. Funds from sales of the stamp have 
conserved more than 5 million acres of waterfowl 
breeding, migrating, and wintering habitat across the 
United States.  The Joint Ventures for Bird habitat 
Conservation Act (H.R. 2188) would require the Fish & 
Wildlife Service to establish a program to develop a 
framework for Joint Ventures (self-directed, voluntary 
partnerships) that provide financial and technical 
assistance to support regional migratory bird conservation 
partnerships – primarily with stakeholder groups – and 
implement plans for the protection and enhancement of 
migratory bird populations and the conservation of their 
habitats.   

Budget and Appropriations:  House Appropriations leaders 
are beginning subcommittee markups this week. House 
leaders hope to pass all 12 appropriations bills before 
August recess, which would give them eight weeks, 
excluding the one-week July Fourth recess. But leaders also 
want to pass other major legislation, including a health 
care system overhaul and climate change legislation.  

Senate Appropriations also wants to move to the floor as 
many of the spending bills as possible, but the Senate 
works much more slowly. Senate leaders in recent years 
have been reluctant to devote much floor time to the 
appropriations process — which has resulted in massive 
year-end omnibus measures — but say they will bring more 
spending bills to the floor this year. Although the Senate 
will be in session for one week more than the House, time 
will still be tight as Senate leaders also plan to bring other 
major legislation to the floor, and likely will consider the 
confirmation of Supreme Court nominee Sonia Sotomayor. 

 EPA – Officials from the EPA will testify before the 
House Water Resources and Environment Subcommittee 
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regarding the administration’s budget request for federal 
water programs on Wednesday, June 3rd.  Among many 
things, the administration proposes:  overall, a record 
$10.5 billion for EPA; $2.4 billion for the Clean Water SRF 
and $1.5 billion for the Drinking Water SRF; $35.1 for 
Chesapeake Bay Program; and funding for invasive species 
work. 

 USDA

 

 – Secretary Vilsack, along with other USDA 
officials, is scheduled to appear before the Senate 
Appropriations Committee on June 4th; President Obama’s 
proposed cuts to Farm Bill conservation programs is likely 
to emerge as a central theme to the hearing.  These include 
cutting the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) by $250 million, reducing the Wildlife Habitat 
Incentive Program (WHIP) by $43 million and reducing the 
Wetlands Reserve Program (WRP) by 138,000 acres (or 
about $350 million).  The budget provides an increase of 
$11 million to Technical Assistance, which helps 
landowners with best management practices on their land. 

DOI – Secretary Salazar is scheduled to testify on 
the administration’s $12 billion Department of the Interior 
budget before the Senate Appropriations Committee on 
June 3rd.  The DOI budget generally experienced increases 
across the board for this fiscal year.  Topics are likely to 
include:  initiatives on climate change adaptation and 
proposals to boost the Land and Water Conservation Fund. 

 USACE

Most hearings are available for viewing on House and 
Senate committee websites.  Details of President Obama’s 
FY2010 budget are available on the White House OMB 

 – The Administration proposes cutting 
Army Corps funding from $5.4 billion to $5.1 billion.  This 
will likely fuel questions at the June 3rd hearing before the 
House Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee.  
The Corps backlog currently stands at $61 billion.   

website. 
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