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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Fracking – On December 8, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency released draft findings from an 
investigation into the source of groundwater 
contamination in Pavillion, Wyoming. The agency 
pointed to natural gas development and the use of 
hydraulic fracturing in the area as a likely contributor. 

• Invasive Species – On November 30, EPA announced 
an updated permit for ballast water discharge from 
both large and small vessels. 

• CAFOs – On December 19, EPA extended its comment 
period on its proposed reporting rule for concentrated 
animal feeding operations until January 19. 

• Enforcement – In a report released on December 9, 
the Inspector General at EPA detailed inadequate 
oversight of state-run regulatory enforcement 
programs nation-wide. 

o CWA – In late November, Lafarge North 
America, a concrete producer, agreed to pay a 
penalty for Clean Water Act violations in five 
states, including New York and Maryland. 

o CWA – Also in late November, EPA settled 
with Koehler-Bright Star, Inc., a battery 
manufacturer in Luzerne County, PA, for CWA 
wastewater discharge violations. 

o RCRA – This month, EPA and the US 
Department of Justice settled with DuPont for 
violations of the Resource Conservation and 

Recovery Act at its wastewater treatment 
facility in Deepwater, NJ. 

o RCRA – Last month, EPA proposed a plan to 
removed sediment contaminated with 
mercury from Pompton Lake in New Jersey.  
DuPont is responsible for the removal. 

• WIPS – Draft Phase II Watershed Implementation Plans 
from the states and DC for the Chesapeake Bay TMDL 
were due to EPA by December 15.  The first set of two-
year milestones is to be complete on December 31. 

o Maryland’s WIP can be found on the 
Department of the Environment website. 

o Virginia’s WIP can be found on the 
Department of Conservation & Recreation 
website. 

o WIPs for all Bay jurisdictions (NY pending) are 
also available on the TMDL website. 

USDA:  On December 13, the US Department of Agriculture 
released a new national nutrient management standard to 
help ensure proper use of nitrogen and phosphorus on 
agricultural lands. 

Grants & Funding:  

• NOAA – On December 1, the National Oceanic & 
Atmospheric Administration awarded more than $1 
million in fisheries grants.  Among several state and 
academic recipients, eleven research teams from the 
Virginia Institute of Marine Science will receive funding 
to study several Chesapeake Bay species. 
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• Chesapeake Bay Trust – On December 12, the 
Chesapeake Bay Trust announced more than $600,000 
in grants for 48 projects throughout the watershed. 

• Funding is available for community-based stormwater 
management and green infrastructure in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed.  Proposals are due to EPA 
by January 11. 

• EPA is also requesting proposals for $1.8 to $3.8 
million available through its national Urban Waters 
Small Grants program.  The grants will fund research, 
studies, training, and demonstration projects that will 
advance urban waters restoration.  The closing date is 
January 23. 

Studies and Reports:   

• According to a study from HIS Global Insight, shale gas 
development will create nearly 900,000 jobs by 2015. 

• A report by Penn State researchers for the Center for 
Rural Pennsylvania contained an error with respect to 
water well contamination. 

• An investigation by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation 
commissioned infrared videos of emissions associated 
with natural gas drilling activity in the mid-Atlantic. 

• The Local Government Advisory Committee of the 
Chesapeake Executive Council has recently released a 
set of case studies of effective county and city 
watershed programs. 

• A new report by the American Society of Civil 
Engineers warns of adverse economic impacts of 
neglecting the nation’s water infrastructure.   

 

• Last month, researchers using aerial surveys noted 
better-than-expected survival of underwater grasses in 
the Chesapeake Bay following this year’s heavy storms. 

• A recent report by the Scientific and Technical Advisory 
Panel of the United Nations Environment Programme 
offers guidance for “Prevention, Remediation and 
Research” of coastal dead zones. 

• The National Ocean Council has launched a new online 
portal for data, information and tools for ocean and 
coastal planning. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center’s Social Coast Forum will 
be held February 15-16, 2012 in Charleston, SC. 

• The New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 
Commission will hold the Annual Nonpoint Source 
Pollution Conference in Portsmouth, NH on May 15-16, 
2012. 

• The 2011 Penn State Marcellus Summit was held in 
November. Information and presentations are 
available online. 

• The National Water Quality Monitoring Council’s 
National Monitoring Conference will be held April 30 – 
May 4, 2012 in Portland, OR. 

• Restore America’s Estuaries’ National Conference on 
Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration will be held 
October 20-24, 2012 in Tampa, Florida.  Proposals are 
now being accepted through February 1, 2012. 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Coastal Services Center continues its digital coast 
webinar series. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Fracking:  Senator James Inhofe (OK), Ranking Member on 
the Senate Environment & Public Works Committee sent a 
letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson expressing concern 
about EPA’s investigation into groundwater contamination 
potentially associated with hydraulic fracturing in 
Wyoming. 

 In late November, Rep. Edward Markey (MA), 
Ranking Member of the House Natural Resources 
Committee sent a letter to the American Petroleum 
Institute challenging industry economic and job figures. 

Delaware River Basin:  On December 8, the Senate EPW 
Committee approved a bill (S. 1266) to establish the 
Delaware River Basin Conservation Program within the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service.  

Chesapeake Bay Gateways:  At the same markup, the 
committee approved a bill (S. 1740) to reauthorize the 
Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Watertrails Network within 
the National Park Service. 

Water Infrastructure:  On December 13, the Water & 
Wildlife Subcommittee of the Senate EPW Committee held 
a hearing to discuss challenges and opportunities 
associated with the nation’s water infrastructure. 

 On December 14, the Water Resources & 
Environment Subcommittee of the House Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee also held a hearing on water 
infrastructure and EPA planning and permitting. 

Regulations:  The “Regulations from the Executive in Need 
of Scrutiny Act,” or REINS Act (H.R. 10), was approved on 
the House floor in early December.  The bill would require 
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Congressional approval of any regulation deemed to have 
an economic impact of $100 million or more. 

 The House also approved the “Regulatory 
Accountability Act” (H.R. 3010), which would require cost-
benefit analyses for proposed federal regulations—and the 
ultimate selection of the least-costly alternative. 

Fisheries:  On December 1, the House Natural Resources 
Committee held a hearing to begin addressing several 
potential changes to the “Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act.” 

EPA Science:  On December 30, the Energy & Environment 
Subcommittee of the House Science, Space & Technology 
Committee held a hearing on EPA science reform. 

Budget and Appropriations:  By mid November, Congress 
had approved a “minibus” of three fiscal year 2012 
appropriations bills (Commerce-Justice-Science, 
Transportation & Housing, and Agriculture).  The final 
legislation (H.R. 2112) included a continuing resolution to 
fund the federal government through December 16. 

Faced with another expiring CR, Congress began 
consideration of a “megabus” of the remaining nine 
appropriations bills in mid-December.  Late at night on 
December 15, House and Senate Conferees signed a 
conference report (H.R. 2055) that would finalize funding 
for FY 2012.  The package was passed by the House on 
December 16 and ultimately approved by the Senate and 
signed by the President on December 17. 

Most controversial policy riders that were included in early 
drafts of various appropriations bills were not ultimately 
included in the final megabus.  One rider, however, in the 
Energy & Water Development report (page 3, 
Investigations) prohibits the US Army Corps of Engineers 
from revising the “Principles and Guidelines” for economic 
and environmental considerations for projects. 

AGRICULTURE:  Agriculture conservation programs were 
cut in the minibus.  For instance, the Wetlands Reserve 
Program would be capped at 185,800 acres and the Open 
Fields program would be eliminated.  The bill also provides 
$5,000,000 for the “Conservation Delivery Streamlining 
Initiative” (page 75 of the report). 

EWD:  The Energy & Water Development bill was included 
in the megabus.  The report provides $5 billion for the US 
Army Corps of Engineers, $145 billion above FY11. 

• Investigations:  $125 million 

• Expenses:  $185 million 

• Flood Control & Coastal Emergencies: $27 million 

• Operation & Maintenance: $2.412 billion 

• O&M Delaware River: Philadelphia to the sea, $20.989 
million; Philadelphia to Trenton, $1.073 million 

• Chesapeake Bay Oyster Recovery: $4.9 million 

INTERIOR/EPA:  The Interior & Environment Appropriations 
bill was included in the megabus.  Very few controversial 
riders were ultimately included in the bill.  The report 
provides EPA with $8.4 billion, $233 million below FY11; 
the Interior Department will receive $10.3 billion, $310 
million below FY11. 

• Chesapeake Bay Program:  $57.391 million; includes $2 
million for small watershed grants 

• Chesapeake Bay Executive Order:  $1.5 million; 
directive for an analysis of endocrine disruptors 

• Clean Water State Revolving Fund:  $1.469 billion; $56 
million below FY11 (Draft state by state breakdown) 

• National Estuary Program:  $27.058 million, $310,000 
above FY11 

• US Fish & Wildlife Service:  $1.5 billion, $28 million 
below FY11 

• North American Wetlands Conservation Act:  $35.554 
million, $2 million below FY11 

CJS:  In the minibus, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration will receive nearly $5 billion.  Agency 
funding increases are directed primarily at climate and 
weather satellites (page 12 of the report). 

• Coastal Zone Management Grants: $66.146 million 

•  Stewardship Program: $8 million 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information and back issues of the mid-Atlantic Updates 

Photo:  Adam Davis 

http://hdl.loc.gov/loc.uscongress/legislation.112hr3010�
http://naturalresources.house.gov/Calendar/EventSingle.aspx?EventID=270186�
http://science.house.gov/hearing/energy-and-environment-subcommittee-hearing-fostering-quality-science-epa-perspectives�
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d112:h.r.2112:�
http://rules.house.gov/Legislation/legislationDetails.aspx?NewsID=667�
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d112:h.r.2055:�
http://appropriations.house.gov/News/DocumentSingle.aspx?DocumentID=272984�
http://appropriations.senate.gov/news.cfm?method=news.view&id=c77b528b-623c-405f-8b54-55f076cf4605�
http://rules.house.gov/Media/file/PDF_112_1/legislativetext/HR2055crSOM/psConference%20Div%20B%20-%20SOMl%20OCR.pdf�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/administration/eop/ceq/initiatives/PandG�
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/cpquery/?&dbname=cp112&sid=cp112jUvSC&refer=&r_n=sr073.112&item=&&&sel=TOC_150602&�
http://www.rules.house.gov/Media/file/PDF_112_1/Committee%20Jurisdiction%20Reports/CR2112%201114s.pdf�
http://rules.house.gov/Media/file/PDF_112_1/legislativetext/HR2055crSOM/psConference%20Div%20B%20-%20SOMl%20OCR.pdf�
http://rules.house.gov/Media/file/PDF_112_1/legislativetext/HR2055crSOM/psConference%20Div%20E%20-%20SOM%20OCR.pdf�
http://midatlanticnemw.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/fy2012cwsrfdistribution.pdf�
http://www.rules.house.gov/Media/file/PDF_112_1/Committee%20Jurisdiction%20Reports/CR2112%201114s.pdf�
http://www.nemw.org/�
http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/�

	Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that brevity is always appr...
	NEWS
	LEGISLATION in BRIEF

