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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• The US Environmental Protection Agency’s senior 
Chesapeake Bay adviser, Chuck Fox, is resigning to join 
a new ocean protection and conservation effort. 

• In mid-November, EPA released guidance to coastal 
states seeking better data collection and reporting on 
ocean acidification.  EPA has asked that States list 
waters not meeting water quality standards with 
regard to marine pH criteria. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – The 45-day public comment period for the 
draft Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load 
ended on November 8 and final Watershed 
Implementation Plans prepared by the States and DC 
were due November 29.  New York and Maryland 
missed the deadline—Maryland submitted its WIP on 
December 3.  The EPA will now review the plans 
(which can be found on the TMDL website) and 
provide comments on them.  The TMDL is expected to 
be finalized by December 31. 

• Grants – In late November, the Chesapeake Bay Trust 
announced $1.3 million in grant funding to for various 
Bay restoration and education programs.  Funding was 
made available through four major grant programs:  
Living Shorelines, Green Streets—Green Jobs, 
Watershed Assistance Grants, and Mini Grants. 

• Map – The new Congressional district map of the 
Chesapeake Bay is available here.  

Grants and Funding:   

• On December 2, the National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation issued an RFP for its Innovative Nutrient 
and Sediment Reduction Grants. NFWF, in partnership 
with EPA and the Chesapeake Bay Program, will award 
grants on a competitive basis of between $200,000 
and $1 million to support the demonstration of 
innovative approaches to dramatically reduce or 
eliminate nutrient and sediment pollution to the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. A total of up to 
$5.8 million will be awarded. An applicant webinar will 
be held on January 7. 

• On November 19, the EPA announced an award of 
nearly $400,000 to Ocean County College to evaluate 
the health of Barnegat Bay’s coastal marshes, 
particularly the ability of the marshes to perform 
natural functions that benefit coastal communities. 
This grant will enhance and expand monitoring and 
assessment work being conducted by the Partnership 
for the Delaware Estuary. 

• In November, EPA awarded $2.4 million in grants to 
38 state and local governments and community groups 
providing $4.4 million in matching dollars to help 
restore the health of the Long Island Sound. 

Energy Development, Fracking:   

• Disclosure – As a part of its study of hydraulic 
fracturing, the EPA has formally requested voluntary 
information on the chemical composition of fluids used 
in the process.  Halliburton is the only remaining 
company to not yet disclose to the EPA, responding 
only with an online posting in mid-November—the 
company plans to disclose to EPA by January 31, 2011. 
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• DOI – In early December, Secretary of the Interior Ken 
Salazar held a public forum to discuss the best 
practices for hydraulic fracturing in oil and natural gas 
production. The forum included discussion by federal 
and state officials as well as representatives from 
industry and from environmental and sportsmen’s 
organizations.  The agency is considering a new policy 
for disclosure of fracking chemicals. 

• Regulation – The Delaware River Basin Commission has 
released its draft regulation for natural gas 
development within the Delaware River watershed.  
According to DRBC, the purpose of the proposed 
regulations is to protect the water resources of the 
Delaware River Basin during the construction and 
operation of natural gas development projects.  The 
overall rules are stricter than surrounding states, and 
include elements of financial assurance and bonding.  
Three public hearings will be scheduled during the 
ensuing 90-day public comment period.  Details will be 
forthcoming as the dates and locations are confirmed.  
Written comments will be accepted through the close 
of business March 16, 2011 – see the DRBC website for 
more information. 

o Opposition – Congressmen Maurice Hinchey 
(NY) and Rush Holt (NJ)–co-chairs of the 
Delaware River Basin Task Force–released 
a statement criticizing DRBC for developing 
and releasing regulations without first 
performing a a cumulative impact study. New 
York Governor David Paterson also recently 
expressed his displeasure with DRBC’s 
intention to release its regulation.  New 
Jersey Governor Chris Christie has voiced 
similar concern. 

o Moratorium – On November 29, the New York 
State Assembly approved a temporary 
moratorium or horizontal drilling until May 
2011.  Governor Patterson has yet to sign the 
bill. 

 

Studies and Reports:   

• A recent study by the Environmental Working Group 
suggests that phosphorus is being applied excessively 
to farms in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

• A new report commissioned by the agriculture industry 
is questioning discrepancies in the science and data 
behind the new Chesapeake Bay TMDL. 

• The Nature Conservancy, in partnership with other 
Delaware Basin organizations, has created an online 
“workspace” to help identify a shared set of places and 
actions that will help guide future restoration and 
protection actions toward the highest priority areas 
and advance the conservation in the Delaware Basin. 

• The Potomac Conservancy released in November its 
State of the Nation’s River report detailing land use in 
the basin and possible steps to restore and protect the 
watershed. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• The National Council for Science and the Environment 
will host the 11th National Conference on Science, 
Policy and the Environment: Our Changing Oceans on 
January 19 - 21, 2011, at the Ronald Reagan Building 
and International Trade Center in Washington, D.C. 

• Registration for the 2011 Choose Clean Water – 
Chesapeake Bay Restoration Conference in 
Washington, DC is now open.  The conference will be 
held January 10-12 at the Park Hyatt hotel. 

• The first National Green Infrastructure Conference will 
be held on February 23-25, 2011, in Shepherdstown, 
WV, bringing together policy-makers, practitioners, 
and on-the-ground implementers of green 
infrastructure practices and design from around the 
country to discuss key elements for success and 
lessons-learned. 

• Registration is open for the 2011 Delaware Estuary 
Science and Environmental Summit January 30 – 
February 2 in Cape May, New Jersey.  Early registration 
ends December 15. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Congress returned after the November 2 election for a lame-duck 
session.  They will likely end the 111th Congress around December 
17. 

The new House calendar for the 112th Congress is available here.  
House leadership for the next Congress is planning to alter the 
typical Congressional work schedule to include monthly in-district 
constituent work weeks. 

The more traditional Senate calendar for the 112th Congress can 
be viewed here.  The new Senate will be sworn in January 5. 

WRDA:  The Senate Environment & Public Works 
Committee held a hearing on the next Water Resources 
Development Act on November 17. 

Public Lands & Water:  Several Senators are attempting to 
assemble an omnibus public lands and waters bill that will 
include over 100 pieces of legislation from the Senate 
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Energy & Natural Resources Committee and the 
Environment & Public Works Committee.  Among myriad 
bills, the package could likely include Senator Cardin’s 
Chesapeake Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act 
(S.1816), the  Long Island Sound Restoration and 
Stewardship Act (S. 3119), and the Clean Estuaries Act (H.R. 
4715).  A few Senate Republicans are vowing to block the 
bill. 

New House Committee Chairmen of Interest:   

Agriculture:  Frank Lucas – Oklahoma 

Appropriations:  Hal Rogers – Kentucky 

Budget:  Paul Ryan – Wisconsin 

Energy & Commerce:  Fred Upton – Michigan 

Natural Resources:  Doc Hastings – Washington 

Oversight & Government Reform:  Darrell Issa – California 

Science and Technology:  Ralph Hall – Texas 

Transportation & Infrastructure:  John Mica – Florida 

Budget and Appropriations:  On December 8, the House of 
Representatives approved a $1.1 trillion Continuing Resolution 
(H.R. 3082) to fund the federal government through next 
September.  The year-long CR provides funding at fiscal year 2010 
levels – but makes a few changes to some programs at the 
Departments of Energy and Interior, and removes $6 billion for 
last year’s Census. 

Despite attempts to assemble an omnibus appropriations bill 
during the current lame-duck—due to time constraints and 
Republican opposition—the CR was compiled in lieu of any FY 
2011 legislation. 

The Senate continues to work on a possible omnibus (that could 
include earmarks), and if passed, it could replace the House’s CR. 

Additionally, soon-to-be Speaker of the House John 
Boehner announced in early December that the possible new 
spending plan for the House in the 112th Congress will be “cut 
go,” requiring any new spending to be offset by a cut in or 
elimination of other programs. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. Regional election analysis coming soon! 

 

Photo: Rachel Dawson; natural gas drilling in Bradford County, PA.   
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