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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• Long Island – The EPA has determined that there will 
be a “no discharge zone” in the South Shore Estuary 
Reserve off Long Island.  Vessels are now prohibited 
from discharging sewage in the 110,000 acre open 
water area. 

• Regional Directors – Regions I, II and III of the EPA have 
new chiefs.  Curt Spalding, former head of Save the 
Bay in Rhode Island will head Region I; Judith Enck, the 
former deputy secretary for the environment in New 
York will lead Region II; and Shawn Garvin, a long-time 
EPA employee for Region III will assume the lead role 
there.  

• Stormwater Violations – In mid November, the EPA 
cited fourteen mid-Atlantic municipalities for improper 
stormwater management. Twelve of the municipalities 
are in Pennsylvania – the remaining two are in 
Maryland. 

• Stormwater Rule – The EPA issued a final rule on 
November 23 which will address stormwater pollution 
on construction sites. 

Executive Order/TMDL:  On November 9, federal agencies 
released the draft strategy to restore the Bay called for in 
President Obama’s Chesapeake Bay Executive Order.  The 
draft integrates earlier reports prepared by the various 
agencies; it calls for increased accountability and federal 
leadership, expanded regulatory efforts, more science-
based decision-making and empowering local officials.  The 
public comment period is open until January 8, 2010. 

• The EPA is expected to send another letter to the 
Bay watershed states in December outlining 
potential consequences for failing to meet 
pollution reduction milestones. 

Grant Opportunity:  The Mid-Atlantic office of the EPA is 
accepting grant applications for new and existing 
environmental education programs through December 15.  
Projects should involve designing, demonstrating or 
developing education tools and materials, and should 
include environmental education activities that go beyond 
disseminating information. 

Chesapeake Bay:  NOAA recently launched its latest 
addition to the Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoy System 
at the mouth of the Severn River.  The buoys not only make 
current weather conditions available to the public, but will 
also monitor various water quality indicators.  The data is 
available on the buoy website. 

Studies, Reports:   

• An EPA study has recently shown that toxic substances 
exist in fish at potentially harmful levels in lakes and 
reservoirs in nearly all US states.  Mercury and PCBs 
are among the contaminants of most concern. 

• The Potomac Conservancy recently released their 2009 
State of the Nation’s River Report.  The report pays 
special attention to endocrine disruptors and intersex 
fish in the basin. 
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LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Water and Wildlife: 

• LWCF:  Following a report released in early July that 
called for Congress to increase funding for the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund, Senators Jeff Bingaman 
(NM) and Max Baucus (MT) introduced on November 6 
a bill (S. 2747) that would fully fund the Land and 
Water Conservation Fund $900 million a year. The 
LWCF provides the means for state and federal 
acquisition of park and recreation land. 

• B-WET:  On November 18, the House Natural 
Resources Committee marked up a bill (H.R. 3644) to 
expand funding for the Bay-Watershed Education and 
Training Regional Program and the Environmental 
Literacy Grant Program to $235 million.  The programs 
are administered by NOAA and currently provide 
funding to organizations that offer watershed 
education to students, teachers and communities. 

• Water Use:  The Senate Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources will hold a briefing on December 4 
to gather information on the National Water Census 
Program and the 2005 Water Use Report from the 
USGS. 

• WRDA:  On November 18, the House Water Resources 
and Environment Subcommittee began reviewing 
possible Army Corps projects for the 2010 Water 
Resources Development Act.  Members of Congress 
must turn in their requests by December 3. 

Climate & Energy:  Despite rapid-fire initial efforts on 
Senate climate legislation, timing of the bill (S. 1733) is now 
in question, with the latest prediction for “sometime in the 
spring” after the Senate tackles health care and financial 
regulatory reform.  As of November 25, President Obama 
plans to attend the U.N. global warming negotiations in 
Copenhagen on December 9. 

Chesapeake Bay:  On November 9, the Subcommittee on 
Water and Wildlife of the Senate EPW Committee held a 
hearing on Senator Ben Cardin’s (MD) Chesapeake Clean 
Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act of 2009 (S. 1816).  At 
the hearing, Chuck Fox, EPA’s Chesapeake Bay adviser, 
expressed support for the Senate bill, citing consistency 
with EPA’s current Bay efforts. 

• On November 19, the Senate Commerce 
Committee marked up Senator Mark Warner’s 
(VA) bill (S. 1224) to reauthorize NOAA’s 
Chesapeake Bay program at $79 million over four 
years.  The House approved companion legislation 
(H.R. 1771) on September 30. 

Transportation Bill:  The Senate continues to hope for a 
six-month extension (lasting through June 2010) to the 
existing transportation law after the current Continuing 
Resolution expires on December 18. 

Budget and Appropriations:  As the end of the most recent 
CR looms, Congress works to wrap up many outstanding 
appropriations bills.  Because the CR expires on December 
18, it is possible that all remaining bills will not be 
completed and a “minibus” would be needed. 

 COMMERCE-JUSTICE-SCIENCE – CJS appropriations 
remains hung up.  The Senate passed their CJS 
appropriations legislation 71-28 on November 5 and has 
appointed conferees.  The House has not yet named their 
conferees.  The $64.8 billion bill (H.R. 2847) provides a 
substantial $4.77 billion to NOAA. 

Most markups are available for viewing on House and 
Senate committee websites, as floor activity is aired on C-
SPAN.  Details of President Obama’s FY2010 budget are 
available on the White House OMB website. 

Also check out the NEW Northeast-Midwest Institute 
website – we will soon post more information on relevant 
appropriations earmarks and include FY2010 
appropriations charts. 
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