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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Stormwater – On October 28, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency announced that it would work with 
states and municipalities to efficiently control and 
manage stormwater and wastewater using a more 
“integrated planning approach.”  The announcement 
followed an October 27 EPA memo. 

• Septic Systems – On November 9, EPA signed a 
memorandum of understanding with sixteen partner 
organizations to encourage collaboration on septic 
system performance improvement.  

• CAFOs – In late October, EPA released its draft rule for 
collecting information on concentrated animal feeding 
operations and potential discharges.  Two webcasts on 
the rule were held in November. 

• WIPS – Draft Phase II Watershed Implementation Plans 
from the states and DC for the Chesapeake Bay TMDL 
are due to EPA by December 15.  The first set of two-
year milestones is to be complete on December 31. 

• Delaware – On November 10, EPA announced the final 
consent decree with the Delaware Department of 
Natural Resources and Environmental Control and 
DuPont Corp.  DuPont will pay $500,000 for Clean 
Water Act permit noncompliance. 

• Superfund – On November 15, EPA announced that 
cleanup of soil and groundwater contamination was 
complete at the Sayreville Landfill in New Jersey. 

o In late October, EPA and the US Army Corps of 
Engineers began the removal of contaminated 

sediment in the Passaic River in Newark, New 
Jersey. 

Fracking:   

• DOE – On November 10, the Natural Gas 
Committee of the Secretary of Energy Advisory 
Board at the US Department of Energy issued its 
draft final report.  This report reviewed progress 
made on recommendations contained in its first 
report released in August. 

• EPA – On November 3, EPA released its final 
hydraulic fracturing study plan.  The study will 
examine the full lifecycle of water in the process.  
Initial results are expected in 2012 with a final 
report in 2014. 

• DRBC – On November 18, the Delaware River 
Basin Commission announced plans to cancel a 
vote on natural gas development regulations set 
for November 21.  A new date has not yet been 
selected.  The regulations were released on the 
DRBC website in early November. 

DOI:  On November 3, the US Department of Interior 
released a 50-state plan—that includes two projects from 
each state—as part of the America’s Great Outdoors 
Initiative. 

USDA:  US Department of Agriculture’s National 
Agricultural Statistics Service is working with the Maryland 
Department of Agriculture to survey agricultural 
conservation practices in the Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

Fisheries:  On November 9, the Atlantic States Marine 
Fisheries Commission voted to limit the menhaden harvest. 
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Studies and Reports:   

• According to a study from Johns Hopkins University 
and the University of Maryland Center for 
Environmental Science, the dead zone in the 
Chesapeake Bay is shrinking slightly. 

• A report by the Virginia state Senate Finance 
Committee suggests the cost of Chesapeake Bay 
cleanup for Virginia could be greater than $15 billion. 

• The National Parks Conservation Association released 
a report in late November that outlines concerns for 
Chesapeake Bay health and restoration progress. 

• The Natural Resources Defense Council recently 
released a report on green infrastructure and its 
benefits for stormwater management. 

• A new report by Food & Water Watch disputes reports 
of job-creation and economic benefits associated with 
shale gas development. 

• Last month, researchers at Penn State released details 
from a study that examines drinking water wells near 
shale gas development for contamination associated 
with the fracking process. 

• Recent preliminary research out of the University of 
Texas finds no link between the fracking process and 
drinking water contamination—but does identify 
surface problems. 

• Researchers at Carnegie Mellon University suggest in a 
recent study that bonding requirements for Marcellus 
Shale natural gas wells in Pennsylvania are inadequate. 

• A recent DOI report suggests the agency’s fisheries 
program contributes $3.6 billion to the nation’s 
economy and supports 68,000 jobs in outdoor 
recreation. 

• A study by Resources for the Future suggests that the 
EPA is most likely to release controversial news or 
information on Fridays or before holidays. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• On November 14, Resources for the Future held an 
event to the launch of their shale gas risk management 
initiative. 

• Registration is open for the Chesapeake Conservation 
Landscaping Council’s fourth annual “Turning a New 
Leaf” Conference on Friday, December 2 at the 
Doubletree Willow Valley Resort in Lancaster, PA. 

• The New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 
Commission will hold the Annual Nonpoint Source 
Pollution Conference in Portsmouth, NH on May 15-16, 
2012.  Abstracts are accepted through December 16. 

• The National Water Quality Monitoring Council’s 
National Monitoring Conference will be held April 30 – 
May 4, 2012 in Portland, OR. 

• Restore America’s Estuaries’ National Conference on 
Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration will be held 
October 20-24, 2012 in Tampa, Florida.  Proposals are 
now being accepted through February 1, 2012. 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Coastal Services Center continues its digital coast 
webinar series. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Bay TMDL:  The Conservation, Energy & Forestry 
Subcommittee of the House Agriculture Committee held a 
hearing on November 3 to examine the impact of the 
Chesapeake Bay TMDL Phase II WIP on rural communities. 

Fracking:  On November 14, the Senate Energy & Natural 
Resources Committee held a field hearing on Marcellus 
Shale natural gas development. 

On November 16, the Water Resources Subcommittee of 
the House Transportation & Infrastructure Committee held 
a hearing to examine regulatory approaches to hydraulic 
fracturing, specifically EPA’s plan to regulate drilling 
wastewater. 

Rivers:  On November 10, the Senate Energy & Natural 
Resources Committee marked up a bill (S. 970) to designate 
additional segments and tributaries of White Clay Creek in 

Delaware and Pennsylvania in the National Wild & Scenic 
Rivers System. 

National Parks:  At the same markup, the committee 
approved a bill (S. 323) to establish the first National Park 
in the State of Delaware. 

Climate Adaptation:  On November 16, Senators Sheldon 
Whitehouse (RI) and Max Baucus (MT) introduced 
legislation (S. 1881) to advance climate change adaptation 
efforts at federal agencies. 

Clean Water Act:  On November 3, Senator James Inhofe 
(OK), Rep. John Mica (FL) and Rep. Bob Gibbs (OH) issued a 
joint statement on EPA’s effort to revise Clean Water Act 
jurisdictional guidance.  Soon thereafter, those Members 
sent a letter to EPA and the US ACE on November 8 
expressing concern about the scope of the draft guidance. 
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On November 3, Rep. Tim Huelskamp (KS) introduced a bill 
(H.R. 3323) that would prohibit the EPA and the US ACE 
from altering the definition of “navigable waters” and 
“waters of the United States” in the Clean Water Act. 

Regulations:  On October 31, the House Judiciary 
Committee marked up a bill (H.R. 3010) that would require 
federal agencies to perform a cost-benefit analysis and give 
special consideration to “major” rules and guidance.  The 
bill is scheduled to be considered on the House floor on or 
after December 1. 

On November 18, the House Oversight and Government 
Reform Committee passed a bill (H.R. 373) that would 
require an analysis of the costs to state and local 
governments of federal unfunded mandates. 

The “Regulations from the Executive in Need of Scrutiny 
Act,” or REINS Act (H.R. 10), is expected to be considered 
on the House floor in early December.  The bill would 
require Congressional approval of any regulation deemed 
to have an economic impact of $100 million or more. 

Ballast Water:  On November 15, the House approved 
the Coast Guard and Maritime Transportation Act (H.R. 
2838), which also contains the Commercial Vessel 
Discharges Reform Act (H.R. 2840).  The controversial 
discharge bill would create a single nationwide standard for 
ballast-mediated invasive species.  

EPA Science:  On November 17, the Energy & Environment 
Subcommittee of the House Science, Space & Technology 
Committee held a hearing on science programs at the EPA 
– particularly on EPA’s fracking study plan. 

Budget and Appropriations:  In October, the Senate began 
consideration of a “minibus” package of three 
appropriations bills (Commerce-Justice-Science, 
Transportation & Housing, and Agriculture).  The package 
passed the Senate on November 1. 

The House approved the minibus on November 17 and the 
conference report cleared the Senate shortly thereafter.  
The final legislation (H.R. 2112) included a continuing 
resolution to fund the federal government through 
December 16—the previous CR expired on November 18. 

Concurrently, Congress’ “deficit super committee” was 
working to identify spending cuts to meet the terms of the 
debt ceiling deal.  The Joint Select Committee on Deficit 
Reduction had until November 23 to pass a plan that cuts 
spending by $1.5 trillion.  Their efforts failed. 

AGRICULTURE:  Agriculture conservation programs were 
cut in the minibus.  For instance, the Wetlands Reserve 
Program would be capped at 185,800 acres and the Open 
Fields program would be eliminated.  The bill also provides 
$5,000,000 for the “Conservation Delivery Streamlining 
Initiative” (page 75 of the report). 

EWD:  The Senate EWD bill was to be included in another 
minibus this month, but met with time constraints, and 
was postponed until after the Thanksgiving recess.   

An amendment (SA 939) was offered to the Energy & 
Water bill (H.R. 2354) by Senators John Barrasso (WY) and 
Dean Heller (NV) to prevent the US Army Corps of 
Engineers from revising its Clean Water Act guidance. 

An amendment was also filed by Senators Bob Casey (PA), 
Pat Toomey (PA) and Chris Coons (DE) to attempt to 
advance the Corps’ Delaware River dredging project. 

INTERIOR/EPA:  The Senate Appropriations Committee 
released draft text of the Interior Appropriations bill on 
October 14.  Reports suggest this bill will not be considered 
on the floor due to concerns over policy riders. 

The draft provides $8.620 billion (a $62 million cut from 
FY11) for the US Environmental Protection Agency and 
more than $10.275 billion (a $288 million cut) for the US 
Department of the Interior. 

An accompanying table shows $1.47 billion allocated to the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service and $1.063 billion for the US 
Geological Survey.  Clean Water State Revolving Funds 
would receive $1.5 billion and Section 106 grants would 
receive nearly $239 million — both equivalent to FY11. 

Chesapeake Bay restoration is allocated $60.4 million — $6 
million above FY11.  Long Island Sound would receive less 
than $4 million. 

Plans for the Interior/EPA bill are unclear, but this draft 
legislation could end up attached to another minibus. 

CJS:  In the minibus, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration would receive nearly $5 billion.  Agency 
funding increases are directed primarily at climate and 
weather satellites (page 12 of the report). 

Coastal Zone Management Grants are funded at $66.146 
million and the Stewardship program at $8 million. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic 
Watersheds Program 
has a blog! Please visit  

http://midatlanticnem
w.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute 
Capitol Hill and regional 
news and information 
and back issues of the 
mid-Atlantic Updates 
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