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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA: The US Environmental Protection Agency 
recently released its FY 2011 five-year strategic plan to 
guide the agency in meeting its priorities.  The plan 
presents five strategic goals for advancing the agency’s 
environmental and human-health mission, accompanied by 
five cross-cutting fundamental strategies. 

DOI: On October 18, the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service announced the establishment of a new mid-Atlantic 
wildlife refuge in the National Wildlife Refuge System; the 
Cherry Valley NWR in the Delaware River Basin in eastern 
Pennsylvania is America’s 553rd refuge. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – The 45-day public comment period for the 
draft Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load ends 
on November 8. The proposed TMDL was published on 
September 24.  Final Watershed Implementation Plans 
are due November 29. 

o In response to an earlier letter sent by 
Members of Congress to EPA Administrator 
Lisa Jackson, the agency has denied a request 
to extend the Chesapeake Bay TMDL 
comment period. 

o Members of the New York Congressional and 
Senate delegations also sent a letter to the 
EPA expressing their dissatisfaction with the 
proposed Bay TMDL limits for New York. 

• Grants – In early November, the National Fish and 
Wildlife Foundation awarded 34 Chesapeake Bay 
restoration projects with a total of $3.4 million 
through the Small Watershed Grants Program. 

• Enforcement – The EPA has fined Baltimore City and 
Anne Arundel and Harford Counties in Maryland for 
stormwater runoff violations.  

• Stormwater – The EPA is holding a series of public 
listening session on a proposed stormwater rule  
for new development and redevelopment that would 
impact the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  The first 
session was held October 26 in Baltimore, MD with 
sessions in other states through mid-November. The 
full list of dates and locations and registration for the 
sessions can be found on the EPA website.  There will 
also be one webcast on November 16. 

Superfund:   

• New York Governor David Patterson will 
withdraw the state from the EPA’s Superfund 
program, which has 114 sites throughout NY, 
including the PCB dredging program in the Hudson 
River–the nation’s largest project. 

• In mid-October, the EPA announced intentions to 
propose to add the Mansfield Trail Dump Site in 
Byram Township, New Jersey, and the Dwyer 
Property Ground Water Plume located north of 
Elkton, Maryland to the Superfund National 
Priorities List. 

• In early November, the EPA announced 
completion of the cleanup at the Havertown PCE 
Superfund site in Haverford Township, Delaware 
County, Pennsylvania, which included removing 
contaminated soil and treating polluted 
groundwater. 

Grants and Funding:  The National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s Restoration Center has a 
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new funding opportunity for coastal habitat restoration.  
The Open Rivers Initiative will fund projects that directly 
benefit migratory fish species, including dam removal, 
installation of fish passage, and elimination of other 
migration barriers.  Deadline to apply is November 17. 

Energy Development, Fracking:   

• Disclosure – As a part of its study of hydraulic 
fracturing, the EPA has formally requested voluntary 
information on the chemical composition of fluids used 
in the process.  The agency had hoped to receive 
responses within 30 days; many companies have 
missed the initial deadline citing a need for more time 
to compile information, but ultimately intend to 
comply. 

• Regulation – The Delaware River Basin Commission 
again delayed the release of its draft regulation for 
natural gas development within the Delaware 
watershed.  The draft is now expected sometime in 
November or December. 

Studies and Reports:   

• A federal scientist is reporting the discovery of intersex 
male smallmouth bass in the Susquehanna.  She is 
investigating the relationship between exposure to 
farm chemicals/pharmaceuticals and the abnormality. 

• A recent study by the United States Geological Survey 
suggests that altering river and stream flows changes 
the composition of the ecosystem.  Researchers 
examined 3000 sites across the country.  

• In late October, the Susquehanna River Basin 
Commission along with Bucknell University, the EPA, 
and the Susquehanna River Heartland Coalition for 
Environmental Studies released the first ever State of 
the Susquehanna report.   

Conferences and Meetings: 

• Registration for the 2011 Choose Clean Water – 
Chesapeake Bay Restoration Conference in 
Washington, DC is now open.  The conference will be 
held January 10-12 at the Park Hyatt hotel. 

• Registration is still open for the Restore America’s 
Estuaries 5th National Conference in Galveston, TX 
November 13-17, 2010.  The theme will be “Preparing 
for Climate Change: Science, Practice, and Policy.” 

• The “Where Do We Grow From Here? Bay Friendly 
Development in the 21st Century” conference on 
development, environment, and the Bay will be hosted 
by the Chesapeake Bay Foundation and the Home 
Builders Association of Maryland on November 17 in 
Baltimore, MD. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Congress has been on recess since September 30 in preparation 
for the November 2 election.  They will return the week of 
November 15 and will likely attempt to address appropriations, 
energy, and a few other legislative priorities—possibly including 
land and water bills—during the lame duck session. 

WRDA:  The Senate Environment & Public Works 
Committee will hold a hearing on the next Water Resources 
Development Act on November 17 at 10am in Dirksen 406. 

The following appropriations information is reposted as a 
placeholder prior to anticipated action on appropriations after the 
election—although currently it seems as though Congress will 
simply enact another Continuing Resolution to keep the 
government running into the next Congress. 

Budget and Appropriations:  Just before FY 2010 expired 
on September 30, Congress considered and approved a 
$219 billion continuing resolution to fund the federal 
government at current levels. 

The full Senate has not yet voted on any bills, and the full 
House has voted on just a few with many still awaiting full 
Appropriations Committee consideration. 

ENERGY & WATER – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved its FY11 spending bill.  On July 15, the 

House Energy and Water Appropriations Subcommittee 
marked up its FY11 Appropriations bill.   

INTERIOR & ENVIRONMENT – On July 22, the House 
Interior and Environment Appropriations Subcommittee 
marked up its FY11 bill.  The Senate Committee has not yet 
taken up an Interior and Environment bill. 

AGRICULTURE – In mid July, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee completed its FY11 Agriculture spending bill. 
On June 30, the Agriculture Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee completed markup of its bill. 

CJS – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
approved its FY11 legislation.  On June 29, the House 
Commerce-Justice-Science Appropriations Subcommittee 
marked up the FY11 CJS Appropriations bill. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. Regional election analysis coming soon! 
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