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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• Stimulus Spending – The District of Columbia has been 
awarded nearly $39 million in stimulus money from 
the EPA for water infrastructure projects.  These 
projects are expected to contribute to Chesapeake 
restoration efforts. 

• Power Plant Wastewater – The EPA released its final 
“Steam Electric Power Generating Point Source 
Category: Final Detailed Study Report” in October, 
which suggests that power plant wastewater and coal 
ash slurry could impact human health and the 
environment, particularly because of high 
concentrations of heavy metals.  EPA will likely revise 
standards for the industry. 

• New IG Report – The EPA’s Inspector General released 
a report on October 27 that suggests the EPA has 
insufficient ability to identify Clean Water Act Section 
404 wetland violations.  The primary method of 
monitoring relies mostly on outside sources to notify 
federal officials of transgressions. 

• Stormwater Survey – The EPA has proposed to 
disseminate a survey to parties involved in stormwater 
management, including developers and contractors, 
operators of municipal storm sewer systems, and state 
to inform a potential stormwater rulemaking.  EPA is 
accepting comments on the survey at this time. 

Executive Order/TMDL:  The EPA will hold a series of 
fourteen public meetings and listening sessions throughout 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed to discuss the forthcoming 
TMDL.  A list of dates and locations can be found on the 
Bay TMDL website. 

• On November 4, the EPA notified the Bay states 
and DC that they are expected to prepare detailed 
plans for reducing pollution entering the estuary 
as one of the first steps in the federal effort 
resulting from the May executive order.  The draft 
federal clean-up strategy is expected November 9. 

Nuclear:  The Nuclear Regulatory Commission granted a 
20-year operating license to the Three Mile Island facility 
on the Susquehanna River on October 22. 

Superfund: 

• On November 2, the EPA announced the addition 
of Raritan Bay Slag site in Sayreville and Old Bridge 
Township, New Jersey, to the Superfund National 
Priorities List. 

Grant Opportunity:  The Five Star Grant Program is seeking 
applications for 2010.  The program seeks to develop 
community capacity to sustain local natural resources for 
future generations by providing modest financial assistance 
to diverse local partnerships for wetland, riparian, and 
coastal habitat restoration.  An online webinar is scheduled 
for Thursday, December 10, 2:00-3:30pm EST to provide 
supplemental information regarding the grants program. 

Studies, Reports:   

• A new report by PennEnvironment suggests that 
Pennsylvania’s waterways have been subjected to 
large volumes of chemical pollution, making the state 
the sixth worst in the country for toxic discharges.  The 
Susquehanna and Delaware Rivers are both featured in 
the report. 

• In a late October report, the GAO stated that the 
White House could help states and localities with their 
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climate change adaptation planning by showing 
increased leadership with regard to a national 
strategy. 

• The USGS released their most recent report on US 
water use.  Analysis is performed every five years, and 
2005 data shows that water consumption dropped 
slightly despite continued population growth. 

• A recent report, published in the journal 
Environmental Research Letters suggests that Atlantic 
coastal development continues to increase despite the 
threat of sea-level rise, and difficult decisions will need 
to be made about which areas to protect.  The report 
is broken down by state. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Water and Wildlife Bills: 

• Clean Water Act:  The House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee held a hearing on Clean 
Water Act enforcement and progress on October 15.  
EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson testified, and discussed 
a plan for improving agency clean water enforcement 
efforts.   

• OIG: At the hearing, EPA’s Office of Inspector 
General suggested that in order for the EPA to 
succeed with Clean Water Act enforcement, it 
should first remedy its own management 
issues.  The OIG finds data needs remain 
unmet, and inter-office coordination is 
lacking.  The GAO also assisted with the 
findings.  In a separate report released 
October 26, the OIG also found that the EPA 
needs a better strategy to identify Section 
404/wetland violations. 

• Migratory Birds:  On October 28, The House Natural 
Resources Committee approved a bill (H.R. 2213) to 
reauthorize the Neotropical Migratory Bird Act, which 
provides for a grant program that funds initiatives for 
migratory bird conservation.  The final version of the 
bill authorizes $55 million over five years rather than 
the $86 million originally proposed. 

Climate & Energy:  On October 23, EPW Committee 
Chairman Barbara Boxer (CA) unveiled the chairman’s mark 
923-page draft of climate legislation (S. 1733).  The latest 
iteration contains allowance allocation details (the Senate 
handles issues regarding the deficit differently from the 
House; although the allocations appear similar, the 
ultimate numbers from the Senate bill will be lower).  A 
series of hearings began October 27 with the heads of 
several federal agencies testifying.  Markup tentatively 
began November 3 with opening statements – partisan 
issues resulted in an unprecedented passing of the draft 
legislation in committee 11-1 on November 5.  Also on 
October 27, Senators Max Baucus (MT) and Sheldon 
Whitehouse (RI) introduced legislation (S. 1933) aimed at 
creating a federal fund for natural resources adaptation in 
the face of climate change.  The adaptation bill is intended 

to compliment the climate legislation, and will require 
federal agencies to develop a national strategy for 
vulnerable places. 

• The House Water and Power Subcommittee of the 
House Committee on Natural Resources held a 
hearing on October 27 to investigate federal 
agencies’ collection and distribution of water 
management data, particularly with respect to 
climate change. 

Chesapeake Bay:  On October 19, at an event at Sandy 
Point State Park, Senator Ben Cardin (MD) unveiled his final 
“Chesapeake Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act 
of 2009.” The bill (S. 1816) will codify President Obama’s 
Executive Order, increase the federal government’s role in 
enforcement, set a firm deadline for restoration at 2025, 
and provide funding for combating stormwater runoff.  At 
the same event, Rep. Elijah Cummings (MD) stated that his 
House version will be along shortly. 

• The EPW Committee is planning a hearing for 
Monday, November 9 to receive testimony on 
“Great Water Body Legislation,” which includes 
the Chesapeake Bay bill. 

T&I Hearing:  On November 4, the Water Resources and 
Environment Subcommittee of the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee held a hearing to discuss 
stimulus funding spent on water resources projects.  The 
US Army Corps of Engineers, EPA and state representatives 
testified. More than 99 percent of the $4 billion in the 
ARRA for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund has been 
awarded by EPA, and the Corps is working on 731 stimulus-
funded projects. 

Transportation Bill:  Congress once again turned to an 
extension of the current law in the most recent Continuing 
Resolution (see below), which will carry through December 
18.  Some Senators are looking at a six-month 
transportation bill extension, but House T&I Committee 
Chairman Jim Oberstar (WI) does not support that plan, 
and hopes to act sooner rather than later. 

Budget and Appropriations:  On October 27, the House 
and Senate also approved another Continuing Resolution 
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to keep the federal government operating while further 
appropriations bills are completed.  The previous CR 
expired on October 31.  The current extension expires 
December 18, and it was attached to the Interior-EPA 
appropriations bill.  It is still unclear if all appropriations 
bills will be completed by that date. 

 COMMERCE-JUSTICE-SCIENCE – The Senate filed 
cloture on October 13 to encourage passing of their CJS 
appropriations legislation. However, the vote failed that 
evening due to disagreement over amendments, and the 
bill remains stalled.  The $64.8 billion bill (H.R. 2847) 
provides a substantial $4.77 billion to NOAA. 

 ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT – On 
October 15, the full Senate approved the conference report 
for the Energy and Water Development spending bill (H.R. 
3183) by a vote of 80-17.  The House approved the 
conference report on October 1 by 308-114. The bill 
provides $33.5 billion for energy and water development 
projects, including $5.3 billion for the Army Corps of 
Engineers.  The bill was signed by the President on October 
28. 

 INTERIOR-EPA – On October 27, House and Senate 
Conferees completed their work on the FY10 Interior-EPA 
conference report, approving $32.24 billion for the 
agencies (H.R. 2996).  While the funding in the bill is slightly 
below the President’s request, it is nearly $4.7 billion above 
last year’s levels. The Senate approved the measure 72-28 
and the House passed it 247-178 on October 29. The 
President signed the bill on October 30. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Interior:  $11.1 billion. 

o $503.3 million, $40.4 million above 2009, to 
provide critically needed staff, implement 
climate change strategies, and improve 
conservation efforts at National Wildlife 
Refuges. 

o $450 million for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund. 

• EPA:  $10.3 billion. 

o $2.1 billion for the Clean Water State 
Revolving Fund and $157 million for direct 
grants to communities for water 
infrastructure. 

o $605 million for Superfund activities. 

o $385 million for programs that address global 
climate change. 

o $50 million for the Chesapeake Bay Program. 

o Also requires EPA to conduct a study on gas 
drilling via hydraulic fracturing and its 
potential impacts on drinking water. 

Most markups are available for viewing on House and 
Senate committee websites, as floor activity is aired on C-
SPAN.  Details of President Obama’s FY2010 budget are 
available on the White House OMB website. 

Also check out the NEW Northeast-Midwest Institute 
website – we will soon post more information on relevant 
appropriations earmarks and include FY2010 
appropriations charts. 

 

Senator Cardin's "Chesapeake Clean Water and Ecosystem Restoration Act of 2009" 
unveiling at Sandy Point State Park, MD. Photo: Rachel Dawson. 

http://appropriations.senate.gov/news.cfm?method=news.view&id=2c975def-9d40-4dca-9502-7bdba5d5d17e�
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.r.02847:�
http://appropriations.house.gov/pdf/EW_FY10_conference-09.30.2009.pdf�
http://appropriations.house.gov/pdf/EW_Conf_Rpt_FY2010.pdf�
http://appropriations.house.gov/pdf/EW_Conf_Rpt_FY2010.pdf�
http://appropriations.house.gov/pdf/EW_Conf_Rpt_FY2010.pdf�
http://appropriations.house.gov/pdf/Interior_FY10_Conference_Summary.pdf�
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:h.r.02996:�
http://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/budget/fy2009/�

	Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that brevity is always appr...
	NEWS
	LEGISLATION in BRIEF

