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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Stormwater – This month, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency approved new stormwater 
performance standards for Washington, DC.  The new 
permit requires increased use of green infrastructure. 

• Wetlands – On October 6, EPA announced a new 
website devoted to wetland protection and public 
engagement in enforcement and violations reporting. 

• Fracking – EPA announced on October 20 that the 
agency intends to regulate wastewater discharges 
associated with natural gas drilling.  A rule is expected 
in 2014. 

• WIPS – Phase II Watershed Implementation Plans from 
the states and DC for the Chesapeake Bay TMDL are 
due to the EPA by December 15. 

• Enforcement – On September 30, EPA announced the 
launch of a new online mapping tool to increase public 
access to compliance and enforcement activity. 

Fracking:  Dominion Energy announced early this month 
that it received authorization from the US Department of 
Energy to export liquefied natural gas from a terminal in 
Lusby, MD on the Chesapeake Bay, located near Marcellus 
and Utica natural gas plays. 

FWS:  On October 25, the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
announced the appointment of James Kurth to head the 
National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Grants and Funding:  In early October, the Chesapeake Bay 
Program and the National Fish & Wildlife Foundation 
announced nearly $11 million in grants through the Small 

Watershed Grants Program and the Innovative Nutrient 
and Sediment Reduction Grants Program to fund 55 
projects throughout the Bay watershed. 

• The Chesapeake Bay Funders Network is providing 
grants to Bay watershed organizations for capacity 
building in the face of TMDL and WIP implementation.  
Deadline is December 2. 

• In late September, the National Science Foundation 
awarded a grant to Penn State University to engage 
adults in the science associated with Marcellus Shale 
natural gas development. 

• On October 19, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration announced $1.6 million in grants for 
algal bloom research and forecasting in the Gulf of 
Maine. 

Studies and Reports:   

• The Citizens Marcellus Shale Commission released 
natural gas development recommendations on 
October 24. 

• In early October, the Pennsylvania Department of 
Labor and Industry released “fast facts” on Marcellus 
Shale labor and economic activity data. 

• A new report out of the University of Maryland 
suggests fugitive emissions associated with 
unconventional gas development are less detrimental 
to climate change than emissions from coal. 

• Last month, researchers at Cornell University released 
a report on the economic consequences and issues 
associated with Marcellus gas drilling. 
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• An October poll by Mercyhurst College shows the 
majority of Pennsylvanians support fracking (not in 
state parks and forests) but they are divided on risks. 

• A brief by Wilkes University and the Institute for Public 
Policy and Economic Development analyzes two areas 
of the Pennsylvania governor’s proposed natural gas 
drilling rules: setbacks from water supplies and the 
proposed impact fee. 

• Recent US Department of Agriculture research claims 
that in 65% of agricultural fields treated with nitrogen 
fertilizer, application was performed improperly. 

• The US Army Corps of Engineers, the Susquehanna 
River Basin Commission, the State of Maryland and the 
Nature Conservancy are collaborating on a study of the 
sediments behind the Conowingo Dam on the 
Susquehanna River. 

• On September 26, the Scientific Technical Advisory 
Committee of the Chesapeake Bay Program released a 
report validated EPA TMDL modeling efforts that were 
previously criticized in a 2010 LimnoTech report. 

• With a grant from USDA, the Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation, in partnership with Washington Gas 
Energy Services and Sterling Planet will undertake a 
study to compare the greenhouse gas emissions and 
runoff potential of different types of fertilizer 
application methods. 

• According to a report by Green for All, a $188 billion 
investment in green infrastructure would yield 1.9 
million jobs 

• A new DOI report suggests wetland losses in the US 
have slowed but a downward trend continues.  

• On October 10, economic analysts released a report 
prepared for NFWF on the economics associated with 
outdoor recreation and conservation. 

• On October 12, the administration released a progress 
report on the America’s Great Outdoors initiative.  DOI 
will also release a 50-state report in November. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• The Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation will 
host its conference Societies, Coasts & Estuaries: 
Adapting to Change on November 6-12, 2011. 

• Registration is open for the Chesapeake Conservation 
Landscaping Council’s fourth annual “Turning a New 
Leaf” Conference on Friday, December 2 at the 
Doubletree Willow Valley Resort in Lancaster, PA. 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Coastal Services Center continues its digital coast 
webinar series. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Nutrient Pollution:  On October 4, the Water & Wildlife 
Subcommittee of the Senate Environment & Public Works 
Committee held a hearing on nutrient pollution reduction. 

Flooding:  The Senate Environment & Public Works 
Committee held a hearing on October 18 to gather 
testimony on the many flooding events of 2011. 

Fracking:  On October 20, the Water & Power 
Subcommittee of the Senate Energy & Natural Resources 
Committee held a hearing to explore water use associated 
with natural gas development in the eastern US. 

 On October 4, the full Senate Energy & Natural 
resources committee called the Secretary of Energy 
Advisory Board’s Shale Gas Production Subcommittee to 
Capitol Hill to testify on its report. 

 On October 11, Rep. Doc Hastings (WA), Chairman 
of the House Natural Resources Committee, sent a letter to 
Interior Secretary Salazar requesting that he testify before 
the Committee on DOI plans to craft rules on fracking. 

 On October 25, Reps. Henry Waxman (CA), Diana 
DeGette (CO), and Ed Markey (MA) sent a letter to the EPA 

Administrator to inform her of updated figures on diesel 
fuel use in fracking. 

Duck Stamp:  On October 6, Rep. Rob Wittman (VA) 
introduced legislation (H.R. 3117) to authorize electronic 
duck stamp sales.  The Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans & Insular 
Affairs Subcommittee of the House Natural Resources 
Committee held a hearing on the bill on October 25. 

Wildlife Refuges:  At the same hearing, the subcommittee 
also considered a bill (H.R. 3009) introduced on September 
22 by Rep. John Fleming (LA) that would require that any 
new national wildlife refuge be approved by Congress. 

Chesapeake Bay Gateways:  On October 19, Senator Ben 
Cardin (MD) and five other Bay watershed Senators 
introduced a bill (S. 1740) to reauthorize the Chesapeake 
Bay Gateways and Watertrails Network through FY 2016. 

Hypoxia:  On October 13, Senator Olympia Snowe (ME) 
introduced the Harmful Algal Blooms and Hypoxia 
Research and Control Amendments Act (S. 1701) to 
encourage a “comprehensive and integrated national 
program to address harmful algal blooms and hypoxia 
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through baseline research, monitoring, prevention, 
mitigation, and control.” 

Ocean Policy:  On October 26, the House Natural Resources 
Committee held a hearing to examine the administration’s 
national ocean policy. 

Waterfronts:  Rep. Chellie Pingree (ME) introduced a bill 
(H.R. 3109) to establish a working waterfront grant 
program for coastal states. 

Fisheries:  On October 5, Senator John Rockefeller (WV) 
introduced legislation (S. 1657) to reauthorize the Sport 
Fish Restoration and Boating Trust Fund which collects 
excise taxes to support state fisheries management and 
conservation efforts. 

EPA Spending:  On October 12, the Subcommittee on 
Oversight & Investigations of the House Committee on 
Energy & Commerce held a hearing to review EPA’s budget. 

Budget and Appropriations:  The House Appropriations 
Committee has addressed most appropriations bills to date 
(including Agriculture, Energy & Water Development, 
Interior & Environment, and Commerce, Justice, Science 
bills)—and 6 of them have cleared the full House 
(Agriculture and Energy & Water). In the Senate, 11 of 12 
bills have been approved by the Committee.  An omnibus 
appropriations bill—or several small omnibus packages—is 
probable.  In fact, in mid-October, the Senate began 
consideration of a package of three appropriations bills 
(CJS, Transportation, Agriculture).  The package will likely 
be voted on during the week of October 31. 

In late September, Congress passed a continuing resolution 
to fund the Federal government through October 4.  The 
Senate also voted on a CR to fund the Federal government 
through November 18, which the House later passed.  
Congress must either pass all spending bill before this date 
or enact another CR. 

Concurrently, Congress’ “deficit super committee” is 
working to identify spending cuts to meet the terms of the 
debt ceiling deal.  The Joint Select Committee on Deficit 
Reduction has until November 23 to pass a plan that cuts 
spending by $1.5 trillion.  Their recommendation must 
receive full Congressional consideration by December 23 to 
avoid automatic cuts provided in the deal. 

AGRICULTURE:  On June 16, the House approved an FY12 
Agriculture Appropriations bill that cuts US Department of 
Agriculture funding by $2.6 billion relative to FY11 
numbers.  The bill makes significant cuts to conservation 
programs. 

The Senate Appropriations committee considered its FY12 
Ag approps bill on September 7 (report is here).  The bill 
trims NRCS funding by more than $40 million to $828 
million and cuts conservation programs well below farm bill 
authorized levels. 

EWD:  On July 15, the FY12 Energy & Water Development 
appropriations bill (H.R. 2354) was passed by the House 
after several days of debate. 

Also on September 7, the Senate Appropriations 
committee passed its EWD bill (report is here).  The bill 
would provide $4.8 billion for the US Army Corps of 
Engineers.  Chesapeake Bay oyster recovery is funded at $5 
million.  In total, FY12 spending in the bill is approximately 
$57 million below enacted FY2011 EWD numbers. 

INTERIOR/EPA:  On July 12, the full House Appropriations 
Committee approved the Interior & Environment spending 
bill, including many policy riders; the bill was debated and 
abandoned on the House floor the week of July 25.  The 
administration issued a veto threat given significant 
funding cuts and policy riders in the legislation. 

**NEW** The Senate Appropriations Committee released 
draft text of the Interior Appropriations bill on October 14.  
Reports suggest this bill will not be considered on the floor 
due to concerns over policy riders. 

The draft provides $8.620 billion (a $62 million cut from 
FY11) for the US Environmental Protection Agency and 
more than $10.275 billion (a $288 million cut) for the US 
Department of the Interior. 

An accompanying table shows $1.47 billion allocated to the 
US Fish & Wildlife Service and $1.063 billion for the US 
Geological Survey.  Clean Water State Revolving Funds 
would receive $1.5 billion and Section 106 grants would 
receive nearly $239 million — both equivalent to FY11. 

Chesapeake Bay restoration is allocated $60.4 million — $6 
million above FY11.  Long Island Sound would receive less 
than $4 million. 

CJS:  On July 13, the full House Appropriations Committee 
approved the Commerce, Justice and Science 
appropriations legislation. 

On September 15, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
approved its FY12 CJS legislation (report is here).  The bill 
provides a $434 million increase to NOAA over FY11–
specifically to fund a satellite program–but the agency will 
face cuts to other programs.  For instance, NOAA 
operations, research and facilities would receive $3.1 
billion, $48 million less than FY2011. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information 
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