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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• Water Infrastructure – On October 4, the US 
Environmental Protection Agency released its policy 
for sustainable clean water and drinking water 
infrastructure.  The policy also addresses assistance 
with community funding needs for upgrades and 
repairs to aging infrastructure. 

• Blue Plains – The EPA has reissued a five-year NPDES 
operating permit for the Blue Plains wastewater 
treatment facility along the Potomac River – the 
largest facility in the  Chesapeake Bay watershed – 
with new stringent discharge requirements. 

DOI:  In late September, the US Department of Interior 
released its new scientific integrity policy through 
secretarial order.  The policy provides protection for 
whistleblowers and prohibits both political and career 
employees from suppressing scientific and technological 
findings. 

o The US Fish & Wildlife Service recently 
released its collaborative strategic plan to 
address the impact of climate change on 
landscapes and vulnerable species. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – On September 24, the EPA released the draft 
Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load. The public 
comment period on the proposed TMDL continues for 
45 days after publishing through November 8. 

o EPA is hosting a series of public meetings 
throughout the watershed this fall on the 
TMDL.  The schedule of meetings and 

presentations can be found on the TMDL 
website. 

o Webinars will accompany TMDL meetings; the 
next webinar will be held October 7 at 1pm 
(Hampton, VA). 

o On September 21, the EPA announced the 
final TMDL for trash in the Anacostia River 
watershed.  Developed over the last few 
months, this interstate TMDL is the first of its 
kind nation-wide to address trash as an 
impairment. 

• Action Plan – On September 30, federal agencies 
released their fiscal year 2011 “action plan” for 
restoring the Chesapeake Bay.  The effort was called 
for in President Obama’s May 2009 Executive Order, 
and outlines each Federal Leadership Committee 
agency’s contribution and responsibilities in the overall 
Bay restoration effort.  The $490 million plan includes 
details on all federal activities to be undertaken from 
now until September 30, 2011, broken down by the 
four goal areas and four supporting strategies. 

• Enforcement – In mid-September, the EPA levied an 
Administrative Penalty against a Pennsylvania farm for 
discharging manure and other agricultural waste into a 
tributary of the Susquehanna River without a Clean 
Water Act permit.  The farm was inspected on April 1 
and was asked on June 1 to stop discharging or obtain 
a permit. 

• NPS – The National Park Service has released its draft 
Comprehensive Management Plan/Environmental 
Assessment for Captain John Smith Chesapeake 
National Historic Trail. Public comments may be made 
until November 5.  An analysis of the comments will be 
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made and a final 20-year CMP will be submitted to 
Congress. 

Superfund:  The EPA announced on September 27 that it is 
adding Newtown Creek in New York City to its Superfund 
National Priorities List.  According to the EPA, “Potentially 
harmful contaminants such as pesticides, metals and 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) have been detected in 
Newtown Creek along with volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs).” 

Energy Development, Fracking:   

• Disclosure – As a part of its study on the 
environmental and health impacts of natural gas 
extraction via hydraulic fracturing, the EPA has 
formally requested voluntary information on the 
chemical composition of fluids used in the process.  
EPA submitted requests to nine companies, and is also 
asking for data on the impacts of the chemicals on 
human health and the environment, standard 
operating procedures at their hydraulic fracturing sites 
and the locations of sites.  The agency hopes to receive 
results from the requests by October 10, but EPA will 
use its authority to gather the information if the 
requests are declined. 

Studies, Reports:   

• A new US Geological Survey report summarizes the last 
three decades of nutrient abatement in the 
Chesapeake Bay, and suggests the employment of a 
new method that improves consideration of flow rates 
for tracking nutrient inputs in the watershed.  Analysis 
shows that nutrient reduction efforts are having varied 
results across sub-watersheds. 

• A report by the group OMB Watch suggests that the 
US Environmental Protection Agency as part of 
President Obama’s Administration has made little 
rulemaking progress on water quality issues compared 
to air pollution standards. 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
has awarded a grant to a team of researchers who will 
study the impact of night-and-day swings of hypoxia in 
shallow waters of the Chesapeake Bay—particularly on 

commercially and ecologically important finfish and 
shellfish. 

• A broad coalition of stakeholders has released a study 
“Charting New Waters:  A Call to Action to Address U.S. 
Freshwater Challenges,” which cites an impending 
freshwater crisis in the US.  The report points to five 
issues areas of concern–quality and supply of 
freshwater, competing water needs, climate change, 
environmental and public health impacts, and 
economic implications.  

• Recently, a collaboration of Pennsylvania colleges and 
universities released a study titled “Baseline 
Socioeconomic Analysis for the Marcellus Shale 
Development in Pennsylvania.”  The study relied on 
surveys and interviews to obtain baseline data to 
determine future community changes. 

• A new report by the group American Rivers highlights 
how states have been using their allotment of federal 
ARRA dollars that provided $1.2 billion for green 
infrastructure, water and energy efficiency, and 
environmental innovation. 

• The USGS held a Capitol Hill briefing on September 24 
on a new report examining nutrients in streams and 
groundwater across the United States. 

Conferences/Meetings: 

• On October 6 at 7pm in Reston, VA, USGS will host a 
public lecture entitled, “Turning the Tide on the 
Chesapeake Bay.”  USGS Bay scientists will discuss new 
science and cooperation that is being applied to 
restore the nation’s largest estuary. 

• Penn State Cooperative Extension, in partnership with 
Penn State Outreach and the Interstate Oil & Gas 
Compact Commission are hosting the 2010 Marcellus 
Summit: Building a Sustainable Future October 10-12 
in State College, PA. 

• Registration is open for the Restore America’s 
Estuaries 5th National Conference in Galveston, TX 
November 13-17, 2010.  The theme will be “Preparing 
for Climate Change: Science, Practice, and Policy.” 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Congress returned on September 13 and recessed again for 
the election on September 30.  Congress will return the 
week of November 15 and will likely attempt to address 
appropriations, energy, and a few other legislative 
priorities—possibly including land and water bills—during 
the lame duck session. 

Connecticut River:  On September 27, the Senate Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee passed a bill (S.1117) 
that would authorize the US Department of Interior to 
implement a program in the Connecticut River watershed 
in New Hampshire and Vermont to provide grants and 
technical assistance for historic and natural resources 
conservation. 
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Flood Insurance:  On September 22, the Senate Banking 
Committee held a hearing on reauthorizing the national 
flood insurance program. 

WRDA:  The Senate Environment & Public Works 
Committee will hold a hearing on the next Water Resources 
Development Act on November 17 at 10am in Dirksen 406. 

Green Infrastructure:  On September 30, the Water 
Resources Subcommittee of the House Transportation & 
Infrastructure Committee held a hearing on the “Impact of 
Green Infrastructure and Low Impact Development.”  

National Park Partnerships:  The House Natural Resources 
Committee held an oversight hearing on September 23 on 
the role of partnerships in National Parks. 

Coastal Mapping:  On September 23, Rep. Ruppersberger 
(MD) introduced a bill (H.R. 6215) that would establish a 
program within the US Department of Commerce for 
complete digital mapping of the coastal zone.  The bill 
would also allow for the establishment of “coastal services 
centers.” 

EPA in Ag:  The Senate Agriculture Committee held an 
oversight hearing on September 23 to examine the EPA’s 
role in agricultural operations. 

Agency Performance:  On September 29, the Senate 
Homeland Security & Government Affairs Committee 
passed a bill (that would require federal agencies to carry 
out quarterly performance reviews to cut waste, encourage 
accountability, and meet goals. 

Budget and Appropriations:  Just before fiscal year 2010 
expired on September 30, Congress considered and 
approved a $219 billion continuing resolution to fund the 
federal government at current levels until FY 2011 
appropriations can be made.  The bill purportedly 
contained no amendments or changes. 

The full Senate has not voted on any bills, and the full 
House has voted on just a few with many still awaiting full 
Appropriations Committee consideration.  Reports suggest 
both chambers will address FY11 appropriations through a 
large omnibus bill during the lame duck.  

The following detailed appropriations information is 
reposted as a placeholder prior to anticipated action on 
appropriations following the election. 

ENERGY & WATER – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved its FY11 Energy and Water 
Development spending bill.   

On July 15, the Energy and Water Subcommittee of the 
House Appropriations Committee marked up its FY 2011 
Appropriations bill.  The draft provides nearly $5.3 billion 
for the US Army Corps of Engineers, $400 million above the 
President’s budget request. 

INTERIOR & ENVIRONMENT – On July 22, the Interior and 
Environment Subcommittee of the House Appropriations 
Committee marked up its FY11 bill.  The bill was flat lined, 
so very few spending increases are included, and the bill 
comes in below the President’s request. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee has not yet taken up 
an Interior and Environment bill. 

AGRICULTURE – In mid July, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee completed its FY 11 Agriculture spending bill. 

On June 30, the Agriculture Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee completed markup of the FY11 
Agriculture Appropriations bill. 

CJS – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
approved its FY11 Commerce-Justice Science 
appropriations legislation.  NOAA was provided with more 
than $5.5 billion. 

On June 29, the Commerce-Justice-Science subcommittee 
of the House Appropriations Committee marked up the 
FY11 CJS Appropriations bill. 

Congress is currently on recess; both chambers will return 
the week of November 15. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 

Photo:  Adam Davis - Rehoboth Bay, DE 
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