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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

Confirmations and Appointments:   

• Senate – On September 24, Massachusetts Governor 
Deval Patrick appointed Paul Kirk to fill the Senate seat 
left vacant after the death of Senator Edward Kennedy.  
Kirk was a longtime aide to the former Senator.  A 
special election will be held on January 19. 

• Senate – Senator Blanche Lincoln (AR) has taken over 
the chairmanship of the Senate Agriculture Committee 
following the departure of Senator Tom Harkin (IA) to 
the Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions 
Committee. 

• FWS – The US Fish & Wildlife Service has appointed 
two deputy directors, Rowan Gould (operations) and 
Dan Ashe (policy); both have served at FWS for several 
years. 

• USDA – Harris Sherman, a former Executive Director of 
the Colorado Department of Natural Resources has 
been confirmed by the Senate as Deputy 
Undersecretary for the Forest Service. 

EPA:   

• Stimulus Spending – On September 16, the Maryland 
Board of Public Works approved $119.2 million in 
clean water grants and low interest loans from the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act. 

• Power Plant Wastewater – The EPA has said that it 
intends to regulate metals released in coal-fired power 
plants’ wastewater, which often includes arsenic, 
mercury and lead scrubbed from emissions. 

• New Guide – In early September, the EPA released a 
guide to help coastal cities deal with the effects of 
climate change, including flooding and storms. 

Executive Order:  On September 10, draft reports from a 
handful of federal agencies were posted to the new 
Executive Order website.  The draft reports are an initial 
step in the creation of a new strategy for Bay restoration 
due in May 2010.  Central to the reports was a need for 
increased enforcement and accountability, with a sharper 
focus on issues such as climate change and stormwater 
discharge.  Formal written comments from the public will 
be accepted after November 9. 

Superfund: 

• In late September, the EPA added 11 new Superfund 
sites to the National Priorities List; one is in Milford, 
NJ, and another is located in Lower Salford Township, 
PA.  Ten other sites were proposed for the list, 
including one in Millsboro, DE and a site in Brooklyn, 
NY. 

• Public comments are being sought on a new EPA 
strategy to make Superfund site remediation greener 
through practices such as reusing land, green building 
and energy efficiency.  Comments are accepted 
through November 10. 

Interior:  In September, Secretary Ken Salazar established a 
Climate Change Response Council and a series of 
Landscape Conservation Cooperatives through secretarial 
order.  These entities will work at a landscape scale to 
address climate change on federal lands and waters. 

• The US Fish & Wildlife Service released its own 
new climate plan on September 23.  The plan 
details a collaborative effort toward addressing 
the effects of climate change – particularly needs 
for adaptation.  Comments accepted until 
November 23. 
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Studies, Reports:   

• Research by the U.S. Geological Survey suggests that 
intersex fish can be found in river systems across the 
country, and are most prevalent in the southeastern 
US.  The cause of the deformity was not examined. 

• In mid-September, the White House issued an interim 
report listing new priorities for ocean policy.  The 
report addresses land use that affects ocean health, 
i.e. stormwater runoff.  The report is open for public 

comment; a final policy is expected at the end of the 
year. 

• The U. S. Geological Survey recently released a report  
showing the level of chloride in the northern US is 
elevated in urban streams and groundwater, mostly 
due to road de-icing. 

• The New York Times has investigated Clean Water Act 
violations that have occurred over the last decade.  
The research cited strained federal and state resources 
for the difficulty with regulation and enforcement. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Water and Wildlife Bills: 

• CWRA:  The House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee has scheduled a hearing on Clean Water 
Act enforcement and progress for October 15.  EPA 
Administrator Lisa Jackson will testify.  The hearing will 
likely inform Committee efforts toward legislation to 
address the “navigable waters” confusion in the Clean 
Water Act.  The Senate EPW Committee approved 
their bill (S. 787, substitute amendment by Senators 
Klobuchar and Baucus) this summer. 

• Migratory Birds:  The House Natural Resources 
Committee marked up two bird habitat bills on 
September 30.  The Committee approved a bill (H.R. 
2213) to reauthorize the Neotropical Migratory Bird 
Act, which provides for a grant program that funds 
initiatives for migratory bird conservation.  A bill (H.R. 
3433) amending the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Act to change rules for Canadian funding 
was also passed, and passed the full House on October 
13. 

• Dead Zones:  On October 7, the House Science and 
Technology Committee marked up a bill (H.R. 3650) 
that would reauthorize federal research and into 
hypoxia-causing algae blooms which lead to fish kills 
and dead zones at $35 million.  A hearing was held 
September 17.  Rep. Brain Baird (WA) sponsored the 
legislation, and a companion bill has made its way 
through committee in the Senate (S. 952), but 
authorizes $40 million. 

• Long Island Sound:  On September 6, the Water 
Resources Subcommittee of the House Transportation 
& Infrastructure Committee held a hearing to discuss 
restoration efforts underway in the Long Island Sound.  
Witnesses expressed difficulties with federal funding 
issues and suggested an expanded, more consistent 
program in order to accomplish the goals of the 
authorization. 

Climate & Energy:  On September 30, the Senate released 
its 800-plus page draft climate legislation.  The Boxer-Kerry 
bill is currently being reviewed by the EPA and further 
action will hinge upon the completion of that task.  
However, EPW hearings are currently slated to begin 
October 27.  Several other Senate Committees will get a 
stab at the bill, so a timeline for potential floor action is 
currently unclear, although a November markup is 
possible.  With regard to wildlife interests in climate 
legislation, nearly 600 wildlife, outdoor and recreation 
groups have asked the Senate to set aside some allowances 
for wildlife adaptation in a letter delivered September 15. 

Chesapeake Bay:   

• Chesapeake Bay Gateways Reauthorization:  On 
September 10, the full House approved 311-107 
legislation (H.R. 965) to permanently reauthorize the 
Chesapeake Bay Gateways Network, also removing the 
$3 million cap on its annual budget.  The bill was 
sponsored by Rep. John Sarbanes (MD). 

• B-WET:  On October 15, the Subcommittee on Insular 
Affairs, Oceans and Wildlife of the House Natural 
Resources Committee will hold a hearing to discuss 
expanding the Bay-Watershed Education and Training 
Regional Program.  The program is administered by 
NOAA and currently provides funding to organizations 
that offer watershed education to students, teachers 
and communities, particularly in light of climate 
change.  Grants are already available for the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

• T&I Hearing:  On September 22, the Water Resources 
Subcommittee of the Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee held a hearing to discuss the 
Chesapeake Bay Program and inform plans for 
reauthorization.  It was noted at the hearing that a 
House bill for Chesapeake Bay Program 
reauthorization is being drafted, led by Rep. Elijah 
Cummings (MD), and it will likely be similar to the 
language prepared by Senator Cardin. 
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• Also discussed at the hearing were two other 
Bay-related bills that could become part of a 
broader reauthorization measure: Rep. Gerald 
Connolly’s stormwater reduction bill (H.R. 
3265) and Rep. Wittman’s crosscut budget 
and adaptive management bill (H.R. 1053). 

Agriculture:  The House Agriculture Committee held a 
hearing on October 7 to gather testimony on agricultural 
conservation programs.  According to NRCS chief Dave 
White, the new Conservation Stewardship Program is 
unexpectedly popular among farmers.  The program pays 
farmers who have the strongest overall conservation plans 
for their property.  New sign-ups for the Conservation 
Reserve Program could begin next summer following an 
environmental assessment by the USDA. 

Transportation Bill:  Because consideration of a full 
transportation bill is unlikely in the near future due to a 
busy Congressional schedule, Congress turned to an 
extension to the current law.  The House approved a three-
month patch 335-85, but the Senate missed a deadline, 
causing states to lose nearly $9 billion in federal funding.  A 
one-month extension was ultimately enacted through the 
Continuing Resolution (see below). 

Budget and Appropriations:  Upon the end of the fiscal 
year, Congress enacted a Continuing Resolution to keep the 
federal government operating while appropriations bills 
are completed (flood insurance programs and 
transportation funding were also extended in the CR).  The 
30-day extension was approved in the House 217-190, 
where it was attached to the Legislative Branch 
appropriations bill.  The Senate later approved the bill 62-
38, and President Obama signed it with only hours to 
spare.  It is unclear if the additional month will be enough 
time to finish the remaining appropriations bills. 

 AGRICULTURE – On October 7, the House 
approved 263-162 the conference report for Agriculture 
spending (H.R. 2997), and on October 8, the Senate 
approved the measure 76-22.  Ultimately, spending cuts for 
conservation programs suggested in the President’s budget 
were ignored, and the bill reflected the levels determined 
in the most recent farm bill providing a total of $1 billion 
for agricultural conservation.  The bill has been sent to the 
President’s desk. 

 COMMERCE-JUSTICE-SCIENCE – The Senate filed 
cloture on October 13 to encourage passing of their CJS 
appropriations legislation. However, the vote failed that 
evening due to disagreement over amendments, and the 
bill has stalled.  The $64.8 billion bill (H.R. 2847) provides a 
substantial $4.77 billion to NOAA. 

 ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT – On 
October 13, cloture was filed in the Senate in an effort to 
pass the conference report for the Energy and Water 

Development spending bill (H.R. 3183).  The House 
approved the conference report on October 1 by 308 – 
114. The bill provides $33.5 billion for energy and water 
development projects, including $5.4 billion for the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

 INTERIOR-EPA – On September 24, the Senate 
approved the $32.1 billion Interior-EPA appropriations 
legislation 77-21 (H.R. 2996).  While the funding in the bill 
is below the President’s request, it is $4.5 billion above last 
year’s levels.  The bill is awaiting conference. 

• Interior:  $11.1 billion. 

• EPA:  $10.2 billion. 

Most markups are available for viewing on House and 
Senate committee websites, as floor activity is aired on C-
SPAN.  Details of President Obama’s FY2010 budget are 
available on the White House OMB website. 

Also check out the NEW Northeast-Midwest Institute 
website – we will soon post more information on relevant 
appropriations earmarks and include FY2010 
appropriations charts. 
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