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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• New Drinking Water Forum – The US Environmental 
Protection Agency has launched a new web-based 
forum to solicit input and feedback on drinking water 
protection.  The forum will be open for approximately 
one month, and will cover four topics:  Addressing 
contaminants as groups; fostering development of 
new drinking water technologies; using the authority 
of multiple statutes; collaborating with states to share 
more complete data. 

• Draft Strategy on Clean Water – Using concepts 
generated from this year’s Coming Together for Clean 
Water forum, the EPA has prepared a draft strategy for 
protecting and restoring our nation’s lakes, streams, 
and coastal waters.  Public comments are being 
accepted until September 17. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – In early September, each state (including DC) 
within the Chesapeake Bay watershed released and 
made public its draft Watershed Implementation Plan 
(WIP).  The WIPs detail how states intend to meet the 
target Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum Daily Load 
(TMDL) draft allocations recently developed by the 
EPA, which will then review the WIPs based on 
detailed expectations it provided. The information in 
the WIPs will be considered by EPA as the Agency 
completes its draft Bay TMDL, which will be issued for 
public comment on September 24, 2010. Final WIPs 
are due on November 29, 2010 and a final Bay TMDL 
will be issued by December 31, 2010. 

o On August 13, the EPA released sediment 
allocations as a part of the Bay TMDL process. 

o The next webinar will be held Tuesday, 
September 28 at 10am. 

o The Chesapeake Bay Commission will meet 
September 9-10 in PA—half of the meeting 
agenda is dedicated to discussing the WIPs. 

Superfund:   

• Hudson PCBs – A panel of experts has released a 
draft independent report to the EPA on the first 
phase of Hudson River PCB Superfund dredging.  
The report suggests that the second phase (which 
is scheduled to resume in 2011) should occur in 
order to clean up the Upper Hudson, but the EPA 
should take more time and act more deliberately 
to ensure thorough removal of contaminants as it 
proceeds.  The report calls for better mapping of 
PCBs in the riverbed. 

• Delaware River – Years after a toxic landfill in 
Narrowsburg, NY was cleaned up through the 
EPA’s Superfund program, it has been determined 
that the site remains contaminated and is 
releasing a plume of pollution into groundwater 
and the Delaware River.  The new cleanup is 
expected to last seven years and cost $8.1 million.  
EPA is taking public comment until September 12. 

Grants, Funding:   

• Anacostia Grants – Funding is now available through 
the EPA and the Green Streets-Green Jobs initiative for 
pilot projects in the Anacostia watershed–a tributary 
to the Chesapeake Bay.  The EPA is partnering with the 
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Chesapeake Bay Trust, MD Department of 
Environment and MD Department of Natural 
Resources to offer special opportunity grants to local 
governments and nonprofits in urbanized watersheds 
for green infrastructure, energy efficiency, stormwater 
reduction, and livable community projects that also 
invigorate local economies.  Applications are due by 
5pm September 24.  Full RFP is here (pdf). 

• B-WET – The Chesapeake Bay office of the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is now 
accepting  applications for 2011 Bay Watershed 
Education and Training–B-WET–grants.  The deadline 
to submit is Friday, October 15.  The B-WET 
Chesapeake program provides hands-on watershed 
education to students and teachers to foster 
stewardship of the Bay. 

• Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund – In August, eleven 
Chesapeake Bay watershed projects received $5.8 
million to reduce nutrient and sediment loads in the 
Bay.  The funding was provided through the Innovative 
Nutrient and Sediment Reduction Program, a part of 
the Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund.  Awardees 
provided $10 million in match. 

Energy Development, Fracking:   

• NY EPA Meeting – The EPA is wrapping up its 
informational public meetings on its planned hydraulic 
fracturing study.  The final meetings in the mid-Atlantic 
will include four identical sessions held over two days 
on September 13 and 15 in Binghamton, NY.  These 
sessions were originally slated for August 12. 

Studies, Reports:   

• A recent US Geological Survey study claims that 
submerged aquatic vegetation, a critical habitat in the 
Potomac River, is making a remarkable comeback 
following restoration efforts, particularly nutrient and 
sediment reductions. 

• A new multi-agency, federal report suggests dead 
zones throughout the nation continue to be a threat to 
habitats as prevalence increases.  The report claims 
that although some areas are currently improving, 
overall, hypoxic conditions have increased 30-fold in 
the last five decades.  The report also offers several 
policy and scientific recommendations for better 
addressing hypoxia. 

• The US Forest Service has released a report that says 
that large areas of private forests in the US (about 56% 
of the nation’s forests) could be lost to housing 
development, which would seriously diminish the 
ecosystem services they provide, including water 
quality, wildlife habitat, timber, carbon sequestration, 
and recreation. 

• The World Resources Institute has undertaken an 
analysis that suggests that Chesapeake watershed 
farmers who participate in Bay-wide nutrient trading 
programs could earn thousands in additional income 
annually. 

Conferences/Meetings: 

• The USGS will host a briefing on September 10 on 
Capitol Hill entitled “Science for the Future of the Bay.” 
10:00am, 2353 Rayburn House Office Building. 

• The USGS will host an additional briefing on September 
24 on nutrients in streams and groundwater across the 
United States.  Discussions will include developing 
nutrient criteria for surface water bodies; reducing 
nutrients to receiving waters; setting realistic 
expectations for water-quality improvements following 
nutrient reduction strategies; and managing elevated 
nutrients in drinking water.  The briefing is scheduled 
for 9:30am in the Capitol Visitor’s Center, SVC Room 
201/200. 

• Penn State Cooperative Extension, in partnership with 
Penn State Outreach and the Interstate Oil & Gas 
Compact Commission are hosting the 2010 Marcellus 
Summit: Building a Sustainable Future October 10-12 
in State College, PA. 

• Registration is open for the Restore America’s 
Estuaries 5th National Conference in Galveston, TX 
November 13-17, 2010.  The theme will be “Preparing 
for Climate Change: Science, Practice, and Policy.” 

• The International Submerged Lands Management 
Conference is hosting a fall webinar series to “Increase 
awareness of the management issues surrounding 
submerged lands.”  All sessions are free and cover 
various topics including property rights, climate 
change, recreational use, and the Gulf oil spill. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Because Congress has been on recess for the month of 
August, legislative news is scant for this newsletter. 
Congress will return the week of September 13, and is 

expected to address perhaps a few legislative efforts (aside 
from energy legislation, there is also some discussion of a 
possible Senate “great waters/public lands package) before 
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breaking again in October to campaign.  Please check our 
blog for any legislative developments in the interim. 

The following appropriations information from last month 
is reposted as a placeholder prior to the anticipated 
Continuing Resolution. 

Budget and Appropriations:  A few FY11 appropriations 
bills have been tackled in recent weeks.  Although the 
Senate remained in session a week longer than the House, 
no FY11 Senate appropriations bills were scheduled for 
consideration just prior to recess.  The three remaining 
Senate bills–including Interior & Environment–will receive 
Committee attention when Congress reconvenes after 
Labor Day, despite early interest in completing all bills 
before recess. 

Even still, with the end of the fiscal year (Sept 30) and an 
election looming, the odds of fully completing 
appropriations bills before then are very slim to none.  The 
full Senate has not voted on any bills, and the full House 
has voted on just a few with many still awaiting full 
Appropriations Committee consideration.  It isn’t a 
question if there will be a Continuing Resolution, but rather 
for how long. 

There has been recent Senate discussion about further 
cutting spending in appropriations, which could mean 
either trimming bills before they head to the floor or 
establishing new limits in the impending Continuing 
Resolution. 

ENERGY & WATER – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved its FY11 Energy and Water 
Development spending bill.   

On July 15, the Energy and Water Subcommittee of the 
House Appropriations Committee marked up its FY 2011 
Appropriations bill.  The draft provides nearly $5.3 billion 
for the US Army Corps of Engineers, $400 million above the 
President’s budget request. 

INTERIOR & ENVIRONMENT – On July 22, the Interior and 
Environment Subcommittee of the House Appropriations 
Committee marked up its FY11 bill.  The bill was flat lined, 
so very few spending increases are included, and the bill 
comes in below the President’s request. 

The Senate Appropriations Committee has not yet taken up 
an Interior and Environment bill. 

AGRICULTURE – In mid July, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee completed its FY 11 Agriculture spending bill. 

On June 30, the Agriculture Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee completed markup of the FY11 
Agriculture Appropriations bill. 

CJS – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
approved its FY11 Commerce-Justice Science 

appropriations legislation.  NOAA was provided with more 
than $5.5 billion. 

On June 29, the Commerce-Justice-Science subcommittee 
of the House Appropriations Committee marked up the 
FY11 CJS Appropriations bill. 

Congress is currently on recess; both chambers will return 
the week of September 13. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 
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