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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Scientific Integrity – The US Environmental Protection 
Agency has released its draft policy for ensuring 
scientific integrity within the agency.  The proposal is 
open to public comment until September 6. 

• CSO – A new report by the EPA outlines a significant 
problem with sewage overflow from combined sewer 
systems in New York and New Jersey.  

• Fracking – EPA has proposed updated clean air 
standards for oil and gas operations, including shale 
gas development via hydraulic fracturing.  Three public 
hearings on the rules will precede final action in 
February 2012. 

• CWA – A US District Court judge has ruled that the EPA 
and the District of Columbia failed to take adequate 
action under the Clean Water Act to address the 
cleanup of the Anacostia River. 

• CWA – Public comments to the EPA’s proposed 
guidance for CWA jurisdiction are now posted. 

• Delaware River – The Delaware Riverkeeper has filed 
suit against the EPA in response to alleged widespread 
stormwater mismanagement in New Jersey. 

• No Discharge Zone – In a preliminary determination, 
the EPA finds that Jamaica Bay in New York qualifies 
for an establishment of a no-discharge zone, which 
prohibits vessels from discharging sewage into the 
water.  A public comment period is open until 
September 2. 

DOE Fracking:  In late July, the Secretary’s Energy Advisory 
Board Natural Gas Subcommittee of the US Department of 
Energy released its interim 90-day report.  The public 
comment period closed August 15.  The final report is 
expected November 18.  Recommendations include 
improving public information and communication, 
improving and protecting air and water quality, fracking 
fluid disclosure, and improved managing of short-term and 
cumulative impacts on communities, land use, wildlife, and 
ecologies. 

• A letter dated August 10 from 28 scientists 
disparages a perceived lack of impartiality on the 
SEAB panel. 

• DOE’s Office of Fossil Energy has awarded $12.4 
million in grants to fund research and 
development projects that will reduce 
environmental risks of unconventional oil and gas 
development. 

NOAA:  On August 17, the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration deployed the newest buoy in 
the Chesapeake Bay Interpretive Buoy System near the 
mouth of the Bay at the Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. 
Data collected by the buoy will be available to the public. 

ACOE:  ON August 15, the US Army Corps of Engineers 
approved a Maryland aquaculture permit that will 
streamline oyster farming in the state’s waters. 

Fracking:  A federal judge will allow the US government to 
move to dismiss the lawsuit filed against it by the New York 
State Attorney General over natural gas development in 
the Delaware Basin. 

• On August 4, Riverkeeper, the Delaware 
Riverkeeper and the National Parks Conservation 
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Association also filed a similar federal lawsuit 
against the Delaware River Basin Commission and 
the ACOE. 

Studies and Reports:   

• A new NOAA study calls for continued efforts to fully 
rebuild the Chesapeake Bay blue crab stocks despite 
significant gains in the last few years. 

• A report by the Marcellus Shale Education and Training 
Center suggests that the natural gas industry will 
create up to 30,000 new jobs by 2014. 

• Penn State Cooperative Extension has released a 
report on the fiscal impacts to municipalities from 
natural gas development in Susquehanna and 
Washington Counties in Pennsylvania’s Marcellus 
Shale region. 

• Building America’s Future released a report on August 
8 that advises significant investment—about $200 
billion—in transportation, water and energy 
infrastructure to keep the nation competitive. 

• A new report for the Agricultural Nutrient Policy 
Council outlines differences in EPA and US Department 
of Agriculture computer models for determining 
nutrient loads in the Chesapeake Bay. 

• In late July, Pew Environment Group released a report 
that details excess nutrient pollution generated by 
industrial chicken farming. 

• According to a new Hudson Riverkeeper study, the 
Hudson River not swimmable 21% of the time. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• The Cooperative Extension of Penn State University 
will present a webinar on the impact of natural gas 
development activity on wildlife habitat on August 25 
at 1pm.   

• The Center for Environment and National Security at 
Scripps Institution will host the symposium “Climate, 
Water & Finance:  the New Intersection” on 
September 19-20, 2011 

• The Conservation Fund will hold a workshop “Strategic 
Conservation Planning Using the Green Infrastructure 
Approach” from September 26-30. 

• The 6th annual Chesapeake Watershed Forum will be 
held September 29 – October 2 in Shepherdstown, 
WV. 

• National Estuaries Day is September 24. Restore 
America’s Estuaries 6th National Conference will be 
held on October 20-24, 2012. 

• The Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation will 
host its conference Societies, Coasts & Estuaries: 
Adapting to Change on November 6-12, 2011. 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center continues its digital 
coast webinar series. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Hypoxia:  On July 28, the full House Science, Space and 
Technology Committee approved the Harmful Algal Blooms 
and Hypoxia Research and Control Act of 2011 (H.R. 2484).  
The bill would establish a national program for algal 
blooms and dead zones. 

Fisheries:  The Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans & Insular Affairs 
Subcommittee of the House Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing on July 26 on the state of NOAA’s fishery 
science and the implementation and effectiveness of the 
Magnuson Stevens Fishery Conservation Act. 

Budget and Appropriations:  The House Appropriations 
Committee has tackled 9 of 12 appropriations bills to date. 
Among these are the Agriculture, Energy & Water 
Development, Interior & Environment, and Commerce, 
Justice, Science bills.  The House abandoned heated floor 
debate of the Interior & Environment bill to address the 
debt ceiling prior to leaving town for August recess. The 
Senate is not on track to address appropriations (to date, 
the chamber has only approved the FY12 MilCon-VA bill) 
until late September or early October, setting the stage for 

a continuing resolution scenario for yet another 
appropriations cycle.  An omnibus appropriations bill—
rather than passing each bill individually—is also possible 
later this fall. 

More than $2 trillion in federal spending cuts is called for in 
the debt ceiling deal, and it is still unclear exactly how 
those cuts will affect specific agencies and programs.  
However, given new spending caps imposed during the 
negotiations, legislators will need to figure out how to cut 
nearly $1 trillion of that amount when they return from 
recess. 

AGRICULTURE:  On June 16, the House approved an FY12 
Agriculture Appropriations bill that cuts US Department of 
Agriculture funding by $2.6 billion relative to FY11 
numbers.  The bill makes significant cuts to conservation 
programs. 

EWD:  On July 15, the FY12 Energy & Water Development 
appropriations bill (H.R. 2354) was passed by the House 
after several days of debate. 
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INTERIOR/EPA:  On July 12, the full House Appropriations 
Committee approved the Interior & Environment spending 
bill, including many policy riders; the bill was debated and 
abandoned on the House floor the week of July 25.  The 
administration issued a veto threat given significant 
funding cuts and policy riders in the legislation. 

CJS:  On July 13, the full House Appropriations Committee 
approved the Commerce, Justice and Science 
appropriations legislation. 

Congress is currently on August recess and will return on 
September 6. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information 

 

Photo:  Adam Davis, Indian River Inlet, Delaware 
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