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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• PA Waste- and Stormwater Crackdown – Over the last 
several weeks, the US Environmental Protection 
Agency has filed many complaints and issued several 
notices to municipalities and facilities in 
Pennsylvania—particularly those within the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed. 

o On August 6, the EPA announced that it had 
sent orders to four municipalities in the 
Chesapeake Bay watershed for stormwater 
improvements in their Municipal Separate 
Storm Sewer System (MS4) programs. 
According to an EPA press release, “The 
orders require the cited municipalities to 
correct problems with their respective MS4 
programs and come into compliance with 
their Clean Water Act permit.” 

o On July 29, the EPA proposed penalties for ten 
wastewater treatment facilities in 
Pennsylvania for Clean Water Act violations. 
Nine of those are in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed.  The complaints focus primarily on 
industrial users, and the facilities’ failure to 
sample for and reevaluate pollution limits set 
for those users. 

o On August 3, as part of President Obama’s 
Chesapeake Bay Executive Order, the 
EPA released a guide for improving urban 
stormwater permitting in the mid-Atlantic. 
The guide addresses several areas of 
stormwater permitting that the EPA found 
needed clarification. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – On August 15, the EPA is expected to release 
sediment allocations as it continues to work through 
the Bay TMDL process.  The States are expected to 
have their draft Watershed Implementation Plans 
completed by September 1. 

o The next webinar will be held Thursday, 
August 19 at 10am. 

USDA:  In early July, the US Department of Agriculture 
initiated a program intended to encourage private 
landowners to open their property to public access for 
hunting and fishing.  The Open Fields program will offer 
State and tribal participants up to $50 million in grants 
through FY2012. 

Energy Development, Fracking:   

• The EPA is continuing to host its informational public 
meetings regarding its planned study on hydraulic 
fracturing.  In the mid-Atlantic, a meeting was held on 
July 22 in Canonsburg, PA; 1200 people attended.  The 
next, and final, meetings will be held throughout the 
day on August 12 in Binghamton, NY. 

• The New York State Senate passed a bill that will 
establish a temporary moratorium on hydraulic 
fracturing while the State Department of 
Environmental Conservation completes its review of 
the practice. 

• In late July, the Obama Administration officially 
cancelled two proposed offshore oil lease sales, 
including the one slated for development off the 
Virginia coast to “…allow time to develop and 
implement measures to improve the safety of oil and 
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gas development in Federal waters.”  The formal 
cancellation was published in the Federal Register on 
July 28 (Page 44276). 

Studies, Reports:   

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration announced this week that the past 
decade is the warmest on record.  The 2009 State of 
the Climate report compiles data from 300 scientists in 
48 countries. 

• Recent federal funding will allow researchers at the 
University of Maryland Center for Environmental 
Science to study the effects of pollution on bacteria 
and other microorganisms that make up the 
foundation of the food web. 

• An investigation by the Delaware News Journal 
suggests that chemicals from industrial areas of 
northern Delaware may have reached the Potomac 
Aquifer and could affect water supplies for 
surrounding states. 

• Journalism students at the University of Maryland have 
sampled water in Bay tributaries after intense rain 
events, and determined that bacteria levels exceed 
that of an unflushed toilet bowl. 

• The United States Geological Survey has released a 
first-of-its-kind comprehensive, interactive land cover 
(i.e. forests, grasslands, wetlands) map of the nation. 

Conferences/Meetings:   

• On August 24 and 26 at 1pm, the EPA will host public 
listening sessions via teleconference on potentially 
changing water quality standards.  Possible revisions to 
a 1983 regulation include:  ”strengthening protection 
for water bodies with water quality that already 
exceeds or meet the interim goals of the Clean Water 
Act; ensuring that standards reflect a continued 
commitment to these goals wherever attainable; 
improving transparency of regulatory decisions; and 
strengthening federal oversight.”  The sessions will 
provide the public opportunity to comment on the 
changes. 

• Registration is open for the Restore America’s 
Estuaries 5th National Conference in Galveston, TX 
November 13-17, 2010.  The theme will be “Preparing 
for Climate Change: Science, Practice, and Policy.” 

• The International Submerged Lands Management 
Conference is hosting a fall webinar series to “Increase 
awareness of the management issues surrounding 
submerged lands.”  All sessions are free and cover 
various topics including property rights, climate 
change, recreational use, and the Gulf oil spill. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Chesapeake Reauthorization:  Rep. Holden’s (PA) ag-
centric Chesapeake Bay bill (H.R. 5509) easily passed the 
House Agriculture Committee on July 28.  It will also be 
considered by the Water Resources Subcommittee of the 
House Transportation and Infrastructure Committee. 

Long Island Sound:  On July 27, House 
lawmakers introduced legislation (H.R. 5876) that would 
reauthorize the Long Island Sound Study and provide an 
expansion of funding — up to $250 million per fiscal year 
from FY12 through FY15.  The bill expands the area covered 
by the LIS program to include the entire watershed, and 
requires the EPA to establish regulations for regional 
stormwater.  The funding can be used for water 
infrastructure improvements. A LIS bill (S. 3119) was 
approved by the Senate Environment and Public Works 
Committee on June 30. 

Fishery Conservation Bill:  In July, Senator Bill Nelson (FL) 
introduced legislation (S.3594) that would amend 
Magnuson-Stevens to give greater consideration to the 
economic impact of the transition to sustainable fisheries 
and address deficiencies in data collection and science. 

Highway Stormwater Bill:  Senator Ben Cardin 
(MD) introduced a bill (S. 3602) on July 15 that would 
address stormwater from the nation’s highway system 
through design standards and federal aid.  The legislation 
has been referred to the Senate Environment & Public 
Works Committee. 

WRDA:  On July 29, the House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Committee passed the 2010 $6 billion Water 
Resources and Development Act (H.R. 5892, bill summary) 
containing nearly 300 water resources/Army Corps 
projects–and almost none from Republicans due to their 
party’s current earmark ban. 

DWSRF:  On July 29, the House approved a bill (H.R. 3520) 
to reauthorize the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund at 
$1.4 billion for FY11, $1.6 billion for FY12, and $1.8 billion 
for FY13.  The fund helps states make drinking water 
infrastructure improvements. 

Green Infrastructure:  Senators Tom Udall (NM) and 
Sheldon Whitehouse (RI) introduced a bill (S. 3561) on June 
30 that would establish a new EPA Office of Water program 
to promote and facilitate green infrastructure uses in 
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stormwater management.  The bill also includes a provision 
for a grant program to help fund three to five university-
based “Centers of Excellence” for infrastructure research.  

Incidental Discharge:  Also on July 29, the House approved 
by voice vote a small vessel incidental discharge bill (S. 
3372) that will extend a moratorium on the EPA that 
prohibits the requirement of a permit under Section 402 of 
the Clean Water Act for “discharges that are incidental to 
normal operations of vessels.”  The Senate approved the 
bill on July 14. 

Budget and Appropriations:  A few FY11 appropriations 
bills have been tackled in recent weeks.  Although the 
Senate remained in session a week longer than the House, 
no FY11 Senate appropriations bills were scheduled for 
consideration just prior to recess.  The three remaining 
Senate bills–including Interior & Environment–will receive 
Committee attention when Congress reconvenes after 
Labor Day, despite early interest in completing all bills 
before recess. 

Even still, with the end of the fiscal year (Sept 30) and an 
election looming, the odds of fully completing 
appropriations bills before then are very slim to none.  The 
full Senate has not voted on any bills, and the full House 
has voted on just a few with many still awaiting full 
Appropriations Committee consideration.  It isn’t a 
question if there will be a Continuing Resolution, but rather 
for how long. 

There has been recent Senate discussion about further 
cutting spending in appropriations, which could mean 
either trimming bills before they head to the floor or 
establishing new limits in the impending Continuing 
Resolution. 

ENERGY & WATER – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee approved its FY11 Energy and Water 
Development spending bill.   

• Army Corps of Engineers – $5.320 billion ($416 
million above President’s request, slightly above 
House mark) 

• Operations & Maintenance – $2.495 billion 

• Construction – $1.780 billion 

• General Investigations – $166 million (about $35 
million above House mark) 

Earmarks (see other earmarks here) 

• Chesapeake Bay Oyster Recovery – $5 million 

• Delaware River Deepening – $7 million 

On July 15, the Energy and Water Subcommittee of the 
House Appropriations Committee marked up its FY 2011 
Appropriations bill.  The draft provides nearly $5.3 billion 

for the US Army Corps of Engineers, $400 million above the 
President’s budget request. 

• Investigations – $131 million 

• Construction – $1.85 billion 

• Operations & Maintenance – $2.53 billion 

Earmarks (see other earmarks here) 

• Three mid-Atlantic River Basin Commissions – $1 
million 

• Chesapeake Bay oyster recovery – $6 million 

INTERIOR & ENVIRONMENT – On July 22, the Interior and 
Environment Subcommittee of the House Appropriations 
Committee marked up its FY11 bill.  The bill was flat lined, 
so very few spending increases are included, and the bill 
comes in below the President’s request. 

• US Department of Interior – $11 billion; EPA – $10 
billion 

• US Fish & Wildlife Service – $1.64 billion (decrease 
of $5 million from FY10) 

• Land & Water Conservation Fund – $518 million 
(increase of $68 million from FY10) 

• Superfund – $1.3 billion; STAG – $4.7 billion 
(decrease of $227 million from FY10) 

• Clean Water State Revolving Fund – $1.9 billion 

Earmarks (see other earmarks here) 

• Chesapeake Bay Gateways & Trails – $2 million 

• Chesapeake Bay Treasured Landscapes – $1 
million 

• Cumulative Impact Study on Natural Gas 
Development in the Delaware Basin – $1 million 

• Nitrogen removal at Blue Plains Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, DC – $1.96 million  

The Senate Appropriations Committee has not yet taken up 
an Interior and Environment bill. 

AGRICULTURE – In mid July, the Senate Appropriations 
Committee completed its FY 11 Agriculture spending bill. 

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program, 
Wetlands Reserve Program, Grasslands Reserve 
Program and the Farm and Ranchland Protection 
Program are all cut below farm bill levels for FY11  

• Earmark:  Cover crop program in Maryland – $1 
million (see other earmarks here) 

On June 30, the Agriculture Subcommittee of the House 
Appropriations Committee completed markup of the FY11 
Agriculture Appropriations bill. 
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CJS – On July 22, the Senate Appropriations Committee 
approved its FY11 Commerce-Justice Science 
appropriations legislation.  NOAA was provided with more 
than $5.5 billion. 

• National Ocean Service – $537 million 

• National Weather Service – $1 billion 

• National Marine Fisheries Service – $909 million 

• Oceanic and Atmospheric research, including 
climate science – $449 million 

Earmarks (see other earmarks here) 

• Chesapeake Bay Oyster Restoration – $3 million 

• Susquehanna Flood Forecast and Warning System 
– $2.4 million 

On June 29, the Commerce-Justice-Science subcommittee 
of the House Appropriations Committee marked up the 
FY11 CJS Appropriations bill. 

Congress is currently on recess; both chambers will return 
the week of September 13. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 

Photo:  Loyalsock Creek, PA, Rachel Dawson 
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