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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Brownfields – On July 12, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency announced that it would award 
grants for national environmental workforce 
development and job training.  Baltimore, MD will 
receive $300,000 to train low-income residents. 

• Fracking – EPA levied a penalty of $157,000 against 
Swamp Angel Energy of Kansas for illegally injecting 
brine in the Allegheny National Forest.  

• CWA – The comment period for the administration’s 
guidance on determining jurisdictional waters under 
the Clean Water Act has been extended and will close 
July 31. 

o On June 30, 41 Senators sent a letter to the 
EPA and the US Army Corps of Engineers 
expressing concern about their pursuit of this 
formal rulemaking. 

• CBP – The Chesapeake Executive Council held its 
annual meeting in Richmond, VA on July 11. 

• Superfund – EPA has finalized an agreement to begin 
Superfund cleanup of contaminated sediments in 
Newtown Creek in New York City.  Community 
meetings will begin this summer. 

DOE:  In mid June, the US Department of Energy Advisory 
Board’s subcommittee to examine environmental and 
public safety in shale gas development sought input on 
their effort to study the issue from a rancorous public in 
Washington, PA.  Two additional public meetings are to be 
held in Washington, DC on June 28 and July 13. 

FWS:   

• Vision – On July 21, US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Director Dan Ashe signed a charter for the National 
Wildlife Refuge System that will incorporate a series of 
recommendations contained in a new draft vision 
document (with a particular focus on urban refuges). 

People: 

• FWS – The US Fish and Wildlife Service has recently 
named Gregory Siekaniec, a career FWS employee, the 
new deputy director for policy. 

• CBP – EPA has selected Nicholas DiPasquale of 
Delaware to be the new Director of the Chesapeake 
Bay Program. 

• FWS – Jerome Ford, a career FWS employee, has been 
named as the Assistant Director for Migratory Birds. 

Fracking:  In early July, New York State Department of 
Environmental Conservation released its latest 
supplemental generic environmental impact statement on 
natural gas development in the state’s Marcellus Shale 
region.  The rules proposed in the SGEIS will be augmented 
through August and a 60-day comment period will follow.  
A final document will be issued months later—permits can 
be issued once regulations are in place, mostly likely in 
2012. 

• On July 18, the Delaware River Basin Commission 
posted records of public comments on its 
proposed natural gas development rules to its 
website. 
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Studies and Reports:   

• A report on the benefits and costs of federal rules by 
the White House Office of Management and Budget 
selects a few EPA programs and shows that generally 
the benefits of EPA rules outweigh their costs. 

• In late June, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration released its State of the Climate report, 
showing that 2010 tied 2005 as the warmest year on 
record. 

• Also in late June, the Natural Resources Defense 
Council released its annual beach quality report.  Two 
of this year’s highest-ranking beaches are in Delaware. 

• A study by researchers at the Virginia Institute for 
Marine Science has established that oysters are 
building up resistance to diseases that commonly 
cause a decline in population. 

• On July 8, EPA released a report on sewage pollution in 
the waters of New York and New Jersey. 

• A study by the American Enterprise Institute suggests 
combining three farm bill conservation programs—the 
Conservation Reserve Program, the Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program and the Conservation 
Stewardship Program—to cut costs in administering 
the initiatives. 

• A recently-released report by NOAA claims that forty 
US fish stocks are currently subject to overfishing. 

• States are not consistently reporting reliable data on 
drinking water contamination to the EPA suggests a 
mid-July report by the US Government Accountability 
Office. 

• Resources for the Future has launched a new initiative 
to study the risks associated with natural gas 
development via hydraulic fracturing. 

• Researchers at Penn State have released a new study 
that outlines production and the economic impacts of 
the natural gas industry. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• The National Conference on Ecosystem Restoration 
will be held in Baltimore, MD August 1-5.   

• The Center for Environment and National Security at 
Scripps Institution will host the symposium “Climate, 
Water & Finance:  the New Intersection” on 
September 19-20, 2011 

• The Conservation Fund will hold a workshop “Strategic 
Conservation Planning Using the Green Infrastructure 
Approach” from September 26-30. 

• The 6th annual Chesapeake Watershed Forum will be 
held September 29 – October 2 in Shepherdstown, 
WV. 

• National Estuaries Day is September 24. Restore 
America’s Estuaries 6th National Conference will be 
held on October 20-24, 2012. 

• The Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation will 
host its conference Societies, Coasts & Estuaries: 
Adapting to Change on November 6-12, 2011. 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center continues its digital 
coast webinar series. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Hypoxia:  On July 14, the House Science, Space and 
Technology Committee marked-up the Harmful Algal 
Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control Act of 2011 (H.R. 
2484).  The bill would establish a national program for algal 
blooms and dead zones.  A hearing was held on June 1. 

Clean Water Act:  In late May, House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Chairman John Mica (FL) and Ranking 
Member Nick Rahall (WV) introduced the Clean Water 
Cooperative Federalism Act (H.R. 2018) to limit EPA’s ability 
to exercise oversight of dredge and fill permits under the 
Clean Water Act.  The bill would give states the power to 
approve EPA vetoes of the permits.  EPA-promulgated 
water quality standards would also be subject to state 
approval.  The bill was marked-up in committee on June 22 
and was approved by the House on July 13, 239 – 184.  The 

EPA released a statement of administration policy opposing 
the legislation. 

National Estuary Program: On July 13, the Senate 
Environment and Public Works Committee approved the 
Clean Estuaries Act (S. 1313) that reauthorizes the National 
Estuary Program through 2017 at a steady $35 million. 

Nutria and Migratory Birds:  At the same EPW session, the 
Committee also approved two bills by Senator Ben Cardin 
(MD): a nutria eradication bill (S. 899) and a bill that would 
reauthorize the Neotropical Migratory Bird Conservation 
Act (S. 538). 

Ballast Water:  On July 13, the House Coast Guard and 
Maritime Transportation Subcommittee and the Water 
Resources and Environment Subcommittee held a joint 
hearing to examine current ballast water management. 
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Fracking:  On July 8, the House Natural Resources 
Committee’s Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral 
Resources and the Agriculture Committee’s Conservation, 
Energy and Forestry Subcommittee held a joint hearing on 
the National Forest Service’s role in natural gas 
development on federal lands, particularly the George 
Washington National Forest in Virginia and West Virginia. 

• In late June, a group of House members sent a 
letter to President Obama outlining the 
importance of developing domestic natural gas 
supplies to national security. 

• Also in late June, Senator Cardin requested that 
the GAO initiate a study on issues related to 
hydraulic fracturing and its impacts on the 
environment and economy.  

• On July 19, the Senate Energy and Natural 
Resources Committee held a hearing to gather 
testimony on a study by researchers at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology on the 
supply of natural gas. 

TRAIN Act:  On July 12, the  Energy & Power Subcommittee 
of the House Energy & Commerce Committee held a 
markup on the Transparency in Regulatory Analysis of 
Impacts on the Nation Act of 2011 (TRAIN Act, H.R. 2401). 
The bill would require analysts across agencies to 
collectively perform cumulative economic impacts studies 
of US Environmental Protection Agency “rules in an effort 
to better understand how these policies affect American 
manufacturing, global competitiveness, energy prices, and 
jobs.” 

Flood Insurance Reform:  On July 12, the House approved 
the Flood Insurance Reform Act (H.R. 1309), which would 
reauthorize the National Flood Insurance Program through 
2016 and direct FEMA to make changes to specific aspects 
of the program 

Budget and Appropriations:  Slightly deviating from its 
established markup schedule, the House Appropriations 
Committee has tackled 9 of 12 appropriations bills to date. 
Among these are the Agriculture, Energy & Water 
Development, Interior & Environment, and Commerce, 
Justice, Science bills. 

AGRICULTURE:  On June 16, the House approved an FY12 
Agriculture Appropriations bill that cuts US Department of 
Agriculture funding by $2.6 billion relative to FY11 
numbers.  The bill makes significant cuts to conservation 
programs. 

EWD:  On July 15, the House approved an Energy & Water 
Development spending bill that provides the US Army 
Corps of Engineers with nearly $4.77 billion:  $1.566 billion 
for construction, $2.366 billion for operations and 
maintenance,  all slightly above the President’s request for 

FY12.  The bill includes a provision that blocks the 
administration’s attempt to develop guidance for federal 
wetland jurisdiction by prohibiting the Corps from spending 
any money to “develop, adopt, implement, administer or 
enforce” the new guidelines.  Because of the earmark ban, 
the usual long list of Congressionally-directed projects is 
absent this year, but appropriators left additional funding 
for the Corps to allocate to projects funded in recent years 
(report, page 30). 

Chesapeake Bay oyster recovery is funded in the bill at 
$4.53 million, a slight decrease from years past.  Work at 
Poplar Island will be cut by about $1 million to $10.873 
million. 

The Department of Energy title of the bill includes language 
to require DOE’s natural gas panel to include increased 
industry representation: “no less than one-third of panel 
members should be industry representatives who actively 
work in the natural gas industry” (report, page 100). 

On July 15, the FY12 Energy & Water Development 
appropriations bill (H.R. 2354) was passed by the House 
after several days of debate. 

INTERIOR/EPA:  On July 12, the full House Appropriations 
Committee approved the Interior & Environment spending 
bill, and it is expected on the House floor the week of July 
25.  The administration issued a veto threat given 
significant funding cuts and policy riders in the legislation. 
Additional amendments to the bill are expected as it is 
considered under an open rule on the floor. 

• Chesapeake Bay Program – $50 million, about $17 
million below the President’s request for FY12 

• National Estuary Program – $26.75 million, equal 
to the FY11 funding level and slight decrease from 
the President’s request of $27 million 

• Clean Water State Revolving Fund – $689 million, 
compared to $1.55 billion in the administration 
budget 

• Land and Water Conservation Fund – nearly $62 
million in the House bill—the administration had 
requested full funding at $900 million 

• Chesapeake Bay Gateways and Water Trails – 
$525,000, down from $1 million in FY11 

• FWS – $315 million below FY11 

• US Geological Survey — $30 million below FY11 

• The bill also includes policy riders that would limit 
EPA’s ability to promulgate new rules on 
mountaintop removal mining, stormwater 
discharges, Clean Water Act jurisdiction and 
pesticides. 
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CJS:  On July 13, the full House Appropriations Committee 
approved the Commerce, Justice and Science 
appropriations legislation. The bill provides nearly $4.5 
billion for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, $685 million for the National Marine 
Fisheries Service and $74.6 million for Coastal Zone 
Management. 

Senate – Recent anecdotes suggest the Senate is not on 
track to address the bulk of appropriations (to date, the 
chamber has only approved the FY12 MilCon-VA bill) 
before the August recess–and possibly not until late 
September or early October, setting the stage for a 
continuing resolution scenario for yet another 
appropriations cycle. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information 

Photo:  Adam Davis 
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