
 
For questions,  further information,  or  to be added or removed from this  distribution list ,  please contact  

Rachel  Dawson –  Policy Analyst  –rdawson@nemw.org –  202.464.4016 
Northeast-Midwest  Institute –  50 F Street ,  NW, Suite  950,  Washington,  DC 20001 –  http://www.nemw.org 

~  
TH I S  NE W S L E T TE R  I S  M A D E  P O SSI B LE  T H R O U G H  G E N E RO U S SU P P O R T  F RO M  TH E  WI L L I A M  PE N N  FO U N D A T I O N 

Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update  
 

Northeast-Midwest Institute 
June 2011 

Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Beach Monitoring – In early June, with the summer 
beach season approaching, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency announced its annual beach and 
harbor protection program, which includes regular 
water sampling, helicopter surveillance, and grants to 
states to support local protection programs. 

• Safe Drinking Water Act – In mid May, EPA unveiled 
improvements to its Enforcement and Compliance 
History Online tool, which allows the public to search 
Safe Drinking Water Act standard violations. 

• Office of Water – President Obama has nominated 
former Congressional staffer Ken Kopocis to lead the 
EPA’s Office of Water. 

• Brownfields – In early June, EPA announced a major 
investment in redevelopment of abandoned and 
contaminated industrial and commercial properties 
across the country.  EPA will provide $76 million to 
support 214 brownfields grants in 40 states to 
revitalize older communities. 

• Superfund – EPA has begun the second phase of 
cleanup at the Hudson River PCB Superfund site.  This 
year, contaminated sediment over a 1.5 mile stretch 
will be dredged from the site; aquatic plants will be 
planted in areas previously dredged.  This final phase 
of the cleanup will last 5-7 years. 

• Fracking – As part of its study of hydraulic fracturing, 
EPA has selected its case study sites, both 
retrospectively and prospectively (Bradford, 

Susquehanna, and Washington Counties, PA in the 
mid-Atlantic). Field work will begin this summer. 

• Oceans – On June 2, EPA and the National Ocean 
Council announced a series of 12 listening sessions 
across the country to seek input on implementing the 
new National Policy for the Stewardship of the Ocean, 
our Coasts, and the Great Lakes. 

• Urban Waters – On June 24, EPA launched the new 
Urban Waters Federal Partnership to advance 
cooperation among 11 agencies to revitalize urban 
waterways.  Two pilot sites are in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. 

• CWA – The comment period for the administration’s 
guidance on determining jurisdictional waters under 
the Clean Water Act has been extended and will close 
July 31. 

DOE:  In mid June, the US Department of Energy Advisory 
Board’s subcommittee to examine environmental and 
public safety in shale gas development sought input on 
their effort to study the issue from a rancorous public in 
Washington, PA.  Two additional public meetings are to be 
held in Washington, DC on June 28 and July 13. 

CEQ:   

• P&G – In mid May, Senator Ben Cardin (MD) sent a 
letter to White House Council on Environmental 
Quality chair, Nancy Sutley, asking that the council 
“modernize” the Economic and Environmental 
Principles and Guidelines for water projects it is 
currently working to revise. 
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• Climate Change – On June 2, CEQ released a draft plan 
for federal agencies facing challenges managing 
freshwater resources given a changing climate. 

Recreation: 

• FICOR – On June 13, the administration announced a 
new federal initiative to encourage outdoor 
recreation.  The Federal Interagency Council on 
Outdoor Recreation will ensure better coordination 
among federal agencies to improve public recreation, 
including the departments of Interior, Agriculture and 
Commerce, the Army and CEQ. 

• USDA – Also on June 13, the US Department of 
Agriculture announced increased public access to 
hunting and fishing opportunities through the 
Voluntary Public Access and Habitat Incentive 
Program, which will now include Virginia and 
Pennsylvania in the mid-Atlantic. 

Fracking:  On May 31, the New York Attorney General filed 
a lawsuit against the US Army Corps of Engineers, the US 
Fish & Wildlife Service, the National Park Service and the 
Department of Interior.  The suit alleges failure to perform 
a full environmental review under the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) for draft regulations for 
hydraulic fracturing in natural gas development prepared 
by the Delaware River Basin Commission. 

Grant Opportunity:  The last day for State agencies to 
submit applications to the Fish & Wildlife Service’s National 
Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program is June 30. 

Studies and Reports:   

• Public comments on a National Fish, Wildlife, and 
Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy are accepted until 
July 1. 

• Last month, the US Geological Survey and the 
Chesapeake Bay Program released data that suggest 
freshwater pollution in streams and rivers throughout 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed has decreased over the 
last 25 years. Shorter-term studies show mixed results. 

• In late May, Penn State Cooperative Extension 
released two new publications addressing water-
related issues in natural gas development, one 
reviewing regulations to protect water supplies, and 
the other outlining treatment and disposal options for 
wastewater. 

• On June 15, the Worldwatch Institute posted research 
on the role of natural gas in the growth of renewable 
energy. 

• On June 1, Resources for the Future released research 
claiming that US federal agencies are not prepared to 
handle the impacts of climate change. 

• In late May, American Rivers released “Weathering 
Change,” a report suggesting federal policy reforms to 
better prepare communities for climate change. 

• A study by the National Research Council suggests risk 
management approaches for regulatory agencies 
grappling with invasive species in ballast water in the 
US —and that further research is needed to set 
appropriate standards. 

• Researchers at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
recently conducted a study on the role of jellyfish in 
marine food webs. 

• The University of Pennsylvania has released the results 
of a study on accelerating East Coast sea level rise as a 
consequence of rising global temperatures.  
Researchers studied North Carolina salt marsh 
sediment samples to build a 2,000 year record of 
temperatures and sea level. 

• A new report by the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and the International 
Programme on the State of the Ocean suggests that a 
combination of climate change, ocean acidification and 
hypoxic conditions could result in mass extinction of 
marine species. 

• A report recently published in the journal Geophysical 
Research Letters explains the baffling persistence of 
the algae “rock snot” in clean streams. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• The Center for Environment and National Security at 
Scripps Institution will host the symposium “Climate, 
Water & Finance:  the New Intersection” on 
September 19-20, 2011 

• The Conservation Fund will hold a workshop “Strategic 
Conservation Planning Using the Green Infrastructure 
Approach” from September 26-30. 

• The 6th annual Chesapeake Watershed Forum will be 
held September 29 – October 2 in Shepherdstown, 
WV. 

• Restore America’s Estuaries 6th National Conference 
will be held on October 20-24, 2012. 

• The Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation will 
host its conference Societies, Coasts & Estuaries: 
Adapting to Change on November 6-12, 2011. 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center continues its digital 
coast webinar series. 
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LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Delaware River Basin:  On June 23, Members of Congress 
in both the House and Senate introduced legislation—the 
Delaware River Basin Conservation Act of 2011—to protect 
and enhance the entire Delaware River Basin through a 
coordination strategy and competitive grant program to be 
established by the US Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Long Island Sound:  On June 3, Rep. Tim Bishop (NY) 
introduced the Long Island Sound Improvement Act 
Amendments of 2011 (H.R. 2110) to reauthorize and 
improve LIS restoration and protection activities. 

Hypoxia:  On June 22, the House Science, Space and 
Technology Committee postponed markup of the Harmful 
Algal Blooms and Hypoxia Research and Control Act of 
2011.  The bill would establish a national program for algal 
blooms and dead zones.  A hearing was held on June 1. 

Refuge hearing:  On May 26, the Fisheries, Wildlife, 
Oceans, and Insular Affairs Subcommittee of the House 
Natural Resources Committee held a hearing on the 
backlog affecting the National Wildlife Refuge System. 

Clean Water Act:  In late May, House Transportation and 
Infrastructure Chairman John Mica (FL) and Ranking 
Member Nick Rahall (WV) introduced a bill (H.R. 2081) to 
limit EPA’s ability to exercise oversight of dredge and fill 
permits under the Clean Water Act.  The bill would give 
states the power to approve EPA vetoes of the permits.  
EPA-promulgated water quality standards would also be 
subject to state approval.  The bill was marked-up in 
committee on June 22 and rapid House floor action is 
expected. 

Water Infrastructure: On May 27, Senator Ben Cardin 
(MD)—joined by 34 other Senators—sent a letter to Senate 
appropriators requesting that Clean and Drinking Water 

State Revolving Funds not be cut in fiscal year 2012.  The 
same day, Senator Cardin introduced legislation to boost 
research in green infrastructure to reduce polluted 
stormwater runoff.  A companion bill was introduced in the 
House by Rep. Donna Edwards (MD). 

Fisheries:  On June 22, Rep. Rob Wittman (VA) introduced a 
bill (H.R. 2304) that would amend the Magnuson Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act to keep NOAA 
from setting annual catch limits for certain stocks until it 
has adequate data. 

LWCF:  On June 24, Senators Jon Tester (MT) and Jeff 
Bingaman (NM) introduced legislation to fully fund the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund to allow for the 
acquisition of public lands. 

Easements:  In late May, Rep. Jim Gerlach (PA) and Rep. 
Mike Thompson (CA) introduced a bill (H.R. 1964), the 
Conservation Easement Incentive Act, which would make 
permanent the enhanced tax deduction for conservation 
easement donations that is scheduled to expire at the end 
of this year. 

Budget and Appropriations:  In mostly keeping with its 
established markup schedule, the House Appropriations 
Committee has tackled 6 of 12 appropriations bills to date. 
Among these are the Agriculture and Energy and Water 
Development bills. 

AGRICULTURE:  On June 16, the House approved an FY12 
Agriculture Appropriations bill that cuts US Department of 
Agriculture funding by $2.6 billion relative to FY11 
numbers.  The bill makes significant cuts to conservation 
programs:  the Environmental Quality Incentives Program is 
cut by $350 million, the Conservation Stewardship Program 
by $171 million.  The budget for the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service is cut by $99 million.  The committee 
provided a boost of $15 million to the “watershed 
rehabilitation” program, which was not requested in the 
President’s budget. 

EWD:  On June 23, the full House Appropriations 
Committee re-cleared an Energy & Water Development 
spending bill that provides the US Army Corps of Engineers 
with nearly $4.77 billion:  $1.566 billion for construction, 
$2.366 billion for operations and maintenance,  all slightly 
above the President’s request for FY12.  The bill includes a 
provision that blocks the administration’s attempt to 
develop guidance for federal wetland jurisdiction by 
prohibiting the Corps from spending any money to 
“develop, adopt, implement, administer or enforce” the 
new guidelines.  Because of the earmark ban, the usual 
long list of Congressionally-directed projects is absent this 
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year, but appropriators left additional funding for the Corps 
to allocate to projects funded in recent years (report, page 
30). 

Chesapeake Bay oyster recovery is funded in the bill at 
$4.53 million, a slight decrease from years past.  Work at 
Poplar Island will be cut by about $1 million to $10.873 
million. 

In the Department of Energy title of the bill, appropriators 
included language that would require DOE’s new hydraulic 
fracturing panel to include increased industry 
representation: “no less than one-third of panel members 
should be industry representatives who actively work in 
the natural gas industry” (report, page 100). 

The House Interior/EPA Appropriations bill will be marked-
up in subcommittee on July 6, full committee on July 11. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information Photo:  Adam Davis – Blairs Pond, Milford, DE 
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