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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• Sanitary Sewer Rulemaking – On May 27, the US 
Environmental Protection Agency announced the 
initiation of rulemaking to reduce the harmful effects 
of sanitary sewer overflows (SSOs), which can 
discharge untreated wastewater into the environment, 
and may also contribute to beach closures, shellfish 
bed closures, contamination of drinking water, and 
other concerns.  EPA will hold public listening sessions 
in late June and early July, and the public can submit 
written comments for sixty days following Federal 
Register publication. 

• Beach, Coastal Monitoring – Also on May 27, 
EPA announced the launch of its annual beach and 
coastal monitoring efforts in New York and New 
Jersey.  The effort includes helicopter and boat 
surveillance and sampling, partnering with states on 
monitoring and public notification, as well as rapid 
testing for bacteria that causes gastrointestinal illness. 

• No Discharge Zone – In time for the summer boating 
season, the EPA and the NY State Department of 
Environmental Conservation announced last month 
that the entire NY State Canal System is now a “no 
discharge zone,” which means that boats are banned 
from discharging sewage into the canals. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• Executive Council – On June 3, at the Chesapeake 
Executive Council annual meeting, Bay leaders 
announced a new website which allows the public to 
follow pollution abatement practices throughout the 
watershed.  Called ChesapeakeStat, the tool is 

modeled after Maryland’s BayStat program, and 
“presents comprehensive information about Bay 
Program activities, funding and progress toward 
goals.” 

• TMDL – The most recent in a series of webinars on the 
development of the Chesapeake Bay Total Maximum 
Daily Load was held on June 7.  The presentation is 
available on the EPA website.  The next webinar is 
scheduled for July 8 at 10am. 

• Executive Order – the EPA, in conjunction with the 
Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, Interior, and 
Defense, and the Council on Environmental Quality 
unveiled the final “Strategy for Protecting and 
Restoring the Chesapeake Bay Watershed” that was 
called for in last year’s Executive Order 13508. The 
plan calls for increased collaboration and dedication of 
resources from the federal agencies, maximization of 
accountability and enforcement, as well as 
consideration of two-year milestones in the 
restoration process. According to the executive 
summary, “Federal agencies recognize the need to 
fundamentally shift efforts, take bold action, and 
increase accountability.” 

o As a part of the EPA’s ramped-up efforts to 
increase enforcement in the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed following the Executive Order, the 
agency announced on June 2 that it is 
requiring a Manheim, PA farm to stop 
discharging pollutants without a required 
Clean Water Act permit.  The dairy and egg 
operation has been releasing nutrient-laden 
animal manure into a tributary of the 
Susquehanna River.  The EPA also cited two 
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farms in the Shenandoah watershed in 
Virginia for discharging pollutants without a 
permit. 

NOAA: 

• This week, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration launched the State of the Coast website 
to highlight the crucial importance of healthy coastal 
ecosystems to a robust U.S. economy, a safe 
population, and a sustainable quality of life for coastal 
residents. 

Energy Development, Fracking:   

• On May 5, the Delaware River Basin Commission voted 
to postpone Marcellus Shale natural gas drilling in the 
Delaware River watershed for an undetermined period 
of time while regulations to handle the projects are 
revised.  The commissioners will consider applications 
after the new regulations are in place. 

• A natural gas well in Clearfield County, PA shot 
hydraulic fracturing fluid and natural gas 75 feet into 
the air on June 3–the well was contained the following 
afternoon after releasing 35,000 gallons of fluid.  A 
malfunctioning blowout preventer was blamed for the 
accident.  No one was hurt in the incident, but 
subsequently, Rep. Joe Sestak (PA) reportedly sent a 
letter to US Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Lisa Jackson urging federal oversight of 
natural gas extraction in the Marcellus Shale.  

• On May 27, the Obama administration 
announced an extension of the current moratorium on 
deepwater offshore oil drilling for another six months, 
as well as a cancellation of the planned lease sale off 
the Virginia coast.  On May 21, four mid-Atlantic 
Senators sent a letter to President Obama urging the 
administration to not move forward with plans for oil 
drilling off the Virginia coast. 

Flooding: 

• Recently, eleven Members of Congress sent a letter to 
New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg requesting 
strong consideration of drinking-water reservoir levels 
in the face of flooding risks along the Delaware River. 

Studies, Reports:   

• On May 27, NOAA released its predictions for the 2010 
hurricane season, which could spell trouble for the 
beleaguered Gulf region.  The estimates of a decidedly 
“busy” season include: 14-23 named storms, 8-14 
hurricanes, and 3-7 major hurricanes (category 3 and 
above).  The season runs June 1 through November 30.  

• On June 3, river advocacy group American Rivers 
released their annual America’s Most Endangered 
Rivers report which highlights the ten rivers the 
organization feels are the country’s most threatened. 
This year, the Upper Delaware River takes the number 
one spot on the list due to concerns about natural gas 
extraction activities in the Marcellus Shale. 

• Given recent declines in forest cover in New England 
and the east coast, a recent study released by Harvard 
University on Wednesday calls for greater attention to 
woodland conservation and suggests conserving and 
managing 70% of northeast forests over the next 50 
years, which equates to about 30 million acres.  

• On May 17, NOAA released data analyzed by the 
National Climatic Data Center that suggests that the 
combined global land and ocean average surface 
temperature in April was the warmest on record at 
58.1°F (14.5°C), which is 1.37°F (0.76°C) above the 
20th century average of 56.7°F (13.7°C).  

• A recent report by the United Nations Environment 
Programme suggests that nations could benefit their 
economies by investing in ecosystem restoration.  

• Another UNEP report claims that investing heavily—
including perhaps phasing out subsidies—in bolstering 
failing fish stocks will ultimately raise catches and 
provide benefits to consumers, industry, and 
economies. 

• A warming climate may be to blame for the potential 
extinction of many lizard species according to a study 
published in the journal Science in early May. 

Conferences/Meetings:   

• On June 7, Rep. Mike Castle (DE) convened a 
roundtable of Delaware River and Bay stakeholders to 
discuss the needs, opportunities, priorities, and 
current conservation work in the Basin.  Following the 
discussion, the Congressman held a press conference 
along the banks of the Delaware River in New Castle, 
Delaware (articles are here, here and here). 

• On June 25 in Annapolis, Maryland, the Department of 
Interior, USDA, EPA, and the White House Council on 
Environmental Quality will hold a public listening 
session & discussion in the Chesapeake region on land 
conservation, recreation, & reconnecting people to the 
outdoors as a part of the broader America’s Great 
Outdoors initiative.  
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LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Chesapeake Reauthorization:  On June 10, Reps. Tim 
Holden (PA) and Bob Goodlatte (VA), Chairman and 
Ranking Member of the House Agriculture Committee’s 
Subcommittee on Conservation, Credit, Energy, and 
Research, introduced the Chesapeake Bay Program 
Reauthorization and Improvement Act (H.R. 5509), which 
takes a more agricultural approach to Chesapeake Bay 
restoration than previously-introduced legislation (i.e. H.R. 
3852, the Chesapeake Clean Water & Ecosystem 
Restoration Act).  Aside from reauthorizing the Chesapeake 
Bay Program, the bill places emphasis on market-based 
regional water quality trading systems (including the 
provision of guidelines) and an “assurance” program to 
provide certainty and assistance to agricultural producers 
in the watershed. 

FWS Coastal Program bill:  On May 18, Senator Ben Cardin 
(MD) introduced a bill (S. 3382) to formally authorize the 
Coastal Program of the US Fish & Wildlife Service.  The 
legislation would encourage FWS to engage partners in 
“efforts to assess, protect, restore, and enhance” coastal 
fish and wildlife habitat.  The purpose of the bill is to 
“conduct collaborative, long-term, landscape-level planning 
and on-the-ground habitat protection, restoration, and 
enhancement projects in priority coastal areas…” The 
following day, Rep. Frank Kratovil (MD) introduced the 
House companion bill (H.R. 5344). 

Fracking:  At the May 26 markup of the AQUA legislation 
(see below), Rep. Diana DeGette (CO) offered and later 
withdrew an amendment that would require disclosure of 
chemicals used in hydraulic fracturing fluid under the Safe 
Drinking Water Act.  Chairman Waxman asked that the 
amendment be withdrawn from consideration due to 
ongoing investigations into fracking by his committee. 

AQUA:  On May 19, the House Energy and Environment 
Subcommittee of the Energy and Commerce 
Committee approved a $13 billion “Assistance, Quality, and 
Affordability Act of 2010” (“AQUA”) (H.R. 5320) to 
reauthorize the drinking water state revolving fund 
program to repair aging drinking water systems throughout 
the country.  The bill also directs the EPA to evaluate 
hormone-disrupting pharmaceuticals and personal care 
products in public drinking water systems. 

 

 

 

 

Defense bill:  On May 28, the House passed the FY11 
Defense authorization/supplemental bill (H.R. 5136).  The 
legislation contains a provision for $297 million to fund 
environmental restoration for former Defense Department 
facilities, and $39.8 million for the Readiness and 
Environmental Protection Initiative to purchase buffer 
areas around military bases for wildlife habitat and 
encroachment prevention. 

Budget and Appropriations:  There is currently little 
movement on FY11 appropriations bills.  Several 
Congressional staffers have suggested that Congress will 
resort to Continuing Resolutions this fall due to tight 
legislative calendars and other priorities. 

The next Congressional recess will be July 5-9. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 
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