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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Wetlands – This year, the US Environmental Protection 
Agency is conducting its first-ever national survey of 
wetland conditions.  A final report is expected in 2013. 

• Clean Water Act – On April 27, the administration  
released “Draft Guidance on Identifying Waters 
Protected by the Clean Water Act” for a 60-day public 
comment period.  The guidance, a collaboration 
between the EPA and the US Army Corps of Engineers, 
intends to clarify what constitutes “waters of the 
United States” in the Clean Water Act, including 
headwater streams and wetlands. 

• Fracking – On May 12, EPA asked six natural gas 
development operators to disclose how and where 
they dispose of or recycle wastewater.  EPA now plans 
to spend a total of $12 million on its fracking study—
they originally received $1.9 million in fiscal year 2010.  
Additionally, EPA recently directed Chesapeake Energy 
to disclose information on its April 19 gas well 
blowout.  EPA is also reportedly working on guidance 
for fracking with diesel fuel. 

• Chesapeake TMDL – In late April, EPA released 
guidance for federal agencies with land and facilities in 
the Chesapeake Bay watershed to assist with 
development of Phase II Watershed Implementation 
Plans by the states. 

• Stormwater – On April 15, EPA released a draft permit 
for stormwater discharge from construction sites for a 
60-day public comment period.  The new permit 
proposes enhanced protections including new 

requirements for pollution prevention, natural buffers 
and alternative controls, and soil stabilization. 

• Boat Discharges – EPA has tentatively approved a rule 
that would create a “no discharge zone,” prohibiting 
boats in the Long Island Sound from dumping sewage.  

• Green Infrastructure – In late April, EPA launched a 
new green infrastructure initiative in an effort to 
reduce stormwater runoff in town and cities 
throughout the nation.  EPA will partner with 
governments and groups in ten cities, including 
Washington, DC. 

DOE:  In early May, Energy Secretary Steven Chu 
directed the Department of Energy Advisory Board to 
create a subcommittee to examine environmental and 
public safety in shale gas development.  The panel is 
encouraged to work in consultation with other federal 
agencies, including the EPA and the Department of Interior. 
Public input will be requested, and initial recommendations 
from the subcommittee will be released within 90 days. 

Studies and Reports:   

• The National Academy of Sciences recently released a 
report commissioned by the EPA evaluating the 
Chesapeake Bay Program and nutrient and sediment 
reduction efforts in the Bay watershed. 

• Last month, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration released Through a Fish’s Eye:  The 
Status of Fish Habitats in the United States 2010, a 
nationwide assessment of fish habitat. 

• Secure American Future recently released a series of 
state-by-state analyses detailing the losses and gains 
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of maintaining the status quo with regard to climate 
change. 

• The Arctic Monitoring and Assessment Programme 
released an analysis this month that claims 
accelerating Arctic melting will raise global sea levels 
by 3 to 5 feet. 

• On April 27, the University of Maryland Center for 
Environmental Science released its annual Chesapeake 
Bay Report Card, showing that the Bay experienced a 
slight drop in quality in the last year. 

• The US Geological Survey released a report in April 
that claims mid-Atlantic beaches are seeing significant 
erosion. 

• The third annual “State of the Birds” report, which 
addresses the role of public lands management in 
healthy bird populations, was released in early May. 

• A report by the World Bank suggests that draining and 
degrading coastal wetlands constitutes a significant 
source of carbon emissions and a reduction in 
sequestration. 

• A recent report by the US Government Accountability 
Office claims that 3,000 water infrastructure and 
treatment projects has been paid for by $6 billion in 
stimulus money through the Clean Water and Drinking 
Water State Revolving Funds. 

• Cornell University recently published research that 
suggests natural gas developed via hydraulic fracturing 
is not ultimately cleaner than coal. 

• Duke University followed suit with a recent report 
claiming that methane contamination of drinking 
water increases in areas with shale gas development. 

• A new report by PennEnvironment suggests natural 
gas development is a growing risk near vulnerable 
populations in Pennsylvania, such as schools and 
daycares.   

Conferences and Meetings: 

• Restore America’s Estuaries 6th National Conference 
will be held on October 20-24, 2012. 

• On June 21-23, 2011 the National Ocean Council will 
host a workshop on Coastal and Marine Spatial 
Planning. 

• The Coastal and Estuarine Research Federation will 
host its conference Societies, Coasts & Estuaries: 
Adapting to Change on November 6-12, 2011. 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center is hosting a “digital 
coast webinar series.”  The next webinar will be held 
on May 26 and will address economic data use in 
coastal counties. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Stormwater:  Senator Ben Cardin (MD) introduced a bill–
the Safe Treatment of Polluted Stormwater Runoff Act–to 
direct the US Transportation Secretary to institute a 
program of design standards that would prevent, control, 
and treat polluted stormwater runoff from federally-
funded highways, roads and impervious surfaces.  Under 
this legislation, highways and roads must meet standards 
to maintain or restore pre-development hydrology, and 
construction design decisions must consider the natural 
landscape. 

Nutria:  Senator Cardin also reintroduced a bill to bolster 
nutria eradication efforts in parts of the nation–including 
Maryland, Delaware and Virginia–experiencing an 
abundance of the invasive species. 

Fracking hearings:  On May 6, the House Oversight and 
Government Reform Committee held a hearing to examine 
new energy development technologies, specifically natural 
gas drilling.  On May 11, the House Science and Technology 
Committee held a hearing on the EPA hydraulic fracturing 
study and natural gas development technology and 
practices. 

Budget and Appropriations:  Following the scramble to 
pass FY11 appropriations legislation to avert a federal 
shutdown, the House Appropriations Committee has 
released details of the budget deal to fund the federal 
government for the remainder of the fiscal year (through 
September). This final, long-term continuing resolution 
makes nearly $40 billion in cuts to federal spending 
compared to FY10 levels. 

Specific details are still forthcoming, but the cuts 
table indicates that “geographic programs” including the 
Chesapeake Bay, Puget Sound, etc, will be cut by $191 
million.  However, it seems that the Chesapeake Bay 
Program actually saw a small boost of $4.5 million.  The bill 
text specifically provides $300 million to the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative.  US Geological Survey will see a $26 
million cut, and the USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service will be trimmed by $118 million (with 
$80 million from the Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program).  Land and Water Conservation Fund will receive 
$301 million and the North American Wetlands 
Conservation Fund will be trimmed to $37.5 million.  
Superfund would be cut by $23 million. 
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The US Army Corps of Engineers budget will be funded at 
the Administration’s FY12 request level — $4.9 billion. 
A summary indicates that Interior “Funding levels for 
operational accounts bill-wide are largely sustained to 
prevent layoffs and the closure of national parks and 
forests, wildlife refuges, Smithsonian museums and other 
sites.”  However, US Fish & Wildlife Service will be cut by 
$141 million.  The summary further states that the CR “also 
prohibits funding for: the establishment of a Climate 
Service at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration; [and] the approval of new fisheries catch-
share programs in certain fisheries…”  The NOAA budget 
will be cut by $142 million in total. 

On May 11, the House Appropriations Committee released 
its 302(b) spending allocations for FY12 — numbers that 
determine what amount the various subcommittees can 
divvy up as they draft appropriations legislation for fiscal 
year 2012. The figures come in more than $121 billion less 
than the administration’s budget request for FY12.  The 
Interior and Environment subcommittee would have $2 
billion less to work with, and the Energy and Water 
subcommittee would lose $1 billion. 

 

 

Concurrently, the committee unveiled its markup schedule 
for the twelve federal spending bills.  The plan is designed 
to have bills passed before the end of the fiscal year on 
September 30.  Energy and Water Development legislation 
is to be addressed by the subcommittee on June 2; Interior 
and Environment appropriations will follow on July 6. 

Earmarks for specific projects are still prohibited in FY12 
appropriations legislation – but programmatic requests are 
allowed. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information 

 

 

Photo:  Adam Davis -- Shenandoah River 
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