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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• CWA Enforcement – On April 29, EPA unveiled its new 
set of web tools, data, and interactive maps to help 
the public monitor Clean Water Act violations 
nationwide.  Information is taken from EPA’s 2008 
Annual Noncompliance Report. 

• CWA Settlement – On April 20, the EPA and the US 
Justice Department announced that Hovnanian 
Enterprises, Inc., a national homebuilder, agreed to 
pay a $1 million civil penalty to resolve alleged Clean 
Water Act violations at 591 construction sites in 18 
states and DC.  A portion of the settlement helps EPA 
efforts to protect the Chesapeake Bay. 

• Hudson – Two towns that rely on the Hudson River for 
drinking water will have the costs of drawing water 
from a different system covered by the EPA while PCB 
dredging continues in the Hudson River the 
agency announced yesterday. 

o The public is invited to participate in the 
second meeting of the Hudson River Peer 
Review Panel to be held on May 4, 5 and 6 in 
Glens Falls, NY. 

• Superfund – EPA initiated the Raritan Bay, NJ 
contamination investigation in early April.  The Raritan 
Bay Slag Superfund site was added to Superfund’s 
National Priorities List last fall after initial sampling at 
the site confirmed considerable lead contamination in 
the soil, sediment, and water. 

o The recently undertaken Gowanus Canal 
Superfund study is yielding early results 

according to the EPA.  Contaminants in the 
canal include PCBs, coal tar wastes, heavy 
metals and volatile organics. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• Bay Barometer – On April 7, the Chesapeake Bay 
Program released the 2009 Bay Barometer, which 
continues to report poor health for the Bay despite 
some areas of improvement.  The overall health of the 
Bay received a score of 45% with 64% of restoration 
implementation goals met. 

• TMDL – In a series of webinars, the EPA has been 
updating the public on its recent work to establish a 
Total Maximum Daily Load for the Chesapeake Bay (to 
be completed in December 2010).  The most recent 
webinar, which was to be held on May 4, will be 
rescheduled due to technical difficulties.  The website 
will list the new date. 

• TMDL – On April 23, the EPA announced a new, draft 
total maximum daily load (TMDL) for trash in the 
Anacostia River.  The trash TMDL is the first for a mid-
Atlantic river, and only the second in the country. 
Comments are being accepted until May 18, and a 
public meeting will be held May 6. 

• Executive Order – May 12 will mark one year since the 
signing of President Obama’s Executive Order on the 
Chesapeake Bay, as well as the due date for the final 
strategy for Bay restoration.  Keep an eye on the 
Executive Order website for further details. 

• Enforcement – On April 28, EPA released a new online 
interactive map tool for the public to track federal air 
and water enforcement actions in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed.  The resource is a part of the EPA’s draft 
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Chesapeake Bay Compliance and Enforcement Strategy 
which will be part of the final Executive Order strategy. 

Grant Opportunities:   

• The EPA recently announced the availability of urban 
watershed grants as part of the Urban Waters 
Initiative.   A $600,000 grant is available to an entity 
capable of managing a national small grants program. 

• On April 19, the US Department of 
Agriculture announced the availability of financial 
assistance to carry out its Cooperative Conservation 
Partnership Initiative in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed.   Under CCPI, USDA enters into agreements 
of up to five years with eligible partners interested in 
enhancing conservation on agricultural and non-
industrial private forest lands.  Proposals are due May 
24 — more information is available on the GPO 
website. 

Fracking:   

• Senator Bob Casey (PA) and Representative Maurice 
Hinchey (NY) have both recently requested further 
investigations into Marcellus Shale drilling.  Senator 
Casey sent a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson 
asking the agency to examine its authority in the 
situation in Pennsylvania, while Rep. Hinchey 
requested a cumulative impact study be prepared 
before drilling proceeds in the Delaware River Basin. 

Studies, Reports:   

• On March 31, the Government Accountability 
Office released a new report on the deepening of the 
Delaware River.  The report, “Delaware River 
Deepening Project:  Comprehensive Reanalysis 
Corrected Errors, but Several Issues Still Need to be 
Addressed,” is a follow up to a previous GAO economic 
analysis calling for a reanalysis of the project from the 
Army Corps of Engineers, which was completed in 
2004.  The current GAO report says that the reanalysis 

filled many of the gaps, but the GAO points to several 
problems that remain in the Corps analysis.  

• A study to be published in the journal Frontiers in 
Ecology and the Environment suggests that rivers in 
the mid-Atlantic and Northeast are warming, including 
the Delaware, Potomac, and Hudson Rivers. 

• Ornithologists suggest that birds—up to 70% of 
migrating species—are altering their migration 
patterns due to climate change. 

• Researchers at WVU and Virginia Tech have released a 
study that claims that cancer deaths are more likely for 
those living near streams contaminated by coal mining. 

• A recent study by US Geological Service researchers 
published in the April issue of BioScience magazine 
concludes that eastern tree cover is declining after 
years of expansion. 

• The National Research Council reports that increased 
atmospheric carbon dioxide is changing the chemistry 
of the oceans.  The research examined ocean 
acidification and its potential threats to marine life. 

• The EPA reports that climate change is currently 
affecting several key environmental indicators, 
including storm intensity, sea level rise, and glacial 
melting. 

Conferences/Meetings:   

• The White House Conference on the Great Outdoors 
was held on April 16.  President Obama spoke about 
the importance of land conservation and reconnecting 
American families to the outdoors.  The president 
addressed four priorities: 1) building on local 
conservation; 2) helping farmers and landowners 
protect land; 3) helping families spend more time 
outdoors; and 4) fostering a sense of community for 
urban open spaces. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Clean Water Act:  On April 21, House Transportation & 
Infrastructure Chairman Jim Oberstar (MN) unveiled the 
latest attempt at a bill intended to address confusion over 
“navigability” in the Clean Water Act following two 
Supreme Court rulings regarding the Act’s scope. The bill, 
“America's Commitment to Clean Water Act” (H.R. 5088), 
includes concessions for prior converted wetlands and 
wastewater treatment systems, and does not include a 
reference to “activities” as previous versions have. 

2012 Farm Bill:  On April 21, the House Agriculture 
Committee held a preliminary hearing on the 2012 farm 
bill; Secretary Vilsack testified. 

Coastal Conservation:  The Senate Environment & Public 
Works Committee held a hearing on collaborative wildlife 
and habitat management on April 27, during which 
Senators discussed possible authorization of the Interior 
Department’s Coastal Program, which began as an effort in 
the Chesapeake Bay more than two decades ago. 

WRDA:  The Senate EPW Committee will hold a hearing on 
the next Water Resources Development Act on May 6, 
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focusing primarily on jobs and economic considerations of 
the legislation.  WRDA project requests are due by May 18 
according to a letter sent to Senators on April 20. 

• On April 15, the House Water Resources and 
Environment Subcommittee of the Transportation 
& Infrastructure Committee held a hearing on 
proposals for the next Water Resources 
Development Act. 

NEP Bill:  After being amended to include the Great Lakes 
and require consideration of sea-level rise, the “Clean 
Estuaries Act of 2010” (H.R. 4715) passed the House 278 – 
128.  The legislation reauthorizes the EPA’s National 
Estuaries Program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget and Appropriations:  The Senate Budget 
Committee has prepared its budget resolution (which sets 
spending ceilings for Congress), passed it on April 22, and 
released details on April 26.  The House is expected to 
release its resolution soon. 

The next Congressional recess will be May 31 - June 6. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 
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