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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Aquatic Ecosystems – The US Environmental 
Protection Agency recently opened a public comment 
period on the agency’s plans to establish standards for 
Section 316(b) of the Clean Water Act, addressing fish 
and aquatic organisms drawn into cooling water 
intakes. 

• Updated Web Tool – EPA recently released updated 
data and a mapping tool that will increase public 
awareness of 2-year water quality trends in each state. 
The data includes Clean Water Act violations 

• Healthy Watersheds – Last month, EPA released a 
document intended to aid in implementing the Healthy 
Watersheds Initiative—it includes examples of 
frameworks for identifying, assessing and managing 
healthy watersheds. 

People:  Former Virginia Governor Tim Kaine (D) has 
declared his candidacy for Senator Jim Webb’s seat upon 
his retirement.  Kaine will be challenging former Virginia 
Governor and US Senator George Allen (R). 

Grants and Funding:   

• Mid-Atlantic Sea Level Rise – Six mid-Atlantic states’ 
Sea Grant programs have announced funding for 
research that will improve understanding of 
socioeconomic impacts and behavior changes 
associated with mid-Atlantic sea level rise and coastal 
inundation.  LOI is due May 2. 

• Chesapeake Bay Stewardship – The National Fish & 
Wildlife Foundation has announced a request for 
proposals for its Chesapeake Bay Small Watersheds 

Grants Program—applications are due June 3.  A 
webinar will be held April 29. 

Studies and Reports:   

• An 18-year study shows that tree growth and seed 
production are more sensitive to a warming climate 
than previously thought. 

• Last month, the National Research Council released a 
report on the viability of the US Army Corps of 
Engineers’ mission in the face of reduced budgets and 
growing backlogs.  

• On March 22 – World Water Day – the Nature 
Conservancy released findings from a survey that 
revealed that a majority of Americans do not know the 
source of their drinking water. 

• Environment Maryland recently released a study that 
suggests Maryland’s lawns are a large source of 
pollution to the Chesapeake Bay and current 
regulations are insufficient. 

• An article in The Hill newspaper claims that research by 
Cornell University will soon be published that suggests 
natural gas developed via hydraulic fracturing is not 
ultimately cleaner than coal. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center is hosting a “digital 
coast webinar series.”  The next webinar will be held 
on April 28 and will address planning for climate 
change impacts on coastal habitats. 

• NOAA is also hosting digital coast training webinars.  
The next training webinar will address planning for and 
adapting to coastal risks and hazards. 
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LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Chesapeake Bay budget bill:  Rep. Rob Wittman (VA) 
recently re-introduced his Chesapeake Bay crosscutting 
budget and adaptive management bill (H.R. 258).  On April 
7, the Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans, and Insular Affairs 
Subcommittee of the House Natural Resources Committee 
held a hearing to examine the legislation. 

Marine debris:  On March 17, a bipartisan group of 
Members of Congress introduced a bill (H.R. 1171) to 
address the problem of marine debris and establish a 
“Federal marine debris information clearinghouse.” 

Fracking hearings:  On April 12, the Senate Environment & 
Public Works Committee will hold a hearing in conjunction 
with the Water and Wildlife Subcommittee to examine the 
health and environmental impacts of natural gas drilling.  
The House Science, Space and Technology Committee 
recently postponed a hearing on hydraulic fracturing 
scheduled for April 14. 

Budget and Appropriations:  The most recent short-term 
continuing resolution (H. J. Res. 48) was enacted on March 
17 to avoid a shutdown of the federal government and cut 
$6 billion in federal spending—it expired on April 8.  In the 
final late-night hours before the CR expired, the House, 
Senate, and White House reached a budget deal that will 
fund the federal government for the remainder of FY11 
(through September).  With no time to draft that 
legislation, another week-long CR—cutting an additional $2 
billion in federal spending, primarily from high-speed rail 
programs—was enacted.  Specific details on the budget 
agreement, which is slated to cut tens of billions more, are 
not yet available.  The full-year bill will need to pass by 
April 15. 

On April 5, the House Budget Committee, led by Chairman 
Paul Ryan (WI), rolled out its plan for the FY12 federal 
budget, which the committee projects will cut government 
spending by $6.2 trillion over ten years compared to the 
FY12 administration budget. 

Congressional committees have undertaken the budget 
hearing process with administration officials coming to 
Capitol Hill to respond to questions from lawmakers about 
federal agency budget requests (see committee websites 
for archived hearing videos and transcripts and check the 
NEMW mid-Atlantic watersheds blog for weekly 
schedules). 

The Administration’s budget for FY12 was released on 
February 14.  (NEMW analysis here). 

 

 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information 
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