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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

People: 

• Interior Appropriations – Congressman Jim Moran (VA) 
was selected to chair the House Interior and 
Environment Appropriations Subcommittee following 
Rep. Norm Dicks’ departure for the Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee. 

EPA:   

• Hudson Dredging – On March 8, EPA released a final 
report on the first phase of PCB dredging in the upper 
Hudson River.  The report is currently open for public 
comment, and the second phase of dredging will begin 
in 2011. 

• Superfund – The EPA, in early March, added ten new 
sites to its Superfund National Priorities List—including 
the Gowanus Canal in Brooklyn—and proposes the 
addition of two other New York sites, the Black River 
and the Dewey Loeffel Landfill.   

o Also, on March 4, EPA released its annual 
analysis of the Superfund program for FY09.  
Cleanup at twenty sites was completed in that 
year, bringing the total to 1,080. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – In a series of webinars, the EPA will update the 
public on its recent work to establish a Total Maximum 
Daily Load for the Chesapeake Bay (to be completed in 
December 2010).  The next webinar will take place on 
May 4.  The EPA reports that nearly 600 people 
participated in the two most recent webinars. 

• Draft Guidance – On March 22, the EPA released draft 
guidance to help federal land managers evaluate the 

most effective tools and practices for reducing water 
pollution in the Bay watershed.  According to 
the Executive Order website, “The cost-effective tools 
and practices outlined in the document are indicated 
by current scientific and technical literature to be the 
most state-of-the-art approaches to reduce water 
pollution from nitrogen, phosphorus and sediment.” 

• Goals & Vision – on March 19, the EPA released draft 
goals, milestones and outcomes for the new federal 
strategy called for in the President’s Executive Order. 
 This “draft vision” was not included in the draft 
strategy released in November of last year.  A pdf of 
the document is available on the Executive Order 
website, and comments are currently being accepted. 

DOI, NOAA, CEQ: 

• NOAA – The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration has released a memo detailing fisheries 
management and enforcement overhauls.  The 
agency’s changes are in response to a January 2010 
inspector general’s report that was highly critical of 
NOAA’s rules for preventing over-harvesting. 

o The memo also mentions an “Enforcement 
Summit” that will solicit stakeholder input in 
the areas of “communication, priority-setting, 
and program implementation.”  The summit is 
scheduled for June 22. 

Grant Opportunities:  The US Fish & Wildlife Service 
has announced the availability of approximately $16 million 
in competitive grant money to states for wetland and 
coastal restoration and conservation through the National 
Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant Program. 
Applications are due June 25, 2010. 
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Fracking:   

• In late March, the Philadelphia city council adopted a 
resolution to discourage natural gas drilling in the 
Delaware River watershed. 

• On March 18, the EPA announced the beginning of its 
study of the impacts of hydraulic fracturing on public 
health and water quality.  EPA received funding 
through the FY10 appropriations process, and has 
requested additional funding in FY11 for the effort. 

• A recent report by Daniel Yergin of IHS Cambridge 
Energy Research Associates claims that sweeping 
natural gas discoveries across the country will change 
“North America’s energy landscape.”  The report 
points to water as the top environmental concern with 
fracking, and suggests that states already closely 
regulate oil and gas operations. 

Studies, Reports:   

• In early March, DOI—in conjunction with several other 
groups—released the 2010 State of the Birds Report, 
which focused primarily on the status of various bird 
species in the face of a changing climate.  

• A study by Dr. Lou Codispoti at the University of 
Maryland Center for Environmental Science suggests 
that hypoxic “dead zones” can exacerbate climate 
change as they release elevated amounts of nitrous 
oxide into the atmosphere. 

• Research by Jonathan Sharp at the University of 
Delaware suggests that the Delaware Estuary has 
undergone perhaps “one of the most dramatic 

improvements of water quality of any river 
worldwide.” 

• A study published in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of Sciences reports that atrazine—the most 
commonly-used pesticide in the world and common 
water contaminant—is also an endocrine disruptor 
and has caused male frogs to become females capable 
of laying eggs and mating with other male frogs. 

• Researchers at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science 
have released a study that suggests that filter-feeding 
menhaden may not have a significant impact on the 
water quality of the Chesapeake Bay. 

• Several conservation and sportsmen’s groups have 
recently released “Beyond Season’s End,” a report 
detailing the need for funding and implementing 
wildlife adaptation strategies in federal climate efforts. 

Conferences/Meetings:   

• In advance of the EPA’s “Coming Together for Clean 
Water” conference next month–which will address 
pollution problems facing the nation’s waters–the 
agency launched a new online forum for the public to 
offer ideas and thoughts to “inform the discussion” 
that the conference will undertake. 

• Restore America’s Estuaries is hosting a public 
workshop and webinar on “Greenhouse Gas Offset 
Protocol Development for Wetlands Restoration and 
Management” on April 14 from 1-4pm in San 
Francisco, CA.  Details and information for the webinar 
can be found on the RAE website. 

 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Coastal Jobs Bill:  The Coastal Jobs Creation Act of 2010 
(H.R. 4914) was introduced before recess by Rep. Frank 
Pallone (NJ).  The bill would authorize $80,000,000 to 
provide employment opportunities for coastal 
communities through a grant program by increasing 
support for: cooperative research and monitoring, the 
revitalization of coastal infrastructure, recreational fishing 
registry programs, marine debris removal, and restoration 
of coastal resources. 

Hudson River Study Bill:  On March 19, the House passed a 
bill (H.R. 4003) to authorize a study to determine the 
feasibility of establishing an area of the Hudson River Valley 
as a unit of the National Park System. The bill has been 
referred to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural 
Resources. 

Oceans Bill:  On March 24, the Senate Commerce, Science, 
& Transportation Committee approved the Oceans and 
Human Health Reauthorization Act of 2009 (S. 1252).  The 
legislation amends the Oceans and Human Health Act to 
expand the interagency oceans and human health research 
program to include coasts and the Great Lakes. 

Clean Water Act:  In late March, the American Farm 
Bureau and US Sugar Corp. filed a lawsuit against the US 
Army Corps of Engineers over Clean Water Act regulation 
of prior converted wetlands.  The Clean Water Act exempts 
wetlands converted to agricultural uses prior to 1983 from 
federal oversight–any other use is subject to the same 
regulation as other waters of the US.  The lawsuit alleges 
that the policy reduces the value of land nationwide and 
limits property owners in their ability to sell converted land 
for other uses. 
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Farm Bill Conservation:  A bill from Senator Blanche Lincoln 
(AR) would trim agricultural conservation programs to pay 
for boosts in child nutrition programs.  The Environmental 
Quality Incentives Program is most likely to see the biggest 
cut. 

B-WET:  The Bay-Watershed Education and Training (B-
WET) Regional Program and National Environmental 
Literacy Grant Program Act (H.R. 3644) passed the House 
on March 19.  The legislation directs NOAA to establish 
education and watershed programs which advance 
environmental literacy.  B-WET provides funding to 
organizations that offer watershed education to students, 
teachers and communities.  The Chesapeake Bay 
watershed is among the areas that already enjoy access to 
these grants, and this bill expands the geographic reach of 
the program to new regions. 

Algal Blooms Bill:  After difficulty passing the House on the 
first attempt, a bill that addresses harmful algal blooms and 
hypoxia (H.R. 3650) gained approval on its second try.  On 
March 12, the House passed the bill, which will reauthorize 
and expand the federal hypoxia research program. 

Abandoned Mines Bill:  Senator Arlen Specter (PA) 
introduced a bill (S. 3053) to “…to permit the Abandoned 
Mine Reclamation Fund to be used for transportation and 
use of dredged materials for abandoned mine 
reclamation.”  The bill would allow abandoned mine funds 
to cover dredging costs, and allow dredge spoils to be 
disposed of in abandoned mines. The bill has been referred 
to the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NAWCA:  The Senate unanimously passed a bill (H.R. 3433) 
that would adjust matching fund requirements for North 
American Wetlands Conservation Act projects on March 9, 
and the President signed the bill into law on March 25. 

Earmarks: On March 11, House Minority leadership 
banned Republican Members of Congress from all 
earmarks for one year.  The ban not only includes 
appropriations bills, but also authorizing legislation, which 
has implications for geographically-focused bills. 

Budget and Appropriations:  Following the 
administration's FY11 budget requests and recent earmark 
deadlines for House Democrats and Senators, House and 
Senate Budget Committees will prepare their budget 
resolutions (which sets spending ceilings for Congress) in 
response to the President’s budget requests before the 
individual appropriations subcommittees can begin drafting 
their appropriations bills. 

The House and Senate are in recess and both chambers will 
return on April 12.  The next recess is May 31-June 6. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has recently 
launched a new blog! Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 

 

Milford Neck Sunrise 
Photo:  Adam Davis 
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