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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Fracking – The US Environmental Protection Agency 
held a Science Advisory Board meeting on March 7-8 
to review the draft hydraulic fracturing study plan.  
Also on March 7, EPA Regional Administrator Shawn 
Garvin sent a letter to the Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection requesting water monitoring 
for radioactivity. 

• Regulations – EPA is seeking public comment on 
possible management practices and regulations for 
recreational vessels are required under the Clean 
Boating Act. 

• State Nutrient Reductions – On March 16, EPA 
released a memorandum promoting a framework for 
regional offices to work with states to reduce nutrient 
pollution. 

• Superfund – Earlier this month, EPA announced the 
addition of ten new sites to the Superfund National 
Priorities List, including sites in Elkton, MD and Nassau, 
NY.  Sites in Dundalk, MD; Garfield, NJ; and Hicksville, 
NY are also proposed for addition to the NPL. 

People:  Jeff Corbin — former assistant secretary for 
natural resources in Virginia — was chosen to replace 
Chuck Fox as the EPA lead on the Chesapeake Bay 
restoration effort. 

CEQ:  The Council on Environmental Quality is seeking pilot 
projects that demonstrate improved efficiency of 
environmental reviews required under the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 

 

Grants and Funding:   

• Environmental Education – EPA is now accepting 
applications for grants between $15,000 and $100,000 
for environmental education programs and projects.  
The deadline to submit is May 2. 

• Community-based Habitat Restoration – The Nature 
Conservancy and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration are accepting applications 
for habitat restoration projects that emphasize 
partnerships within communities.  Match is required.  
Proposals are due April 1. 

• Potomac Highlands – On March 1, EPA announced that 
it selected American Rivers to oversee a $1.8 million 
grant program for projects benefitting communities 
and rivers in parts of MD, PA, VA, and WV that 
comprise the Potomac Highlands. 

Studies and Reports:   

• A report released this month by the US Department of 
Agriculture suggests that agricultural conservation 
practices are more successful at managing nutrient 
and sediment pollution than previously thought, 
although opportunities for improvement exist. 

• Last month, Clean Water America Alliance published 
draft principles for establishing a national water policy 
framework. 

• Last month, US Geological Survey released a report on 
shoreline and coastal erosion in the mid-Atlantic and 
northeast. 
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Conferences and Meetings: 

• A one-day conference on innovative policies to reduce 
pollution in the Chesapeake Bay will be held in 
Cambridge, MD on March 29.  The conference is 
hosted by Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences. 

• The Delaware River Basin Forum was held on March 10 
to discuss current and emerging impacts on water 
resources basin-wide. 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center will be hosting a “digital 
coast webinar series” beginning in April. 

• American Farmland Trust, NRCS, and the Farm 
Foundation will host the National Agricultural 
Landscapes Forum on April 7th and 8th, 2011 in 
Washington, D.C. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Chesapeake Bay:  On March 16, the House Agriculture 
Committee held a hearing on the Chesapeake Bay TMDL 
process, agriculture conservation, and national implications 
of EPA actions. 

FRAC Act:  On March 15, Reps. Maurice Hinchey (NY), 
Diana DeGette (CO) and Jared Polis (CO) reintroduced the 
Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals Act in 
the 112th Congress.  The bill would regulate hydraulic 
fracturing under the Safe Drinking Water Act.  Senator Bob 
Casey (PA) concurrently reintroduced the FRAC Act in the 
Senate.  Senator Casey also introduced the Marcellus Shale 
On-the-Job Training Act and the Faster Action Safety Team 
Emergency Response (FASTER) Act to provide better oil and 
gas emergency response from the US Occupational Safety 
and Health Administration. 

• BREATHE Act:  Shortly following the reintroduction of 
the FRAC Act, Reps. Polis, Hinchey, and Rush Holt (NJ) 
introduced the Bringing Reductions to Energy’s 
Airborne Toxic Health Effects Act, which would include 
hydrogen sulfide released from oil and gas operations 
on the Clean Air Act’s list of air pollutants. 

• Letters:  Last month, Reps. Holt and Ed Markey (MA) 
sent a letter to Secretary Salazar of the US Department 
of Interior seeking additional information on hydraulic 
fracturing and public lands.  A few days later, they also 
sent a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson asking a 
series of questions about the EPA’s study of fracking 
and possible radioactivity associated with the practice. 
Additionally, Rep. Markey sent a letter to 
Administrator Jackson in response to a New York 
Times article about the wastewater implications of 
fracking.  Senator Casey also sent a letter to 
Administrator Jackson following the article’s 
publication. 

Budget and Appropriations:  Last month, The House 
passed a long-term funding bill (H.R. 1) with several 
amendments (including Rep. Goodlatte’s Chesapeake Bay 
TMDL amendment) to fund the federal government 
through the remainder of fiscal year 2011, which ends 
September 30.   

The Senate was unable to act before an existing continuing 
resolution to provide short-term funding for the federal 
government expired on March 4.  An additional two-week 
CR was enacted, but the Senate failed to reach an 
agreement on the House’s FY11 funding proposal (H.R. 1) 
or a proposal from Senate Democrats during that time.   

Another short-term CR (H. J. Res. 48) was enacted on 
March 17 to avoid a shutdown of the federal government 
and cut $6 billion in federal spending. The CR provides an 
additional three weeks for both chambers to develop and 
pass long-term FY11 funding.  Large funding cuts, like those 
in H.R. 1, are expected in the forthcoming legislation.  The 
current CR expires April 8. 

Upon completion of FY11, the House will tackle 
appropriations bills for FY12; additional federal spending 
cuts—beyond the administration’s proposed cuts—are 
expected.  A moratorium on earmarks will likely remain. 

Congressional committees have undertaken the budget 
hearing process with administration officials coming to 
Capitol Hill to respond to questions from lawmakers about 
agency budget requests (see committee websites for 
archived hearing videos and transcripts and check the 
NEMW mid-Atlantic watersheds blog for schedules). 

The Administration’s budget for FY12 was released on 
February 14.  (NEMW analysis here). 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information 
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