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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

People: 

• FWS – Fish & Wildlife Service Director Sam Hamilton 
passed away suddenly on February 20 in Colorado.  His 
position will be temporarily filled by Rowan Gould, 
deputy director of operations for FWS. 

• NMFS – Eric Schwaab has been selected to head the 
National Marine Fisheries Service at NOAA.  Schwaab 
comes most recently from the Maryland Department 
of Natural Resources. 

• NPS – Sean McGuinness is now serving as the new 
superintendent of the National Park Service’s Upper 
Delaware Scenic and Recreation River. 

EPA:   

• Office of Sustainable Communities – On February 5, 
the Environmental Protection Agency announced plans 
to establish an Office of Sustainable Communities to 
help states and municipalities take an integrated 
approach in making environmental, housing and 
transportation decisions.  A pilot program to help 
three states—including Maryland and New York—use 
Clean Water State Revolving Fund money to foster 
sustainable communities was also announced. 

• Community-based Grants – On February 4, the EPA 
announced the availability of grants to addressed 
community-based pollution control (air, water, or land) 
through the Community Action for a Renewed 
Environment program.  Grants range from $75,000 to 
$100,000 and $150,000 to $300,000.  Proposals are 
due March 9. 

• Endocrine Disruptors – At a House Energy and 
Commerce hearing on February 25, the EPA reported 

that the agency will being regularly screening for 
endocrine disruptors in drinking water.  

• Green Infrastructure – A review by the EPA Inspector 
General released on February 1 suggests that the 
agency has not properly defined or guided states on 
“green” water infrastructure, although 20% of states’ 
stimulus money is to be spent on green projects. 

• Superfund – The EPA has released its annual report to 
Congress on the Superfund program. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – In a series of webinars, the EPA will update the 
public on its recent work to establish a Total Maximum 
Daily Load for the Chesapeake Bay (to be completed in 
December 2010).  The first webinar was held February 
25; the next webinar will take place on March 25. 

DOI, NOAA, CEQ: 

• DOI – In conjunction with Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack, Interior Secretary Ken Salazar created the 
Wildlife and Hunting Heritage Conservation Council, 
which will include representatives from hunting and 
wildlife groups.  The council will serve an advisory role 
for the federal government. 

• DOI – A lawsuit was filed on March 1 against the US 
FWS to contest genetically modified crops being grown 
at Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge. 

• NOAA – The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration announced plans in early February to 
establish a NOAA Climate Service, which would act as a 
unified federal source of climate information. 
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• CEQ – The White House Council on Environmental 
Quality has proposed that all federal agencies must 
now consider climate change as a part of their NEPA 
reviews. 

Studies, Reports:   

• Researchers at the Smithsonian Environmental 
Research Center in Edgewater, MD suggest that trees 
in the Chesapeake Bay region are growing faster than 
expected, perhaps due to increased amounts of 
atmospheric carbon dioxide. 

Conferences/Meetings:   

• Worcester County, Maryland is hosting a workshop on 
March 6 to provide tools and information to 
landowners and residents who are interested in land 
stewardship. 

• The Northeast-Midwest Institute, in coordination with 
the Northeast-Midwest Congressional Coalition is 
sponsoring a briefing on two green infrastructure bills, 
the Green Communities Act (H.R. 2222) and the Green 
Infrastructure for Clean Water Act (H.R. 4202). The 
briefing will take place on March 17 from 2 to 3:30 in 
Rayburn 2253.  St. Patrick’s Day cookies and 
refreshments will be provided. 

• The Center for Watershed Protection will be hosting 
“From the Rooftop to the Bay: Implementing 
Stormwater Management Strategies in the 
Chesapeake Bay Watershed” from March 9-11 in 
Staunton, Virginia.  The conference is designed to help 
public and private sector stormwater professionals. 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Delaware River Basin Legislation:  A bill (H.R. 4896) that 
would authorize a federal conservation and restoration 
program for the Delaware River Basin was introduced on 
February 25. 

Hudson River Study Bill:  On February 25, the House 
Natural Resources Committee approved a bill (H.R. 4003) 
that calls for a study to evaluate sections of the Hudson 
River in New York for inclusion in the National Park System.  

Long Island Sound:  The Senate EPW full committee and 
the Water and Wildlife Subcommittee held a hearing on 
February 24 to further explore legislative approaches for 
the “Great Waters,” including the Long Island Sound.   

Jobs Bill:  In late December, the House passed a $150 
billion bill (H.R. 2847) to create jobs and boost the 
economy.  The Senate continues debate on their jobs 
package, which will likely include a transportation 
extension, though it is unclear for how long. 

WRDA:  The House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee will hold a hearing on March 3 at 11am in 2167 
Rayburn to review implementation of the 2007 Water 
Resources Development Act. 

Budget and Appropriations:  The President’s budget 
request was released on February 1 and can be found on 
the OMB website.  Detailed numbers by agency are often 
found in the appendix.  A breakdown of relevant program 
funding and several highlights follows. 

 CJS – The administration has proposed a $5.5 
billion budget for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration in FY11, an increase of 15% over FY10’s 
$4.75 billion (Department of Commerce Budget in Brief). 

• $20 million for regional ocean partnership 
grants 

• $907.7 million for National Marine Fisheries 
Service, an increase of nearly $65 million 

 ENERGY and WATER – The President’s budget 
includes $4.9 billion for the US Army Corps of Engineers, a 
decrease from FY10’s enacted figure of $5.4 billion (US ACE 
Budget in Brief). 

• $2.4 billion for operations & maintenance and 
$1.7 billion for construction 

• $30 million for flood control and coastal 
emergencies 

• $104 million for investigations, which includes 
funding for a Water Resources Priorities Study 

 INTERIOR and ENVIRONMENT – The FY11 
President’s budget requests $10 billion for the EPA, which 
is about $300 million below FY10 (EPA Budget in Brief).   
$12.1 billion is requested for the Interior Department, a 
decrease of .3% below FY10 enacted levels (Interior Budget 
in Brief). 

 EPA: 

• $4.3 million to for new research in hydraulic 
fracturing and the risk to drinking water 

• $63 million for the Chesapeake Bay Program, 
an increase of $13 million over the FY11 
enacted figure 

• $3.3 billion for the Clean Water and Drinking 
Water State Revolving Fund programs – 
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slightly below FY10 numbers, but more than 
twice FY09 enacted levels 

• $17.4 million for endocrine disruptors 
research 

• $274 million for Section 106 water pollution 
control grants 

 INTERIOR: 

• $1.6 billion for Fish & Wildlife Service, a 
decrease of $4.6 million from the 2010 
enacted level 

• $2.7 billion for National Park Service, $21.7 
million below 2010 enacted 

• $10 million to conserve and protect the 
Chesapeake Bay’s resources 

• $619 million for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (with USDA) 

• $62 million for WaterSMART grants, basin 
studies, and water reclamation and reuse 
programs, plus $9 million to fund a 
WaterSMART availability and use assessment 
program 

 AGRICULTURE – The administration proposes $149 
billion for the USDA in FY11, (USDA Budget in Brief). 

• $5 billion for farm bill conservation programs 

• $72 million for the Chesapeake Bay 
Watershed Initiative, nearly $29 million more 
than the FY10 level 

• $30 million more for the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund (added to Interior) 

• $502 million to enroll 192,982 acres in the 
Wetlands Reserve Program in FY11 

• $1.2 billion for EQIP, an increase of $28 
million over FY10 

• $73 million for the Wildlife Habitat Incentives 
Program, $12 million below FY10 

UPCOMING BUDGET HEARINGS – See committee websites 
for witness testimony.  Most hearings are also available for 
viewing via streaming video.  Please click on the room 
number for more detailed information, webcasts, and 
testimony. 

EPA – Senate Appropriations Committee, Interior & 
Environment Subcommittee 
March 3, 9:30am – 124 Dirksen 

Interior – Senate Energy & Natural Resources 
Committee 
March 3, 10am – 366 Dirksen 

Agriculture – Senate Appropriations Committee, 
Agriculture Subcommittee 
March 2, 10am – 192 Dirksen 

Commerce (NOAA/Locke) – Senate Appropriations 
Committee 
March 4, 10am – 138 Dirksen 

Commerce (NOAA/Locke) – House Appropriations 
Committee, CJS Subcommittee 
March 4, 2pm 2359 Rayburn 

Commerce (NOAA/Lubchenco) – Senate Commerce 
Committee 
March 3, 10am 253 Russell 

Commerce (NOAA/Lubchenco) – House Natural 
Resources Committee 
March 3, 2pm – 1324 Longworth 

Interior (Fish & Wildlife Service) – House Natural 
Resources Committee, Insular Affairs, Oceans, Wildlife 
Subcommittee 
March 4, 10am – 1334 Longworth 

US Army Corps of Engineers – House Transportation & 
Infrastructure, Water Resources and Environment 
Subcommittee 
March 4, 10am – 2167 Rayburn 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has recently 
launched a new blog! Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 

 

Bombay Hook National Wildlife Refuge, Delaware 
Photo: Adam Davis 
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