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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Lake Champlain – Last month, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency announced that it would re-
examine the plan that has guided the cleanup of Lake 
Champlain in Vermont.  EPA has disapproved 
Vermont’s 2002 water quality plan and will work with 
the state to revise the TMDL. 

• Fracking – Following several public listening sessions 
throughout the country last year, EPA released on 
February 8 a plan for its forthcoming hydraulic 
fracturing study.  The study will undertake a lifecycle 
analysis of water, from withdrawal to disposal.  The 
plan also identifies the location of case studies.  Initial 
results are expected in late 2012.  

• Regulations – EPA is seeking public comment on its 
plan to retrospectively review regulations.  A January 
18 Executive Order requires agencies to draft a plan 
for improved regulatory review. 

• Clean Water Act – Last month, EPA settled a Clean 
Water Act case with Harrah’s Chester Casino and 
Racetrack, which was discharging horse manure into 
the Delaware River watershed without a permit in 
2009. 

• Superfund – The fiscal year 2012 Administration 
budget released this month calls for a reinstatement of 
the tax on crude oil that helps pay for EPA’s Superfund 
program (page 18). 

 

 

People:  Senator Jim Webb (VA) announced on February 9 
that he will not seek re-election. 

Grants and Funding:   

• Estuary Habitat Restoration – The National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration is accepting proposals 
for projects that support the Estuary Habitat 
Restoration Strategy.  Grants will range between 
$100,000 and $1 million; proposals are due March 10.  

Studies and Reports:   

• On February 16, the White House released “America’s 
Great Outdoors:  A Promise to Future Generations,” 
a report detailing several goals and recommendations 
for preserving open space and boosting recreation. 

• A recent study led by the Nature Conservancy and the 
University of California Santa Cruz suggests that most 
of the remaining wild oysters are “functionally extinct” 
– populations are rapidly disappearing and 85 percent 
of reefs have been lost.  

• A guide to conservationists and resource managers 
addressing climate change and adaptation strategies 
was released late last month.  The report was 
compiled by the National Wildlife Federation and 
several federal partners. 

• The Center for Progressive Reform released a report 
grading each of the State Watershed Implementation 
Plans for the Chesapeake Bay TMDL. 

• Researchers have discovered PCB and dioxin resistance 
in a species of fish in the Hudson River. 
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Conferences and Meetings: 

• The first National Green Infrastructure Conference will 
be held on February 23-25, 2011, in Shepherdstown, 
WV, bringing together policy-makers, practitioners, 
and on-the-ground implementers of green 
infrastructure practices and design from around the 
country to discuss key elements for success and 
lessons-learned. 

• The annual Nonpoint Source Pollution Conference, 
hosted by the New England Interstate Water Pollution 

Control Commission, will be held May 17-18 in 
Saratoga Springs, NY. 

• Also hosted by NEIWPCC, the second Northeast Water 
Science Forum will be held April 27-29 in Portland, 
Maine, and will focus on pharmaceuticals and personal 
care products in the water environment. 

• The Clean Water Network will be holding its biannual 
Clean Water Week national conference February 28 – 
March 2 in Washington, DC for its members. 

 
 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Coastal Jobs:  On February 9, Rep. Frank Pallone (NJ) and 
Rep. Chellie Pingree (ME) introduced a bill (H.R. 594) to 
promote coastal job creation through sustainable fisheries 
and revitalized waterfront communities. 

Delaware National Park:  On February 10, freshman Rep. 
John Carney (DE) introduced a bill (H.R. 624) to establish 
the First State National Historical Park in the State of 
Delaware.  Delaware is the only US State without a 
National Park. 

FRAC Act:  On February 17, Reps. Maurice Hinchey, Rush 
Holt (co-chairmen of the Delaware River Basin Task Force) 
and Jared Polis announced intention to re-introduce the 
Fracturing Responsibility and Awareness of Chemicals Act 
in the 112th Congress.  Senator Bob Casey (PA) also intends 
to reintroduce the FRAC Act in the Senate, and has recently 
urged the Delaware River Basin Commission to include 
disclosure and emergency response in their forthcoming 
natural gas development regulations. 

Drinking Water:  On February 2, EPA Administrator Lisa 
Jackson testified before the Senate Environment & Public 
Works Committee on possible regulation of perchlorate 
and chromium-6 in drinking water.  Senator Barbara Boxer 
has introduced legislation to require the EPA to regulate 
the chemicals. 

Conservation Plans:  On February 9, Delegate Donna 
Christensen submitted a concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 15) to encourage the US Fish & Wildlife Service to 
include climate change and sea-level rise as a consideration 
in comprehensive conservation plans for coastal National 
Wildlife Refuges. 

Budget and Appropriations:  With the most recent 
continuing resolution to fund the federal government 
expiring on March 4, the House has now turned to 
providing an additional CR to fund the federal government 
through the remainder of fiscal year 2011, which ends 
September 30.  The House passed the CR (H.R. 1)—which 
includes a cornucopia of amendments—at 4:40am on 

February 19.  The bill lays out billions in spending cuts that 
would affect federal agencies for the remainder of the 
fiscal year.  A list of proposed cuts is available on the House 
Appropriations Committee website.   

The CR trims several agency programs (all relative to FY10 
numbers), including: 

• National Wildlife Refuge System 

• Fish & Wildlife Service grants (zeroing out the 
North American Wetlands Conservation Fund) 

• NOAA operations and research 

• EPA clean water programs, i.e. Clean Water State 
Revolving Funds 

• National Estuary Program by $5.6 million  

• Chesapeake Bay Program by $10 million 

• Long Island Sound Study by $4 million 

Rep. Bob Goodlatte (VA) offered amendment 467 which 
prohibits the EPA from implementing the Chesapeake Bay 
TMDL, which was agreed to.  The Senate must now take up 
its package for the remainder of FY11. 

Upon completion of the CR for FY11, the House will begin 
work on appropriations bills for FY12, and additional 
federal spending cuts–beyond the administration’s 
proposed cuts–are expected.  A moratorium on earmarks 
will likely remain in place. 

The Administration’s budget for fiscal year 2012—also 
proposing many cuts to federal spending—was released on 
February 14.  All numbers relative to FY10 enacted levels in 
budget highlights below (NEMW analysis here). 

EPA:  Decrease of $1.4 billion to $8.9 billion   (press release) 

• Chesapeake Bay Program – increase of $17 million 
to $67 million 
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• National Estuary Program – decrease of $5.1 
million to $27.5 

• Clean Water SRF – decrease of $550 million to 
$1.55 billion 

• State and Tribal Assistance Grants – decrease of 
$1.1 billion to $3.9 billion 

DOI:  Steady funding at $12.2 billion (press release) 

• Fish & Wildlife Service – an increase of $47.9 
million to $1.7 billion 

• US Geological Survey – a $6.1 million increase to 
$1.1 billion 

• Cooperative Landscape Conservation – an increase 
of $17.5million to $37.5million 

• National Wildlife Refuges – an increase of $8.0 
million to $502.9million 

• North American Wetlands Conservation Fund – an 
increase of $2.4 million to $50.0 million 

NOAA:  Increase of $749.3 million to $5.5 billion           
(press release) 

• National Ocean Service – a decrease of $20 million 
to $559.6 million 

• National Marine Fisheries Service – a decrease of 
$15.1 million to $1.001 billion 

• $8.0M increase to create a National Working 
Waterfronts grant program 

AGRICULTURE:  Increase of $14 billion to $145 billion  
(press release) 

• Natural Resources Conservation Service – an 
increase of $65 million to $4.547 billion 

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program – an 
increase of $230 million to $1.4 billion 

• Chesapeake Bay Watershed – an increase of $7 
million to $50 million 

• Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program – a decrease 
of $10 million to $73 million 

• Watershed Rehabilitation Program and Watershed 
and Flood Prevention Operations – terminated  

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 
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