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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:   

• 2010 Priorities – On January 12, Administrator Lisa 
Jackson released a memorandum to EPA staff 
regarding priorities for the agency for the coming year.  
These include:  climate change, air quality, chemical 
safety, community cleanup (Superfund, brownfields), 
water quality (including watershed programs), 
environmental justice, and building partnerships.  

• Beach Grants – On January 8, EPA announced nearly 
$10 million in grants to 37 states to monitor the quality 
of beaches for public safety. 

• Mass. Stormwater – The EPA released a draft plan on 
January 26 to address stormwater runoff in 
Massachusetts.  A public meeting will be held March 
18, with the public comment period closing March 31. 

• Pompton Lakes – Without listing the site on the 
Superfund National Priorities List, the EPA has 
committed to addressing the contamination at a 
DuPont facility in Pompton Lakes, NJ in partnership 
with New Jersey Department of Environmental 
Protection.   

• Superfund – The Wildcat Landfill near Dover, 
Delaware—which was on the Superfund National 
Priorities List until 2003—requires further oversight 
and monitoring according to a report released by the 
EPA Inspector General. 

• Fracking – In late January, the EPA launched a tipline 
for residents concerned about non-emergency 
suspicious activities associated with oil development 
or gas drilling activity. 

 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• On January 11, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson 
announced plans to impose tighter rules on 
concentrated animal feeding operations nationally and 
stormwater within the Chesapeake Bay watershed.  
The CAFO rule could bring more farms within the 
scope of federal rules, and is expected to be finalized 
in 2013.  The stormwater rule would be finalized by 
November 2012. 

• The Chesapeake Bay Commission and the state of 
Pennsylvania released a report on January 21 that 
suggests increasing cellulosic biofuel crop farming in 
the Bay watershed would provide alternative fuel, 
improve water quality, and create more than 18,000 
jobs. 

• On January 5, EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson took over 
as chairwoman of the Chesapeake Executive Council, 
replacing former Virginia Governor Tim Kaine. 

• In January, the US Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Service encouraged 
Pennsylvania farmers to take advantage of an 
opportunity for conservation assistance (financial and 
technical) under the Chesapeake Bay Watershed 
Initiative. 

DOI, NOAA, NPS: 

• DOI – In a December letter to the Army Corps of 
Engineers, the US Department of the Interior 
recommends denying permits for the proposed cross-
county connector in Charles County, MD. 

• DOI – In early January, Secretary Salazar announced 
that 25 conservation projects would receive $19.2 
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million in National Coastal Wetlands Conservation 
Grant Program funds.  Two awards totaling nearly $1.2 
million will fund projects in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 

• DOI – The Interior Department has released a report of 
accomplishments in 2009.  In conjunction with the 
release, Secretary Salazar announced a new focus on 
preserving open space and increasing landscape-scale 
conservation.  

• NOAA – The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration will consider listing the Atlantic 
Sturgeon under the Endangered Species Act.  The last 
review was four years ago.  NRDC petitioned the 
National Marine Fisheries Service to list the species in 
the fall of 2009.  Public comments are accepted until 
February 5. 

• NOAA – On January 21, the inspector general of the US 
Department of Commerce released a report on 
NOAA’s troubles with fisheries enforcement.  NOAA 
Administrator Jane Lubchenco immediately announced 
steps that will be taken to remedy the situation. 

• NPS – The National Park Service has determined that 
the Nantucket Sound is eligible to be listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places, which could have 
implications for activities in the area, including the 
Cape Wind project.  

Studies, Reports:   

• Research out of the University of Virginia reports that 
growing algae for biofuel purposes is energy- and 
water-intensive, but suggests that using wastewater to 
grow algae offers a sustainable alternative to current 
methods. 

• Scientists have identified a toxin emitted by a microbe 
associated with algal blooms that damages the gills of 
fish and causes fish kills. 

• A recently-updated study by NOAA suggests that 
although the frequency of Atlantic hurricanes is 
expected to fall over the next several decades, the 
proportion of the most intense storms is expected to 
rise significantly. 

• The EPA released a report on January 21 that says that 
Superfund cleanup efforts in the Hudson River have 
revealed greater PCB contamination than previously 
expected.  The Next Hudson River Community Advisory 
Group meeting will take place Thursday, February 25. 

Grant Opportunities:  The National Fish and Wildlife 
Foundation is accepting proposals for the Five Star 
Restoration Program and the Nature Restoration Trust.  
Projects must include on-the-ground habitat restoration.  
Applications are accepted until February 11. 

• NFWF is also accepting pre-proposals for the 2010 
Innovative Nutrient and Sediment Reduction 
Program within the Chesapeake Bay Stewardship 
Fund until February 5. 

Conferences/Meetings:   

• The EPA is holding the Green Cleanup Symposium in 
Philadelphia on February 10 and 11 at Drexel 
University.  The conference will explore 
environmentally-friendly methods of cleaning up and 
revitalizing contaminated properties. 

• The Mid-Atlantic Carbon Symposium will be held on 
Tuesday, February 16 from 10am to 3pm at the offices 
of the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River 
Basin.  At the symposium, information will be provided 
to policymakers in the mid-Atlantic region as they 
consider the policies, structures and guidance 
necessary for land owners to participate in carbon 
markets.  RSVP by February 9 to Olivia Devereux at 
(301)-274-8114.

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

NOAA:  The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration has gone without congressional 
authorization for four decades.  The House Science and 
Technology Committee will likely consider steps to codify 
the agency this session. 

Coal Caucus:  On January 25, a bipartisan group of 
Representatives announced the establishment of the 
Congressional Coal Caucus.  The group currently includes 
mid-Atlantic Congressmen Jason Altmire and Tim Holden of 
Pennsylvania, and is encouraging increased membership. 

Fracking:  The House Energy and Commerce Energy and 
Environment Subcommittee held a hearing on January 20 
to explore the merger between Exxon Mobil and XTO 
Energy; however the hearing focused frequently on the 
practice of hydraulic fracturing and the regulation thereof.  
Discussion also turned to the Fracturing Responsibility and 
Awareness of Chemicals Act (H.R. 2766, S. 1215) which 
would require disclosure of chemicals used in hydraulic 
fracturing under the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

Farm Bill:  Rep. Collin Peterson (MN), Chairman of the 
House Agriculture Committee, has noted that hearings on 
the 2012 farm bill could begin as early as March. 
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Jobs Bill:  In late December, the House passed a $150 
billion bill (H.R. 2847) that is intended to create jobs and 
boost the economy.  A portion of the bill—about $48 
billion—is to be used for infrastructure spending, some of 
which is dedicated to clean water efforts ($1 billion each 
for Clean Water and Drinking Water State Revolving 
Funds).  The bill also extends current transportation 
legislation through September 2010.  The Senate has stated 
that they will unveil their jobs package the week of 
February 1. 

Budget and Appropriations:  With FY2010 budget and 
appropriations recently wrapped up, focus is already 
turning to FY2011.  The President’s budget request is slated 
to be released on February 1.  Reports suggest that this 
budget will recommend a “freeze” on many non-military 
federal programs.  The budget can be found on the OMB 
website when released.  Shortly thereafter, the House and 
Senate appropriations committees will turn to crafting 
their respective budget resolutions, and the FY11 
Congressional appropriations process will begin. 

• A coalition of environmental organizations 
released their “green budget” on January 28.  The 
budget is essentially a wish list for environmental 
groups’ priorities for the coming fiscal year. 

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson Announces new rulemaking for CAFOs 
and stormwater at the Choose Clean Water Conference on January 11 
(Photo: Rachel Dawson) 
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