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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• Fracking – On January 19, following some back-and-
forth on the issue, the US Environmental Protection 
Agency announced that it would test wells and provide 
water to some homes in Dimock, PA.  Residents have 
complained of contaminated drinking water after 
natural gas drilling activities began in the area. 

o New York – EPA Region 2 Director Judith Enck 
provided comments to the New York 
Department of Environmental Conservation’s 
draft natural gas development study. 

o Wyoming – On January 19, EPA Administrator 
Lisa Jackson sent a letter to Wyoming 
Governor Matthew Mead clarifying some 
points of the EPA study of possible 
groundwater contamination associated with 
natural gas drilling activities in Pavillion, WY.  
On January 20, ten US Senators sent a letter 
to Administrator Jackson asking the EPA to 
ensure high scientific standards in the 
Pavillion investigation. 

• Toxics – On January 5, EPA released national and state-
by-state data and analysis of chemical releases in 
2010. 

• Superfund – In early January, EPA released proposals 
for cleanup at the Gowanus Canal Superfund site in 
Brooklyn, New York. 

• Wastewater – In late December, a new, state-of-the-
art wastewater treatment facility in the Chesapeake 
Bay watershed was unveiled in the town of Delmar, 

straddling the Delaware/Maryland border.  The project 
was funded by the town, EPA and the states. 

o CWA – On January 27, EPA announced the 
launch of a new online tool, the Discharge 
Monitoring Report Pollutant Loading Tool, to 
provide the public with information on 
discharges of pollutants into waterbodies. 

• Chesapeake Bay – The Federal Leadership Committee, 
formed through the Chesapeake Bay Executive Order, 
has released final programmatic milestones for 2012-
2013. 

USDA:  On January 13, the US Department of Agriculture 
requested proposals for projects that enhance the 
effectiveness of water quality trading nationally, with $5 
million set aside for projects in the Chesapeake Bay 
watershed. 

DOI: 

• Disasters – On January 6, the US Department of 
Interior announced a new scientific panel that will 
work to improve planning and response for 
environmental disasters. 

• Wetlands – On January 3, DOI announced $6.8 million 
in National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grants to 
northeast states to support seven projects benefitting 
coastal wetlands. 

• Recreation – On January 25, DOI announced more than 
$3 million in Boating Infrastructure Grants to three 
northeast states and the District of Columbia for 
projects to improve and support recreational boating. 
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• Transportation – In mid-January, the US Department of 
Transportation announced grants through the Paul S. 
Sarbanes Transit in Parks Program to improve access to 
US parks, refuges, and other public lands. 

• Nutria – The US Fish & Wildlife Service has confirmed 
the first population of nutria in Delaware in a decade. 

• Climate Adaptation – The National Fish, Wildlife and 
Plants Climate Adaptation Strategy is now available 
online and open for public comment until March 5. 

• Recreation – This year marks the 75th anniversary of 
the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program. 

NOAA: 

• Reorganization – On January 13, President Obama 
announced a plan to transfer the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration from the US Department 
of Commerce to the DOI. 

• People – Eric Schwaab, former head of the National 
Marine Fisheries Service, has moved to a new position 
within the Commerce Department. 

Fracking:   

• Induced Seismicity – Following a series of earthquakes 
in December, the Ohio Department of Natural 
Resources has halted deep underground injection for 
disposal of natural gas wastewater. 

• SOTU – In his State of the Union address, President 
Obama encouraged the safe development of domestic 
natural gas—and disclosure of associated chemicals 
used in the process. 

White House:   

• Public Lands – On January 19, President Obama signed 
a new Executive Order to promote tourism on public 
lands. 

• Oceans – On January 12, the interagency National 
Ocean Council released a draft strategy for 
implementing the National Ocean Policy. 

• Regulations – The White House Office of Information 
and Regulatory Affairs has directed agencies to publish 
brief, simple summaries of complicated regulations 
during the rulemaking process. 

Studies and Reports:   

• According to a study from the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology, the shale gas boom could limit the 
development and use of renewable energy sources 
over time. 

• A follow-up report by Cornell researchers reiterates 
greenhouse gas concerns associated with natural gas 
development.  

• According to a Quinnipiac University poll, Ohio 
residents support natural gas development if more 
studies on environmental health and safety are 
completed first. 

• A recent report by a panel at the Bipartisan Policy 
Center urges the US shale gas industry to employ 
responsible environmental practices to improve 
community relations. 

• A new report by the Johnson Foundation at 
Wingspread outlines strategies for the nation’s aging 
water infrastructure to face current and future 
environmental and financial challenges.  

• The National Research Council recently reported that 
consuming treated wastewater is safe and could help 
address water shortages. 

• A new study published in the journal PLoS Biology 
contrasts the quality of natural wetlands with restored 
and manmade ecosystems. 

• A recent study commissioned by the Delaware 
Riverkeeper, Taxpayers for Common Sense, and the 
Water Protection Network refutes claims that the 
Delaware River deepening project will benefit the 
economy of the region. 

• Environment Maryland reports that the high volume of 
chicken manure produced on Maryland’s Eastern 
Shore requires better nutrient management. 

• A report by the Chesapeake Bay Commission 
encourages expanding manure-to-energy projects. 

• The Chesapeake Bay Foundation claims in a new study 
that environmental regulations for Bay restoration 
create jobs and benefit the economy. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• NOAA Coastal Services Center’s Social Coast Forum will 
be held February 15-16, 2012 in Charleston, SC. 

• The Shale Gas Water Management Marcellus Initiative 
2012 will be held on March 28 - 29 in Canonsburg, PA. 

• The New England Interstate Water Pollution Control 
Commission will hold the Annual Nonpoint Source 
Pollution Conference in Portsmouth, NH on May 15-16, 
2012. 

• The National Water Quality Monitoring Council’s 
National Monitoring Conference will be held April 30 – 
May 4, 2012 in Portland, OR. 
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• Restore America’s Estuaries’ National Conference on 
Coastal and Estuarine Habitat Restoration will be held 
October 20-24, 2012 in Tampa, Florida.  Proposals are 
now being accepted through February 1, 2012. 

• The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Coastal Services Center continues its digital coast 
webinar series. 

 

 

 
LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Fracking:  In late December, Senators James Inhofe (OK), 
Mary Landrieu (LA), Lisa Murkowski (AK), and John Hoeven 
(ND) sent a letter to EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson urging 
the agency use a narrow definition of diesel fuel in its 
regulation of hydraulic fracturing. 

 On January 19, Rep. Darrell Issa (CA) sent a letter 
to EPA regarding potential regulation of natural gas drilling 
and hydraulic fracturing.  

 The Energy and Environment Subcommittee of the 
House Science, Space and Technology Committee will hold 
a hearing on February 1 on EPA research at the Pavillion, 
WY groundwater contamination site. 

Long Island Sound:  In late December, Senator Kirsten 
Gillibrand (NY) and Rep. Steve Israel (NY) introduced 
companion bills (S. 2018 and H.R. 3717) that would 
reauthorize the Long Island Sound Restoration Act and the 
Long Island Sound Stewardship Act.  

Transportation:  A House Transportation and Infrastructure 
Committee markup for an earmark-free five-year 
transportation reauthorization bill is slated for February 2 
at 9am in 2167 Rayburn.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Agriculture:  On January 25, bipartisan Members of 
Congress launched the Congressional Chicken Caucus. 

Regulations:  Senators Inhofe and Jeff Sessions (AL), with 
Reps. John Mica (FL) and Bob Gibbs (OH) sent a letter to 
EPA Administrator Jackson outlining concerns regarding 
connecting lawsuit settlements with regulatory expansion.  

Budget and Appropriations:  With fiscal year 2012 
appropriations completed last month, attention will soon 
turn to FY 2013.  The President’s budget—which serves as a 
blueprint for federal appropriations—was originally 
expected on February 6, but has been delayed to February 
13. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information and back issues of the mid-Atlantic Updates 
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