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Welcome to the Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Update from the Northeast-Midwest 
Institute.  These monthly updates will provide relevant news clippings, policy 
and Capitol Hill updates, and other helpful information.  We are aware that 
brevity is always appreciated, so links are included for further information. 

NEWS

EPA:  

• People – Peter Silva, assistant administrator for water 
at the US Environmental Protection Agency has 
announced his resignation.  Deputy Assistant 
Administrator Nancy Stoner will serve as acting 
assistant administrator. 

• Transparency – EPA has launched a new website to 
enhance transparency by increasing public accessibility 
to the agency’s regulatory process and activities.  The 
site, Reg Stat, provides several years of agency 
documents published to the Federal Register, as well 
as information on rulemakings. 

• TRI – Last month, EPA issued several annual reports on 
chemical releases into air, land and water in the mid-
Atlantic States, including New York and New Jersey.  
The reports are part of the yearly Toxics Release 
Inventory, intended to help communities understand 
the chemicals present in their local environments. 

• Fracking – EPA is considering using the town of Dimock 
in northeast Pennsylvania as a case study for its 
forthcoming hydraulic fracturing study. 

Chesapeake Bay: 

• TMDL – Following the acceptance of all Watershed 
Implementation Plans, the Chesapeake Bay Total 
Maximum Daily Load was completed and released by 
the EPA on December 29.  The TMDL sets pollution 
limits on nitrogen, phosphorus, and sediment for the 
six Bay states and DC.  All pollution controls are to be 
in place by the states by 2025, with federal agencies 
contributing through parallel work to be measured in 

two-year milestones.  EPA intends to hold states 
accountable for meeting their targets through 
enhanced oversight. 

o The Farm Bureau has filed a lawsuit against 
the EPA, challenging the legality of the Bay 
TMDL. 

Superfund:   

• Hudson River – The next phase of cleanup at the 
Hudson River Superfund site will continue.  On 
December 23, EPA announced that GE has accepted 
EPA’s requirements to remove and cap PCBs in the 
sediment. The phase is slated to begin in May 2011. 

• Fort Detrick – On December 17, the Pentagon and EPA 
announced an agreement on a framework for cleanup 
at the Fort Detrick Superfund site in Frederick, 
Maryland.  Groundwater contamination has occurred 
at the site as a result of chemical weapons testing. 

CEQ:  The White House Council on Environmental Quality 
has released guidance on the appropriate use of mitigation 
and monitoring in federal projects for which National 
Environmental Policy Act reviews are required.  Mitigation 
is often used by federal agencies to lessen the impact of 
projects on the environment.  The guidance suggests that 
the mitigation should be closely monitored to ensure 
effectiveness, and findings should be made public. 

Grants and Funding:   

• Natural Gas – The Colcom Foundation of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania is accepting proposals for its new $1 
million Marcellus Environmental Fund. Grants 
for public education, community engagement, best 
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practices, baseline data collection, on-going 
monitoring, land owner guidance, and collaborative 
projects will be considered.  The second wave of 
proposals are due March 14. 

• Wetlands – The US Department of Interior 
has announced $19 million in grants for 24 coastal 
wetland protection projects in twelve states through 
the 2011 National Coastal Wetlands Conservation 
Grant Program.  The grants will receive $21 million in 
matching funding, and will be “used to acquire, restore 
or enhance coastal wetlands and adjacent uplands to 
provide long-term conservation benefits to fish, 
wildlife and their habitat.”  Mid-Atlantic States 
receiving funds include: Delaware, Maine, 
Massachusetts, and New Jersey.  

• Chesapeake Bay – The EPA Chesapeake Bay Program 
Office has released a request for proposals for 
Chesapeake Bay Scientific and Technical Advisory 
Committee support.  The closing date is February 5. 

DOI:   

• People – On January 10, Tom Strickland, assistant 
secretary for fish, wildlife, and parks at DOI announced 
his resignation. 

• Fracking – In early December, DOI held a public forum 
to discuss the best practices for hydraulic fracturing in 
energy production; the agency announced it is 
considering a new policy for disclosure of fracking 
chemicals.  On January 12, 46 House members sent a 
letter in support of DOI’s disclosure policy. 

Studies and Reports:   

• Data from the 2010 Census will cause several 
Congressional seats to shift from the northeast and 
Midwest to the South. 

• NASA researchers have released a study that suggests 
growing worldwide population and consumption of 
food and fiber will stress natural systems, particularly 
water. 

• A recent study by researchers at the Virginia Institute 
of Marine Science suggests that while sea level rise in 
the Chesapeake Bay is slower than the global average, 
the rate of land subsidence cancels out any 
advantages. 

• The Chesapeake Bay Foundation’s 2010 “State of the 
Bay Report” was released late last month, and gives 
the Bay a D+, a slight improvement over 2008’s score. 

• An analysis of 2010 weather data by the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration shows that 
2010 was the wettest year on record, and is tied with 
2005 as the warmest year on record.  

• A US Geological Survey study released last month 
claims that coastal wetlands, including those in the 
mid-Atlantic, are likely to disappear near the end of 
the 21st century. 

• Also last month, the EPA released its 2009-2010 
progress report on “Climate-Ready Estuaries,” which 
covers vulnerability assessments, stakeholder 
engagement, climate change indicators and 
monitoring, and adaptation planning in fifteen 
National Estuary Programs. 

Conferences and Meetings: 

• Registration is open for the 2011 Delaware Estuary 
Science and Environmental Summit January 30 – 
February 2 in Cape May, New Jersey.  Early registration 
ends December 15. 

• The first National Green Infrastructure Conference will 
be held on February 23-25, 2011, in Shepherdstown, 
WV, bringing together policy-makers, practitioners, 
and on-the-ground implementers of green 
infrastructure practices and design from around the 
country to discuss key elements for success and 
lessons-learned. 

• A free webinar on Waterside Communities as Tourism 
Gateways to America's Great Outdoors—hosted by the 
Horinko Group—will be held on January 19 at 2:15pm. 

• The annual Nonpoint Source Pollution Conference, 
hosted by the New England Interstate Water Pollution 
Control Commission, will be held May 17-18 in 
Saratoga Springs, NY. 

• Also hosted by NEIWPCC, the second Northeast Water 
Science Forum will be held April 27-29 in Portland, 
Maine, and will focus on pharmaceuticals and personal 
care products in the water environment. 

• The Clean Water Network will be holding its biannual 
Clean Water Week national conference February 28 – 
March 2 in Washington, DC for its members. 
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LEGISLATION IN BRIEF

Congress adjourned on December 22 and returned on January 5 to 
begin the 112th Session of Congress. 

The new House calendar for the 112th is available here.  House 
leadership for the next Congress is planning to include 
monthly in-district constituent work weeks. 

The Senate calendar for the 112th Congress can be viewed 
here.   

Chesapeake Bay:  On January 7, Rep. Rob Wittman (VA) 
introduced a bill (H.R. 258) to improve accounting and 
management of the federal Bay restoration effort through 
crosscutting budget measures and adaptive management.  
A version of the legislation passed the House in 2009.  

Stormwater:  In the last minutes of the 111th, the Senate 
and House passed Senator Ben Cardin’s (MD) bill to require 
the federal government to pay its fair share of stormwater 
management fees (S. 3481).  Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton 
(DC) introduced companion legislation (H.R. 5724) in the 
House. The bill was signed by the President on January 4. 

New House Committee Chairmen of Interest:   

Agriculture:  Frank Lucas – Oklahoma 

Appropriations:  Hal Rogers – Kentucky 

Budget:  Paul Ryan – Wisconsin 

Energy & Commerce:  Fred Upton – Michigan 

Natural Resources:  Doc Hastings – Washington 

Oversight & Government Reform:  Darrell Issa – California 

Science and Technology:  Ralph Hall – Texas 

Transportation & Infrastructure:  John Mica – Florida 

Energy and Commerce:  After Rep. Fred Upton (MI) 
secured the chairmanship of the House Energy and 
Commerce Committee, he split the previous committee’s 
Energy and Environment Subcommittee, appointing Rep. 
John Shimkus (IL) chair of the new Environment and 
Economy Subcommittee.  The new Energy and Power 
Subcommittee will have jurisdiction over the remaining 
issues, and will be chaired by Rep. Ed Whitfield (KY). 

Budget and Appropriations:  After nearly succeeding in 
bringing a $1.1 trillion omnibus appropriations measure to 
a vote last month, Senate leadership abandoned the effort 
and instead turned to a three-month Continuing Resolution 
to fund the federal government well into the next 
Congress.   The House passed the CR 193-165, and the 
President quickly signed the bill–it expires on March 4.  At 
that time, Congress will be addressing FY11 funding, as well 
as FY12.  It is likely that Congress will seek another CR (with 

a few adjustments) to cover the remainder of FY11, which 
ends September 30. 

The President’s budget is expected the week of February 
14 – the budget was delayed due to holds that had been 
placed on the Office of Management and Budget director. 

House Rules:  The rules for the 112th Congress have been 
adopted by the House, and include:  

• a minimum of three days for electronic posting 
and public review of legislation;  

• “cut go,” requiring any new spending to be offset 
by a cut in, or elimination of other programs;  

• a constitutionality clause, requiring the citing of 
constitutional authority in all new legislation;  

• and removal of the “Gephardt Rule” on changing 
the debt limit.   

It is still unclear exactly how earmarks will be treated. 

Please check the NEMW website for regular appropriations 
updates, reports, analysis and tracking when available. 

NEMW’s Mid-Atlantic Watersheds Program has a blog! 
Please visit  

http://midatlanticnemw.wordpress.com/ 

for up-to-the-minute Capitol Hill and regional news and 
information. 

Photo:  Adam Davis – Waples Pond, Milton, DE 
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